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Bank of the Cascades
Blue Sky Energy
Brooks Resources
The Curiosity Shoppe
DANI Bath
Deschutes Brewery
Devore’s Good Food Store
Environmental Building 

Supply
Environmental and 

Engineering Solutions, 
llc. (Mendon, UT)

J B Davis Construction
Jeff Merrick, P.C., Civil 

Litigation Attorney 
(Portland)

Keen Footwear (Portland)
Maragas Winery
Momentum River 

Expeditions (Ashland)
Mountain Air Batik
Pandora’s Backpack
Patagonia (Ventura, CA)
Pine Mountain Sports

Pronghorn Resort
REI
SageCoach
Shevlin Commons LLC
Silver Moon Brewing
Sisters Folk Festival
Strictly Organic Coffee
Sunnyside Sports
Trader Joe’s
Whole Foods Market
Wild Birds Unlimited
Winter Creek Restoration

Melvin R. &  
Onneta Adams

Bob Amundson
Bruce & Edie Anderson
Robert Artman
Susan Ash
Gordon & Kay Baker
Jack & Lois Barry
Timothy Bartels
Geoff Bartol &  

Ann Wheeler-Bartol
Scott Becker
Lee Belknap
Robert Benedict &  

Laura Niles
Charlaine &  

Robert Beschta
Lauren & Ron Beyerinck
Scott Bolton &  

Trudi Traister
Tom & Sally Bourgeois
Jay & Teresa Bowerman
Barbara Bowerman
Craig Bradle &  

M.E. Deckelmann
Gene Bray & Irene Wright
Harry F Brevoort
Lisa Brown
Drs. Warren L. &  

Marka Bruhl
Robert & Sara Buscher
Jon Cain
James Calomeni
Meg Campbell
John & Joan Casey
John Casey
Ken & Barbara Cerotsky
Lee Christie & Tom Keffer
Christopher Christie
Tim & Marie Clasen
Patrick Conner
Molly Connors
Phil & Melinda Conti
Stanton Cook
Andrew B. Crosby
Jack & Susan Crosby
John Cunningham
Robert Dark
Mike & Deb Daunhauer
Jim Davis
Susanna & Donald Defazio
Jim & Dory Delp
Sara Deveny
Jim Dixon
Rick & Mary Donahoe
Lorena Dornfeld
Linda Driskill &  

Frazier Nichol
Carolyn Eckel
Alice & Cal Elshoff
Larry Erickson
Jim Farneth
Erik Fisher
Katie Fite
Tom & Sally Foster
Win Francis
Doug Frank
Douglas Frank
Jerome & Mary Fulton
Dave & Duane Funk
Mary Garrard

Stu & Hilary Garrett
Peter Geiser &  

Maureen Sweeney
Robert Gorham
Mike Greenstreet MD
Candice Guth &  

David Pogel
Charles Hamar
Reid Hanson
Helen Harbin
Jim & Nadine Harrang
Teague Hatfield
Del & Lu-nita Hawkins
Richard L Hay
K A & Bette Rose Hayes
Sid & Louise Henderson
Joseph Hessler &  

Ruthann Maguire
Lee Hickok &  

Sharon Loomis
Durlin Hickok &  

Carol Wallace
Hank Holmes MD
John & Carrie Howell
Carol Dodson Jacquet
Robert Jensen
David Johns
Leslie Johnson
Allen & Twylah Johnson
Don Johnston
John J. Kaib, MD &  

Sherold Barr Kaib
Jim Kelly
Debbie Kennedy
Andy Kerr &  

Nancy Peterson
Charles & Reida Kimmel
Gary & Sharon Kish
Kris Knoernschild &  

Mark Murzin
Susan & Richard Koe
David Kottkamp
Lynn & Lawrence Krupa
Craig & Carol Lacy
Kevin Lair
Ursula & Charles Le Guin
Norbert & Christine Leupold
Justin Liversidge &  

Martha Church
Alan Locklear &  

Marie Valleroy
Kenneth & Ruth Love
Jim & Denise Mahoney
Don Mansfield &  

Rochelle Johnson
Richard &  

Elizabeth Marantz
Toby Doerflinger &  

Susan Markley
John Marks
Tommie & David Marsters
Jon Marvel
John & Cyndee McDaniel
Daniele Mckay &  

John Nangle
Barbara Mendius
Ellen Mendoza
John & Betsy Messer
Craig & Marilyn Miller
Bob Moore
Bill Mull

Scott Murray
Dana Nehl
Sue & Norman Noble
Hank & Deborah Noble
Christel Nordhausen
Tom & Tricia Ognar
Conan O’harrow
Dave Olson
Carol & Walter Ottoson
Jean Parker
William Pearcy &  

Amy Schoener
Bob Phillips
Nancy Pobanz &  

David Wade
Stephen Pruch
Edward J. Pushich
Elaine Rees
George & Nadine Reynolds
John & Phyllis Reynolds
Jon Rhodes
Kirk &  

Charlotte L. Richardson
Anne & John Richen
Ruth Robinson
Richard Rotondi
Wayne & Cathy Salvo
Pete S&rock
Fred Sawyer
Ronald Schaaf
Edward Schmidt
James Scott
Ken Serkownek
James Shake
Edgar & Dee Anne Shanks
Stan & Sue Shepardson
John M. Sherman
Marcia Sigler
Karl & Grace Smith
Betty Soreng
Mary Lou Soscia
The Sterling Family
Frances Stevenson
Dave & Kendra Summers
Paul & Marcia Suter
Frank Szczygiel
Bill & Sara Tattam
Karen Theodore
Arthur Ticknor
Al Urquhart
Glenn Van Cise & Christine 

Mckenzie Van Cise
Dan Van Vactor
&rea Vargo &  

Ed Mcnamara
John Vitas & Pat Towle
Josephine &  

Peter Von Hippel
Dan Wadosky
Harry H. & Eleanor Wagner
Mary Webster
Jane Werner
Ann C Werner
Dave Werntz
Bill & Patty Lou Wessinger
Jack & Lynda Wheeler
Tim Withee
Roger & Ann Worthington
David Zimmerman

Eric Ahern
John & Shereen Anderson
Emily Auerbach
Gordon Baker
Brian Barry
Gary Beaudoin
Lorie Brown
Paul Brown
Greg Burke
Doran Burrell
Jon Cain
Phillip & Karyn Callaway
Jenny Chaiet
Mark Chidlaw
Frank & Joanne Cleland
Jim Clinton
Nancy Conner
Molly Connors
Dallas & Kathy Coon
John Costello
Andrew Crosby
Jack & Susan Crosby
Jacob Cross
William Crowell
John Cunningham
Eleanor Davidson
Jim Davis
Carla Delfino
Jim & Dory Delp
Carol Jacquet Dodson
John Dotson
Wendy Dresser
Kate Dunning
Diana & David Eddleston
Chris & Amanda Egertson
Allen Engle
Deb Espesete
Eric Evans
Trey Evans
John & Elizabeth Farwall
Gary Fowles
Alex Friant
Stephen Gerould
Toby Gewirtz
Stephn Gibbs
Michael Giebelhaus
Lara Gray
Margie Gregory
Dan Hafley

Drannan &  
Beverly Hamby

Jessica Hamilton
Anne & Don Hanson
Helen Harbin
Mary Hare
John Hartog
Teague Hatfield
Chris & Mike Helm
Sid & Louise Henderson
Michael Henetz
Amanda Hetrick
Donald &  

Judy Anne Hoiness
Matt Holmes
Elise Hoyt
Shey Hyatt
Juliet Imes
Jeffrey Jackson
Lisa Jakubowski
Suzanne &  

Greg Johannsen
Ali Johnson
Beth & Mark Johnson
Curt Johnson
Kristi Johnson
John Katzenstein
Marcy & Steve Kirk
Carol Knutson
Gary Kontich
David Kottkamp
Spencer Kruger
John Lasseter
Bob Lebens
Barbara Lee
Karen & Tim Lillebo
Helen M. Lilley 
Miriam Lipsitz
Ryan Lisle
Piper Lucas
Daniela Marshall
Sharon Mastrud
Charles & Elois Mattox
Brian McCall
Clarence McCoy
Dan McDonald
Art McEldowney
Craig & Marilyn Miller
Jim & Judy Munro

Royal Murdock
Sarah Myers
Jessica Nagelkirk
Dave Nissen
William Noble
Joan Obergawich
Brent Olson
Tom Osborne
Eilen Peberdy
Larry Penington
Elizabeth Quinn
Curt Ringstad
Steve Roberts
Sylvia Rodrigo
Jeff Rola
Patty Rosen
Diane & Rick Rupp
Collin Rymer
Fred Sawyer
Ken & Wendy Scholz
Etienne Scott
Mike Sequiera
Stan Shepardson
Bob Speik
Katya Spiecker
Carly Sullivan
Linda Swearingen
Alan Tracy
Susan Trask
Lacy Turner
Joey Valentine
Laura van Fleet
Alan Van Vliet
Janet van Fleet
Edmund &  

Colleen Wadeson
Dan Wadowsky
John Walker
Julie Weikel
Owyhee Weikel-Magden
Breanna Westman-Evans
Susan Whitney-Kurtz
Andrea & Tim Wiggins
Mary Willson
BJ Wirges
Steven Woolpert
Andrea Wyckoff
Aaron Yarmo
David Zimmerman

volunteers

business members

lifetime members
Members who contributed as volunteers in 2008:

Business members of ONDA as of January 2009. Bend, unless otherwise noted.

ONDA’s lifetime members as of January, 2009:

Many thanks to donors who generously gave equipment and gear to the Outreach Program in 2008! Those who we haven’t 
thanked yet include: Tom and Laurie Ponte (GIS Computer), Robert Lockerby (GPS units and software), Stephan Gerould 
(Coleman lantern and attachments), Bob Speik (folding table), Craig Lacy (Parawing shade tarp and spotting scope) and Bob 
and Glenna Campbell (walkie-talkies). These items will all see lots of use in the coming years and will make a big difference in 
helping ONDA staff and volunteers to get important work done! Thank you!
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By Kate Martin
ONDA Bridge Creek Coordinator 

The cooperative Bridge Creek restoration 
project has made great strides in 2008. One 
of our long-term goals is to increase the 
riparian zone along the creek and provide 
food and building material for beaver by 
planting native vegetation. The dry, hot 
summer weather and extreme water level 
fluctuations in the John Day basin pose 
many unique challenges to riparian plant-
ing. This is compounded when attempting 
to plant vegetation on terraces that have 
been disconnected from the floodplain due 
to stream incision. Although there is a lot of 
valuable anecdotal knowledge about ripar-
ian vegetation restoration, most methods 
haven’t been formally tested. So, we are 
monitoring the survival and growth rates 
of plants to test several different planting 
methods and ways to deter browsers such 
as deer. In 2008, we found that planting 
stakes at depths that reach the water table 
and protecting them with plastic tree shelters 
can produce 90% survival in one growing 
season. Building on this knowledge in 2009, 
we hope to expand our planting efforts to 
BLM land along other areas of Bridge Creek, 
and include some new planting methods and 
tree species as well.

Monitoring of many aspects of stream 
ecology is ongoing – it spans steelhead 
population, stream morphology and ripar-
ian vegetation monitoring. Although some 
of our results will require data analysis this 
winter, some initial observations are very 
interesting. Typically, water temperatures 
are too high for juvenile steelhead survival 
(about 80° f is usually the cutoff) in lower 

Bridge Creek. However, due to the high 
snow levels and moderate weather this year, 
water temperatures hovered just under this 
cutoff and some juvenile steelhead were 
able to survive in this stream reach through 
late summer. These fish showed unprec-
edented growth rates – tripling in weight 
in just three months! Because weight can 
translate into productivity, this shows that 
if we can restore stream function to reduce 
water temperatures and maintain high 
enough water flows every year, we may see 
higher steelhead numbers in Bridge Creek in 
the future. We hope to do this by increasing 
water storage through beaver dam com-
plexes and larger riparian zones, which also 

provide shade to the stream.
This fall, we also began the process of 

stabilizing beaver dams, all of which typi-
cally get washed out with annual spring 
floods in Bridge Creek. This aspect of the 
project is still in its initial stages and we’ll 
be monitoring it closely to ensure adult fish 
passage in the spring, juvenile movement 
throughout the year, and how it impacts 
stream flow. 

In addition to more riparian planting and 
installing additional beaver dam structures 
in 2009, we will begin a new phase of 
beaver monitoring by marking beaver in 
Bridge Creek with radio transmitters to 
track their movements and survival. This 
will help us figure out how high flows 
and seasonal changes affect the dispersal 
and movement of beaver in the system. 
This information can be used to evaluate 
how reintroduced beaver might behave, 
and how beaver choose areas to settle and 
construct dam complexes.

If you are interested in volunteering 
for the Bridge Creek project, we have a 
Bridge Creek stream restoration trip set for 
June 3 – 7, 2009. We are also always on the 
lookout for individuals or groups of two to 
three people interested in participating in 
juvenile fish monitoring throughout June 
and September. In addition, we will have 
a Sutton Mountain fence pull Sept. 18 – 20, 
2009. Bridge Creek flows past both Sutton 
Mountain and Pat’s Cabin Wilderness 
Study Areas, which are the focus of one of 
our wilderness campaigns. Check out our 
volunteer website for more information 
or to sign up for trips: http://www.onda.
org/volunteers, or contact Kate Martin at 
kmartin@onda.org.  

ONDA charts active conservation role on John Day

Plastic tree shelter protecting restoration 
plantings from deer browse on Bridge Creek.

photo: kate martin

Many of you have provided positive feed-
back on the recent changes we have made 
to Desert Ramblings. As we continue to 
improve our newsletter, we welcome your 
additional comments and guidance. 

Here is a summary of what we have 
done so far: We have switched to a new 
paper (still 100% eco-friendly recycled) and 
printing process that results in sharper 
images and an easier to read font. We have 
also made subtle changes to the layout, 
making it denser, allowing us to fit the 
same amount of information on fewer 
pieces of paper. 

These changes not only have improved 
the newsletter’s look, read-ability and 

ecological footprint: they have signifi-
cantly reduced costs. 

Our new schedule includes three issues/
year including a special winter issue sum-
marizing in detail not only the successes 
and challenge of the previous year, but will 
also provide us the opportunity to thank all 
of you who helped out ONDA, as well as to 
preview the opportunities to be involved in 
our efforts in the upcoming year.  

Desert Ramblings available via e-mail 
as a PDF: Our latest change is the ability 
to choose to receive the newsletter via 
e-mail in PDF format, rather than in paper. 
It can be a hard decision to make for many 

folks, to give up the flexibility of a printed 
newsletter. However, if you do most of your 
reading on the computer already, let us 
know: by receiving an electronic version of 
the newsletter you will be helping reduce 
our mailing and production costs, freeing 
up more funding to help do the work that 
is important to you. Whichever you choose, 
the most important thing is that you will 
still read the newsletter! So please choose 
the format you are most comfortable with. 
If you would prefer a PDF version of the 
newsletter, please indicate your preference 
at the website:

http://www.onda.org/ 
sign-up-for-electronic-desert-ramblings/

In new format, Desert Ramblings is available on paper or by e-mail
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With the House of Representatives taking 
up the bills, hopefully we will soon be able 
to chase that old “Schoolhouse Rock” song 
out of our heads (I’m just a bill, yes I’m 
only a bill …) and start humming a more 
victorious tune. In the meantime, we are 
overwhelmed thinking about all of the 
people who have helped get us to where we 
stand today. 

This past fall, Brent and I had the 
pleasure of traveling to Washington D.C. 
for National Wilderness week with Stan 
Shepardson and Teague Hatfield. I was per-
sonally impressed by how professional and 
genuine they both were in our meetings 
with Oregon’s Congressional Delegation, 
although frankly I expected no less from 
two seasoned desert rats. After three short 
days of lobby meetings and workshops, 
Teague and Stan were working the D.C. 
scene like pros. 

Despite the excitement of Capitol Hill, 
the four of us were more than happy to 
get back to Central Oregon. Our grassroots 
efforts were in high gear all summer and 
through the fall, with Katya Spiecker lead-
ing the troops of volunteers who gathered 
over 2000 e-mail comments to pass on to 
Oregon’s congressional delegation. Behind 
the scenes, Miriam Lipsitz faithfully came 
into the ONDA offices week after week to 
organize our growing supporter list and 
make sure that all of those e-mails made 
it to Senator Smith and Congressman 
Walden. Her cheerful presence and never-
ending supply of tasty baked goods made 
“Miriam Day” everyone’s favorite day of 
the week in the ONDA offices. Even when 
the phones are ringing off the hook and 
I’m scrambling to get everything done, I 
relish the time I get to spend with all of our 
Badlands volunteers – you truly make work 
with ONDA fun. 

With the Spring Basin and Badlands 
bills having passed through the Senate 
and moved on to the House in less than 
nine months, it’s easy to feel like we got 
lucky that our bills have moved so quickly 
through what can often be an arduous 

and time consuming process. Although 
there was some measure of luck involved, 
the swift movement of these bills is really 
a result of the decades of hard work and 
preparation behind them and the steadfast 
commitment of Senator Wyden. We can’t 
help but reflect on the ups and downs of 
the past 20 years and think of those who 
loved the Badlands so much but will be 
with us only in spirit as we move closer to 
this momentous victory. 

However, we aren’t there quite yet. 
The Badlands and Spring Basin bills will 
now move on to the US House, and we 
will need the support of each of Oregon’s 
Congressmen, especially Rep. Greg Walden, 
to achieve passage. Please take a moment 
to call your representative and urge him to 
support Senate bill 22 and vote NO on any 
motions to recommit.  With over 20 years 
of work behind us, it’s important that we 
all let our leaders in Congress know that 
we need their full support to push these 
important measures across the finish line. 
Please go to www.onda.org TODAY to find 
talking points and contact information for 
your Congressman.

With your help, we look forward to 
celebrating victories on Badlands and 
Spring Basin with all of our members, new 
and old, and plotting our future course to 
protect millions of acres of new wilderness 
in Oregon’s High Desert!

Left to right: Stan Shepardson, Brent Fenty, Gena 
Goodman-Campbell and Teague Hatfield on the 
trail of Wilderness legislation in Washington.

legislation from page 1

Wyden, grassroots efforts propel 
Wilderness legislation toward passage

ONDA is requesting submissions of photos 
to be considered for our 2010 Wild Desert 
Calendar. The chosen photos will be put 
into our calendar, which we plan to release 
in August, 2009.

High priority areas are:
 1. Badlands WSA
2. Alder Springs or Steelhead Falls WSA
3. South Fork Crooked River WSA
4. Owyhee Canyonlands
5. Bully Creek/ Malheur River
6. Gerry Mountain WSA
7. Spring Basin WSA
8. John Day River
9. Sutton Mountain WSA
10. Wild Steelhead photos
11. Hart Mountain Refuge
12. Area between Hart Mountain and 

Sheldon Refuge
Please submit no more than 10 of your 

highest quality desert photographs. The 
guidelines for submission are as follows:

Transparencies: 35mm, 2 1⁄4, 6x7 or 4x5. 
Digital images: Minimum 300dpi 9x12 

images in .tiff format
Include printed proof sheet with thumb-

nail images for digital submissions.
Please send large-scale, horizontal, land-

scape images (which may include people as 
small elements) for the large (9x12) full-page 
sheets, and smaller scale vertical or horizontal 
(details of flowers, wildlife, etc.) for the inset 
images on the calendar grid. Be sure that a 
description of each photograph is provided, ei-
ther on the photograph itself, or on a separate 
sheet with corresponding numbers.

Please include a self-addressed envelope 
with your submission to ensure proper 
protection and return of your images.

Please submit images by no later than 
June 1st, 2009. Images can be submitted to:

ONDA, c/o Calendar Images
33 NW Irving Ave
Bend, OR 97701
For questions contact ONDA at (541) 330-

2638 or onda@onda.org.

ONDA seeks photos 
for 2010 calendar

Wild Desert Calendar, 2009

ONDA would like to acknowledge the generous donation received through the kind-
ness of Ann Werner and Jane Werner. Their donation inspired ONDA to challenge our 
Board of Directors with a year-end “matching” fundraising effort. The impetus created 
by this donation, and the resulting effort to match it, has helped us to exceed our 2008 
fund-raising goals. Thank you: your support enables us to continue in our efforts to 
protect, defend and restore the beautiful and vast high deserts of Oregon.
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A big thank you to everyone who com-
mented on the Bureau of Land Manage-
ment’s (BLM) draft John Day Resource 
Management Plan (RMP). A wide range 
of conservation organizations joined our 
comments and together, we have had a 
strong presence at the open houses, and 
were able to solicit hundreds of comments.  
We maintained and delivered a consistent 
and united message of how we think our 
public lands should be managed and now 
await the response of the BLM’s Record of 
Decision later this year.  

Much of ONDA’s overall vision for 
the basin is acknowledged in the RMP’s 
Alternatives: Scenic River designation for 
the North Fork of the John Day River, an 
Area of Critical Environmental Concern 
(ACEC), wilderness character management 
for the citizen-proposed Dead Dog Unit, 
and the adoption of the Grazing Matrix 
(see sidebar), that allows the closure of 
voluntarily retired grazing units. 

Other concerns remain, though. For 
example, the BLM decided that the North 
Fork lands are not eligible to be managed 
for wilderness characteristics, and could 
possibly be grazed. One alternative out-
lines plans for unlimited off-road vehicle 
traffic on Rudio Mountain, Little Canyon 
Mountain and areas adjacent to Sutton 
Mountain Wilderness Study Area (WSA). As 
part of the RMP, over 150,000 acres of public 
lands inventoried as part of ONDA’s citizen 
inventory have thus far been overlooked 
for potential wilderness character manage-
ment. And in general, programs monitoring 
the impacts of cattle grazing on public 
lands continue to be understaffed and 
underfunded.  

We are hopeful that our legal success in 

Progress in the John Day Basin

Grazing Decision Matrix, given voluntary permit relinquishment
s o c i a l  &  e c o l o g i c a l  r a t i n g

dem
an

d ratin
g

l o w  e c o l o g i c a l
d e g r e e  o f  c o n f l i c t l o w

s o c i a l
Low demand

High demand

Moderate demand

RFA1

or close

Open

Open

RFA
or close

Open

Open

RFA
or close

Open

Open

Close

RFA
or close

Open
or RFA

Open
or RFA

Open
or RFA

Open3

or RFA
Open3

or RFA
Open3, Close

or RFA

Close

RFA
or close

Close

Close

Close2

Close

Close

Close

RFA
or close

RFA

l o w
s o c i a l

l o w
s o c i a l

m o d
s o c i a l

m o d
s o c i a l

m o d
s o c i a l

h i g h
s o c i a l

h i g h
s o c i a l

h i g h
s o c i a l

m o d e r at e  e c o l o g i c a l h i g h  e c o l o g i c a l

1 	 RFA = Reserve Forage Allotment.
2	  In these two cases only, regardless of permit relinquishment, discontinue livestock grazing for the life of the plan unless conflicts are mitigated. 
	 BLM would provide two years of notice of cancellation unless waived by permitee. 
3 	 In these cases, the allotment would remain “open” only if social and/or ecological conflicts could be mitigated.

How The Grazing Matrix Works 
The grazing matrix is a management tool designed to identify resource demands and 
potential social and ecological conflicts with BLM grazing permits.  It also gives the BLM 
a mechanism to retire grazing permits for the length of the management plan.  It’s a 
voluntary process for livestock permit holders, and may involve compensation from ONDA 
for retiring allotments in critical steelhead habitat, the Wild and Scenic River corridor, 
Wilderness and Areas of Critical Ecological Concern.

 Here’s how it works:  A weighted formula is applied to 10 factors that take into account 
special management designations, fish and wildlife habitat, rangeland health, recreation 
potential, amount of forage and demand of the allotment. This determines whether the 
social, ecological and demand categories are low, medium or high. Each combination of the 
three categories is represented in the table (matrix) below, which outlines the outcomes of 
the allotment as Open, Close, or Reserve Forage Allotment.

ONDA v. BLM, concerning the Southeast 
Oregon RMP (see related story page 10), 
will further our efforts in the John Day 
Basin. Last July, the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals agreed with ONDA that BLM must 
maintain a current inventory of wilderness 
characteristics on the public lands and that 
it must study impacts to areas with wilder-
ness character when it prepares its land use 
plans. We hope that our ongoing discus-
sions with BLM over how to implement this 
important ruling will impact the agency’s 
resource management planning – particu-
larly as applied to wilderness study and 
grazing and ORV management – statewide, 

including the John Day RMP. 
ONDA is also working with the Wheeler 

County Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) to address common management 
concerns on, and surrounding the Sutton 
Mountain WSA. Fire management in this 
area is a central issue: both for safety and 
for juniper control. Cooperative mapping of 
fire lines and “areas that can burn” allows 
for a more natural fire regime, controlling 
juniper and improving safety for local and 
BLM firefighters. We see this as part of a 
strategy to cooperatively removing hurdles 
to permanent protection of the wilderness 
characteristics on Sutton Mountain.

area should include a minimum of two 
years of wildlife survey data and must be 
subject to review by the Oregon’s Energy 
Facility Siting Council. CEP has already ob-
tained a county permit for a third adjacent 
104 megawatt site near Mann Lake and 
ONDA will continue to monitor this project 
while waiting to see whether the other two 
projects resurface. 

Pueblo Mountains, Glass Buttes and 
West Buttes: Steens is, of course, only one 
of many places where development is 

being proposed. ONDA continues to closely 
track other projects and has recently met 
with developers and/or submitted com-
ments regarding proposals on the Pueblo 
Mountains, Glass Buttes and West Buttes. 

Horizon Wind Energy (Horizon), after two 
years of monitoring winds in the Pueblo 
Mountains, has requested permission from 
the BLM to install two additional meteoro-
logical towers and to drill 225 test borings at 
potential locations of turbines and power-
line towers in the Pueblos.  BLM will begin 
evaluating Horizon’s final plan of develop-
ment in early 2009 and plans to decide 
whether to issue permits on the Horizon 

project by 2011. Horizon also operates the 
Elkhorn Valley wind project about 10 miles 
from La Grande in northeastern Oregon. 

Since 2008, ONDA has monitored and 
commented on the Horizon proposal. 
We recently met with Horizon to discuss 
potential issues regarding sage grouse and 
wilderness values. Horizon has committed 
to consultation with state agencies and ap-
propriate environmental studies through a 
state permitting process. ONDA will submit 
comments on Glass Buttes and West Buttes 
projects next month. If you have thoughts 
or comments about any of these projects, 
please let us know at onda@onda.org. 

energy legal from page 3

ONDA seeks wildlife impact studies before siting wind power projects
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Protecting Wilderness in the Owyhee and 
Malheur Country: In July, ONDA achieved 
one of its most enduring legal victories in 
its 20-year history. After more than five 
years of litigation, the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals issued a landmark decision in our 
favor, ruling in ONDA v. BLM, 531 F.3d 1114 
(2008), that BLM must rewrite its land use 
plan for southeast Oregon. Overturning a 
district court decision upholding the plan, 
the court agreed with us that BLM wrongly 
refused to evaluate impacts to wilderness 
values throughout the 4.6 million acres of 
public lands covered by the challenged plan. 

The ruling will have a profound impact 
– not just in southeast Oregon, but through-
out the West – on BLM’s management of 
the public lands it is charged with protect-
ing. The court specifically rejected BLM’s 
disavowal of “the very idea of wilderness” 
as one of many resources and values for 
which the agency must manage. According 
to the court, “the BLM misunderstood the 
role of wilderness characteristics in its land 
use planning decisions.”  

Finding that the law unmistakably 
requires BLM to study impacts to a land-
scape’s wilderness character, the court va-
cated the plan and ordered BLM to prepare 
a new plan. In its revised environmental 
review, the BLM must study “whether, and 
to what extent, wilderness values are pres-
ent in the planning area outside of existing 
(Wilderness Study Areas) and, if so, how the 
Plan should treat land with such values.” 

The Plan, the “Southeastern Oregon 
Resource Management Plan” (SEORMP), 
governs the BLM’s management of about 
4.6 million acres of public land, mostly 
in vast Malheur County. It is to guide the 
BLM’s management of some of the most 
treasured landscapes in Oregon, including 
the Owyhee Canyonlands, for the next 20 
years. The bulk of the lands to be managed 
under the plan are comprised of fragile 
high desert and sagebrush steppe.

Within this remote, wild area lies some 
of our nation’s most important roadless 
areas, including 1.3 million acres (beyond 
existing WSAs) found to possess statutorily-
defined wilderness character in ONDA’s 

2004 citizen Wilderness inventory. The 
court’s ruling validates ONDA’s position 
that the plan was strongly biased toward 
the continuation of widespread livestock 
grazing and motorized access over all other 
uses and resource values – particularly 
wilderness, a fragile and finite resource 
whose very existence the BLM did not want 
to even acknowledge.

In addition to its wilderness ruling, the 
court agreed with ONDA that the BLM had 
not considered reasonable alternatives for 
off-road vehicle (ORV) use. Less than 0.5% of 
the area is closed to damaging ORV use. In 
its analysis leading up to the plan, the BLM 
refused to consider closing more than 0.8% 
of the planning area to ORVs. In fact, every 
alternative the BLM considered would have 
further reduced the area currently closed to 
ORVs. Similarly, less than 2% of the area is 
currently off-limits to livestock grazing.

This remarkable decision will impact ev-
ery single one of our lawsuits and adminis-
trative actions aimed at protecting Oregon’s 
desert wilderness. We expect to successfully 
settle our nearly identical challenge to the 
Lakeview land use plan, which is also now 
before the Ninth Circuit. We also are work-
ing in district court to extend the Ninth 
Circuit’s holding and legal analysis to our 
challenge of the land use plan for Steens 
Mountain and surrounding areas. There, 
the BLM took ONDA’s citizen-generated 
wilderness report and sweepingly rejected 
it in an internal, closed-door review that 
the BLM never released to the public during 
the planning process. 

Other site-specific challenges in places 
like the North Fork Malheur River, and 
Louse Canyon in the West Little Owyhee 
River country, also will benefit from this de-
cision. In those places, BLM has attempted 
to implement large-scale range projects 
without properly studying the impacts of 
those projects on wilderness values ONDA 
has identified in our reports.

Curbing Overgrazing in the John Day 
River Basin: In May, ONDA achieved a 
major victory in its ongoing efforts in the 
upper John Day basin aimed at improv-

ing grazing management in areas where 
threatened steelhead and bull trout depend 
on the streams for spawning, rearing and 
migratory habitat. After more than five 
years of litigation against the Forest Service 
and National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS), a federal district judge in this latest 
round of litigation issued a preliminary 
injunction barring grazing in key areas 
of steelhead stream and riparian habitat 
on two major grazing allotments in the 
basin. The allotments cover over 120,000 
acres of public land and contain 92 miles 
of steelhead-bearing streams that ONDA 
had identified as containing particularly 
badly-degraded aquatic habitat. 

In his opinion, Chief Judge Haggerty 
found that ONDA is likely to prevail on the 
merits of several of its Endangered Species 
Act claims. Our claims include evidence of 
serious violations of the limit of allowable 
destruction of steelhead habitat from cattle-
caused bank damage, and a general failure 
of the Forest Service’s management program 
to provide concrete means to ensure that 
grazing would not harm steelhead and their 
critical habitat. As with the Ninth Circuit’s 
SEORMP decision, this court’s ruling vali-
dates ONDA’s long-standing position that 
chronic overgrazing in the John Day basin 
has and continues to degrade threatened 
steelhead populations and habitat.  

In 2009, the case will proceed to a 
decision on the merits of ONDA’s claims. 
Simultaneously, the parties will explore 
settlement possibilities with the federal 
agencies and the permit holders. 

Meanwhile, in September 2008 a 
magistrate judge ruled that ONDA may 
introduce evidence we have collected in 
the field. The government had argued that 
ONDA is limited to using the evidence in 
the administrative record produced by the 
agency, notwithstanding that our volun-
teers and scientific experts have collected 
field data and photographs, over a period 
of more than seven years, showing the 
degraded condition of steelhead habitat in 
the forest. 

Assuming Chief Judge Haggerty upholds 

desert ramblings

Legal docket: end-of-year legal report
Through our Sagesteppe Defense Program, ONDA implements rigorous, strategic, and thoughtful enforce-
ment of environmental laws to safeguard Oregon’s deserts. Employing the full range of legal tools, we 
work to hold federal land management agencies accountable, ensuring that Oregon’s desert lands and 
waterways receive the protection they deserve. Following the long tradition of success that our legal ef-
forts have achieved in protecting Oregon’s high desert, we have once again won major victories in 2008

see legal docket page 12
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Thank you, Craig Miller
While the retirement of Craig Miller from ONDA’s board of 

directors probably won’t mean the end of western civilization as 
we know it, it does mean the end of an era for ONDA. As one of 
ONDA’s founding members, Craig has been with us from the get-
go, and his knowledge and historical perspective contributed to 
the continuity and orderly growth of ONDA from a few passion-
ate “desert rats” to the effective organization we see today. He will 
be missed, but thank goodness for ONDA he won’t be going far 
as he will continue in his capacity as ONDA’s official map-maker 
“extraordinaire.”

In addition to leading the ONDA board for many years as board 
president, Craig was always quick to volunteer and preside over 
important committee work, making sure that the administrative 
details necessary to maintaining a healthy organization were 
meticulously addressed. Few people have the diligence or patience 
Craig exhibited over the years, and he is no doubt one of the 
reasons the ONDA board has been so steady.

As well as shouldering many administrative tasks, he vol-
unteered regularly in the field helping with ONDA’s numerous 
volunteer “barbed wire roll-ups” and other habitat restoration 
projects. As one of the preeminent birders in the Northwest, most 
ONDA members probably know Craig best through his countless 
“crack-o-dawn” birding field trips at the Desert Conference and 
ONDA’s annual meetings.

What most people don’t know about Craig is he “retired” from 
a career as an ER physician some 10 years ago to go back to school 
to learn the ins and outs of GIS computer mapping. Armed with 
these skills, he has been under contract with ONDA ever since 
as our GIS map analyst to oversee our massive field inventory of 
wild lands in Oregon’s High Desert, as well as responsible for pro-
duction of our professional-looking maps that have been incred-
ibly instrumental in ONDA’s education, litigation and wilderness 
programs. These impressive works have given ONDA an amazing 
way to communicate with land managers, judges, funders and 
politicians, and literally create our vision for conservation.

We are forever grateful for Craig’s past commitment to ONDA’s 
mission and look forward to more of his birding adventures in 
the field as well as his ongoing map and field contributions to our 
many campaigns to preserve Oregon’s desert heritage.

Thank you, Alice Elshoff
Alice Elshoff, who has undoubtedly been ONDA’s most distin-

guished and renowned board member, retired from the board this 
summer. A board member since ONDA’s inception in late 1987, 
Alice began her desert work as a tireless advocate for the Badlands 
Wilderness Study Area during BLM’s formal inventory process in 
the early 80s. After years of frustration, Alice teamed up with other 
desert rats in Central Oregon, who all agreed the time was ripe for 
a committed corps of grassroots individuals to speak out in defense 
of our wilderness’ heritage. Anyone who has met Alice knows she 
is one of those rare individuals who emanate grace and eloquence 
no matter the circumstance. To honor her longstanding efforts, 
ONDA formally established the “Alice Elshoff Desert Conservation 
Award” this year to annually recognize outstanding individuals 
who have helped protect and restore Oregon’s High Desert (see 
article, page 2). Although the board will miss her timeless wisdom, 
great warmth and keen humor,  the rest of us can look forward to 
Alice’s vast energies being re-channeled into ONDA’s youth educa-
tion efforts. Thank you Alice!

Welcome, Ken Rait
ONDA welcomes Ken Rait to the Board this 
winter. He is the Campaigns Director for 
the Campaign for America’s Wilderness 
in Portland where he lives with his wife, 
Mary, and daughters Maya and Karlee. In 
his capacity there, he works with grassroots 
wilderness advocacy organizations from 
around the country to develop and imple-
ment politically viable wilderness campaign 
plans. Ken brings years of experience in 
leading wilderness campaigns and organiza-
tions such as the Heritage Forests Campaign, 
Oregon Natural Resources Council, and the 
Oregon Forest Wilderness Campaign as well 
as academic experience from his years on 
the faculty of the University of Arizona’s 
Department of Agricultural Economics.

Dedicated ONDA 
activists Craig Miller 
and Alice Elshoff 
have retired from the 
board of directors. 
Miller, left, is a 
founding member 
and has been ONDA’s 
mapmaker. Elshoff 
is also a founding 
member and the 
namesake of ONDA’s 
Alice Elshoff Desert 
Conservation Award.

Ken Rait
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a draft land use plan that recommends 
several new areas for Wilderness and Wild 
and Scenic River protection and allows for 
voluntary retirement of grazing permits in 
areas that are essential to the recovery of 
native steelhead and salmon populations. 

We submitted comments opposing 
separate proposals to build hydroelectric 
pump stations at Summer Lake and Lake 
Abert. These ill-conceived projects would 
have severe impacts to critical, high desert 
wildlife habitat and wilderness values in 
some of Oregon’s most cherished places 
and would produce no new energy. 

ONDA volunteers logged over 4,000 
hours in 2008, planting 4,400 trees and 
pulling 14 miles of obsolete barbed-wire 
fence on public lands throughout Oregon’s 
High Desert. 

As you all know, much work remains to 
be done. In the spirit of change, ONDA has 
developed a new and ambitious agenda for 
the next three years, which we believe will 
result in further protection of Oregon’s des-
ert as Wilderness. During this time, we will 
work to increase protections for Oregon’s 
wild desert lands and rivers by launching 

campaigns to protect Wilderness in the 
Owyhee Canyonlands, Central Oregon and 
the lower John Day River Basin. 

Renewable energy development will 
also be a major part of ONDA’s work in 
the coming years. As the country strives 
to achieve greater energy independence, 
energy developers are expressing signifi-
cant interest in Oregon’s desert. ONDA fully 
supports developing alternative energy 
resources; however, we will likewise strive 
to safeguard areas of pristine wilderness 
that provide contiguous, vital habitat for 
native species. 

We are confident that despite ONDA’s 
recent opposition to Columbia Energy 
Partners’ misguided attempt to place 
hundreds of wind turbines on Steens 
Mountain (see article, page 3), ONDA will 
be able to support wind and other renew-
able energy projects that will strengthen 
rural economies and help us address the 
causes of climate change. Towards this end, 
ONDA will be completing a report over the 
next few months that outlines biological 
considerations and process guidelines 
we believe are necessary to ensure that 
energy development projects are carefully 
regulated and that measures are taken to 

protect fragile desert ecosystems.
In 2009, ONDA will also continue 

our restoration and outreach efforts by 
organizing and leading twenty field trips 
to Oregon’s High Desert. These trips will 
engage hundreds of volunteers who will 
pull miles of barbed wire fence and plant 
thousands of trees. We hope this year to 
cap off a fifteen-year effort to remove over 
250 miles of barbed wire fence from the 
cow-free Hart Mountain National Wildlife 
Refuge by pulling the final four miles of 
fence. We hope you will join us for this 
historic moment.

We think that you will agree that we 
have an ambitious agenda for 2009 despite 
the financial concerns facing the country. 
However, over the last 20 years of its 
existence, ONDA has experienced a number 
of challenging economic conditions. We 
believe that long-term planning and our 
adherence to a fiscally conservative budget 
will allow us to not only survive, but thrive 
in 2009 and beyond.

All of this work would not be possible 
without your support. We hope you join 
us in 2009, in whatever way you can, in 
continuing our efforts to protect, defend, 
and restore Oregon’s deserts.
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Bend, Oregon 97701
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ONDA’s efforts yield new protection for Owyhee Canyonlands, John Day

the magistrate’s ruling, this will help 
solidify a plaintiff’s right to present its 
own field evidence to support claims under 
the Endangered Species Act – and not be 
limited to the inadequate, often biased or 
flawed, evidence the agencies put forward 
in the administrative record for the court 

to review. As a result, we are very pleased 
that the dedicated, years-long efforts of our 
volunteer and expert team in collecting 
and analyzing data on steelhead habitat 
throughout the Malheur National Forest, 
will be admitted into evidence before the 
district court. In particular, Dr. Bob Beschta, 
Jonathan Rhodes and Chris Christie have 
been invaluable to ONDA’s ability to pursue 

and succeed in this litigation. 

Through these and other cases, our Legal 
Defense Program will build on our recent 
success and we will continue to expand our 
litigation efforts in 2009. If successful, our 
work will continue to improve management 
on millions of acres of public land and along 
hundreds of miles of desert streams. 

Legal docket: End-of-year legal report


