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Cows Kil Salmon

By Rill Marferr

Tlli.' Iife of the salmon is
a hiclogical gounilet, While there is no
doubt about the impacis from the over
200 sulmon killing dams tn the Co-
lumbin River Basin, the effects of
livestock grazing are equally efficient
a killing sulmon, Cutile and sheep
erze on over hall of the Columbia
Rivér Basin, primanly east of the
Cascade Mountains, mostly on public
lands managed by the Burewn of Land
Munagement { BLM) and the U5
Forest Service,

By the [880s, livestock were
sctively unraveling the fabae of
Columbig Basin walersheds lifty years
before Bonneville Dam was buile. 1 is
na coincidence that the onset of
dechne for most splmon populations
can be truced (o thial time, The: peak
commercial chinook salmon catch
occurred in 1883, and the slide woward
extinction for many stocks was well
underwny by the turn of the century.

The John Day Raver in Central
Crregon typifies the mize of habitut
problems found in Columbia River basin
east of the Coscudes. One of the longest
un-dammed rivers in the West, the John
Day historcally was home (o on est-
mustedt 100,000 chinook salmon. With
over 100 years of hummenng hooves and
chomping mouths, the fiver now sup-
poris only 3K spring chinnok; the fall

chinook are likely extince.

Little has been done 1o reign-in this
ubuse of Nature. Under a vell of public
relutions poppycock. the Forest Service
and the BLM parade postage stamp
demonstration plots showing how
“grzing management” can improve
stream habitut. The agencies euphemis-

ARTWORK COURTESY OF LARFY MiLAM

tically refer to these bovine bulldozers
as “management fools™, What they
don’t mention is reduced grozing
pressure 15 responsible for opgraded
conditions, Restoring fish habitat by
grazing livestock is like a triple by pass
paibent eating steak three times a week
instead of seven.

e

Szlmon need clean, cool water,
natural spawning and reaning habital, and
unrestricted and timely access 1o the
ocean. Halchenes cannot mitigate the loss
of nistural habitat anymore than i zoo cin
provide a home for grizzly bears,

Walk around the ubiguitous cow pies
that litter the mbutaries of the John Day,
or iy stream o the West, ond you will
see the signs of cow-bushed habitut:
muddy water, sireim sides devoid of
vegetation, high waler iemperatures,
eroded stream banks, algae blooms and
dried-up springs and meadows. And dead
fish,

We hove lid no real suceess restoning
siream habitat from the ravages of live
stock, Most streams in the West are
biologically “dead.” According 1o one
EPA rcport, ripanan areas in the West are
in their worst condition in history.. Cartle
und sheep coatinue to trush fish habita
with impumity, abetied by the BLM and
the Forest Service, under witchful eyes of
ranchers and their political minions from
the West.

If we don'i fix the domis soon, they
will become the tombstones for the
salmon. Assuming we do, we must ensure
that salmon kive a “home” to retum b,
Treating streams as open sewers for
livestock and watersheds as feed lots in
order to mamtain a “way of Life” for
ranchers is not acceplable. The leass
costly and quickest woy 10 restore cow-
burrnt habitat is simply to stop the abuse.
But cows will jump over the moon before
land manigement agencies give bovines
the boot.

Fencing streams to prevent access by
livesiock is one altemative, bul 15 costly
and mmpractical. For example, wen million
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O#0A wishes o apologize to Douglas Moore, for
lack ol crediting his arbaarikin tha Fall ‘B3 =sus al
Desart Ramblings. Thank you, Dowg, for your
artwark and your unoerstanding

RO 1111 DEN

== by Alice Elshoff

Cnngnlmlutinnh are in
order to Portland Audu-
ban Society Tor hostung
another excellent Desert Conférence last
April. As the world wrns, it now falls o
DOMNDA 1o plan the | Tth Annual Desen
Conference, scheéduled for April 28-30,
1995 at the Malheur Field Station, The
planning committee has met and initial
speaking invitations have been mailed. IF
you, wiould like to be involved or have
suggestions (o offer, please let gs know
Readers will note four new members
have been added to our Boasrd of Direc-
tors (see the SChits with Desert Kots™
on page 100, ONDA welcomes these
long-time, hard-working conservationists
far the valuable comributions they have
ulready made and Tor those vet to come,
At the same time, we wish [0 express our
thamks to Ginry Brown for outstonding
service during hig board tepore, Guary

WVOUNCEMENTS

MALHEUR FIELD STATION NEEDS OUR HELP

siarted Cinzens (or Responsible Mining,
pnd is the main reason the people of
Cregon will get to vote in November on
thie Chemical Mining Initiative (see
refated arbicle). He and desen activist
spouse Carlolyn Brown will continue 1o
be our eyes and eurs out in that other
time zone of far Eastern Oregon.

DONDA volunteers enjoved two work
partics this summer, both doing what we
like best, mdding the desert of barb wire
fences. Along with Ceniral Oregon
Auidubon, we removed over & mile of
fence on the Malheur Wildlife Refuge
while also enjoving the excellent birding.

With thut expenence behind us, we
tsckled o tough job gt Har Mouniam
Refuge. remaving fence and wood cormal
which had, over the years, been hikf
burted by a wet meadow ond new aspen
trees. It looked great when we left and a
felt pood 1o have Mexed our muscles to
muke the world a litile
safer for wildlife, ’ Bl
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Can anvone imuging Desen Conference snywhere but ot the Malheur Field
Statron” OF course pot; 1it's unthinksble that one of these days it may oot be there
Mow, more than ever, the stition necds ouar help,

The Ststion 15 working on o progrim o use community workers to furnish Inbor,
but materinls are badly needed, either donated or ot cost. Also needed are trsdes
people who could help truin and supervise these people.

First priority is roofing, Composition shingles and sccompuanying materials are
needed for Spring 1995, A close second 15 all monner of electrical and plumbing
supplies und fixtures, including fluorescent wbes. Also needed ure plywood, 2x4ds,
sheetrock und wood—seal. Borrowed scaffolding to replace high bulbs in the gym

Expertise is needed to maintain, fix and upgrde the heating system. ONDA
would be gload (o organize some work partics if any of these matenals could

b foninid.

Anyone visiting the station, please consider taking along no-longer-needed
household items, Farniture, kawn mowers, linens, Kitchen ttems, painting supplics.
It"s ensier than a yard sale and would really be appreciated, For more information
call Jeanine or Gloria at the station, (503) 493-2629, or give us o call ut

(5003) 189-4566,
_E =S



El‘l'urts to reform the 1872 Min-
ing Law are, an- ;
tering a critical
stage In Con-
gress and your
helpis neededio
countar an as-
sault almed at
scuttling legisla-

[ 1
?Tw I872 Mining Law ;..
Bives mining companies the
right fo by mineralized
puibrlic land for 35 or less

It is a wasteful and dangerous law that
must be reformed.

A House-Senate conference com-
mittee is meeting to work out differ-
ences between a strong House bill,
H.R. 322, and a much weaker Senate
bill. House approval is anticipated.

Senate approval,
however, may be diffi-
cult. Reform oppo-
nents intend to block
the Senata from ever
gEtting 1o vole on the
maasure by staging a
fillbuster. If the anti-

tion through a filj.  ————
buster. Senator Hatfield 15 needad to
win this fight.

The 1872 Mining Law which gow-
&mns hardraock mining on public lands
makes mining the highest and best
use of these lands. It gives mining
companies the right to buy mineral-
ifed public land for $5 or iess, and
collects no royelties for extracted
mingrais. The law contains no envi-
ronmental or reclamation standards.

reform Sanators can
hiold forty votes, thay

can block a vote from being taken on -

the: bill.

Sixty Senators are needed to stand
up against a filibuster, We balisve we
can da this. Senator Hatfield is one of
the critical Senators we will need for
Lhis victorny,

We. ask you to take a moment to
write Senator Hatfield and urge him to
sUpport comprehensive mining law re-

NATIONAL MINING ALERT

1872 Mining Law: Reform, at last?

form and vota against a filibuster, A
sample latter follows.

To: The Honorable Senator Hatfield
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator:

| am witing to urge you to support
comprehensive legisiation to reform
the 1872 Mining Law and oppose a
Senate filibuster aimed at killing the
process. As a taxpayer, | am outraged
by the Mining Law and want to see it
reformed,

| balieve the House bill, H.R. 322,
i3 a good foundation 1o stop the waste-
ful giveaway provisions of the Mining
Law and prevent conbinued environ:
mental problems created by mining. |
am ecancemed by reform opponents
wiho are threatening to hilibuster this
legislation. Please do nok iet this small
minarity prevent Congress from wal-
ing on this matter.

Flease stop the gridiock by oppos-
ing a Senata filibuster.

STATE MINING ALERT

Congratulations to the STOP'M campaign and all the
ONDA members that help put the Chemical Mining Reform
Initiative on the November ballot. If passed by Oregon
vaters, the measure will:

(3100 for couples filing jointly) that you've contributed
to a political campaign. Newmaont Gold Mining is saying -
that they'll spend whatever it takes to open the Grassy
Mountain mine near the Owyhee River. Your contribution
will help STOP'M run an effective grassroots campaign
* Require mining companies to backfill pits and restore 1o pass this initiative.
surface waterways and subsurface aguifers destroyed ;
by mining;
* Remove subsidies and require companies mining in
Oregon to pay full costs, and;

= Insure perpetual care and monitoring of sites.

= Send STOP'M your gold. One way to protest the environ-
mental destruction of cyanide mining is to show Just haw
easily gold can be recycled. We'd like to collect enough
gold from STOP'M's supporters to equal several days’
production at the proposed Newmaont mine. If vou have
gold you no longer need - single eamrings, or other
jewelry — and you're willing to contribute it to the
campaign, we'll arrange to pick it up, and send you a
contribution receipt for the amount it's eventually sold
for. Call STOP'M at 221-1683 to amange your donation.

This initiative is sensible, prident and responsible.

Please do what vou can to halp us win:

* Reqguest a speaker from STOR'M for your group, and
SUEEEST groups that shoauld recens a8 speaker.

= Write letters to the aditor and sand STOP'M news clips
50 they can refute phony arguments and factoids.

= Contribute to the campaign, Oregon’s Paolitical Tax
Credit allows individuals to take a tax credit of up to $50

We canwin. Euh-:u'_- need your helpl Pliease don't delay
your response. And don't forget to voteal i




“COWYHEE” WITHOUT THE “C”

rA} OHI'JA recently helped
é‘ Ml convince the State Land
L Booard to approve o new

rule allowing the public
to lease stute owned lands Tor conserva-
ton use. ONDA is prepaning to lease
29,000 acres in SE Oregon's Owyhee
Canyonlands from the Oregon [Division
of State Lands (DSL) that will be
auctioned this fall.

The land ONDA will bid on belongs
to a category of lands that Congress set
wside for support of the stale’s public
schools. These lands, by terms of their
grunt, must be managed to maximize
long-term financial goin to the Common
School Fund. These lands have histori-
cally been used exclusively for grazing
livestock and as a consequence, have
only returned the annual eqivalent of
0.5% to the School Fund. The new mles
were designed 1o correct this subsidy 1o
the ranchers and provide maximum
return to the School Fund.

While ONDA Believes the new rules
iwre o step in the nght direction, ONDA
15 challenging the mules in court 1o
remove the remaining subsidies o the
runchers, ONDA also intervened ina
lawsuit filed by Oregon ranchers against
the state claiming the stale must renew
the leases with the ranchers and provide
them compensation if they lose their
lenses through competitive bidding.

Although the nules recognize
“conservation use™ (i.e., no grazing) of
the lund , they still favor the ranchers
wha currently hold state leases, For
example, existing lessees have an
exclusive nght at o “sealed-bid™ suction
1o tlop the high bid. In addition, profits
ranchers derive from grazing the land
will help offset rem increases; by
conmtrast, if conserviltion use by ONDA
merenses the land’s grazing capacity, as
is Itkely, ONDA will pay higher rent
* without receiving any corresponding
financial benefit. These are but two
examples of how the nules effectively
discourage conservation users,

As many of you know, ONDA has
embarked on an ambitious campaign fo
endow o Wildemess Fund to finance our

livestock. In either case, ONDA will
request that state lands in the Owyhee
Canyonlands be traded or sold 1o BLM
and designated as wilderness as is being
recommended for adjacent BLM lands.
We believe these and other effons
will allow us o bid a fond farewell to the
cows and restore this pocket of Oregon's
Cuthack. 3

lense payments until we achieve our
long term vision. As an interim measure,
we ure looking ot possible designution
of the Owyhee Canvonlands us a state
wilderness purk and have requoested the
DSL 1o nominate the lind for placement
on Oregon’s Naturl Herituge Register
which recognizes ecosystems worthy of
prodediion.

ONDAs long term
vision is to protect the
entire Greater Cwyhee i
Canyonlands Ecosystem. i8R
Some conserviation ik
groups have already
proposed that the
Owyhee be managed by
the National Park
Service. Along the same
line=, designation @5 o
MNation| Conservation
Area, managed by the -
BLM, is another oplion
depending on whether
BLM is open to manag-
ing the land wihout

PHOTO Y & TEPFER

Feed Lots on a Wild and Scenic River?

by Jim Borwick

Th:ll'zi what the Oregon Depariment of Parks and Recrestion had in mind, not 1o

| mention its plan to irrigate 30 acres from the John Day River, a state-designated

scenic waterway and federal wild and scenic river that already suffers from low -

| stream flows (Caused by upstream diversions).

ONDA intervened. finng off o letier 1o the Department questioning the propricty
of leasing the land at all, let ulone to Billy Cross, a mncheér whose land ethics are
dubious, ONDA asked that the Depariment not sign o new lease until it could be
determined that the area is being managed to protect and preserve the ecological
values of the land and the John Day River.

ONDA cited the rancher’s history of land abuse us o key reason for the state to
use caution, Cross, who holds a BLM grazing permit for the Black Rock Allotment
bordering the John Day River just south of the Spring Basin Wilderness Study Area
(WS5A), was investigated by the BLM in 1990 for cattle trespass and unauthorized

|- clearing and rosd constroction in the Black Rock Allotment, A road had been blnded

mto the John Day River, among other damage. The BLM recommended prosecution
but the case did not go to trial, according 1o the BLM.

More recently, Cross mounted his trusty bulldozer and rearranged lands within
the W3A, including blading 8 new road, Through the LS. Anorney's office, the
BLM has signed u stipulated agreement with Cross pleading guilty to charges of
destruction of natural features in and adjncent (o the river und WSA, It requires him
ta fully restore the land he bulldozed. Cross will also be placed on bench probation

: Continaed page T
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Sutton Mountain
John Day River

by Elgine Rees
T]lc John Day region of North Central
Ovegon offers o wonderful vanety of
opportunities for studying and enjoying
the greal outdoors. OF course there 15 the
John Day River itself, which has carved
o tortuous channel through several
hundred feet of basalt and ash, and is one
of Oregon’s most spectnculer Wild and
Scenic Rivers. Here too, the green, red,
and bufl hues of the John Day Formation
are exposed to scientific and artistic
scruliny.

The newest addition to the Otregon
High Desert Provection Act , Sufton
Mountain has revened from privite o
public ownership, This 62,000 acre
proposed wildemess area is definitely a
place worth experiencing.

Sutton Mountain is a massive ridge
separiting the John Day River from one
of its main tributaries, Bndge Creek,
The Painted Hills Unit of the John Day
Fossil Beds National Monument lies in
its early moming shadow. From any-
where along its sinuous ndgeline, the
views over the npgeedly beautiful
landscape of Wheeler, Jefferson, and
Crook Counties sre nothing short of
breathiaking.

I visited Sutton Mountain in early
Muay. spending the first night at a primi-
tive campground on Bridge Creek
approximately one mile north of High-
way 26. The paved road past this camp-
ing spot continues on to the entrance to
the Painted Hills; the public lands of
Suiton Mountain abul the road on the
east, Hiking along Sutton Mountain's
sandy draws on this side is o great way 1o
get acquainied with the trucks of the
local wildlife (mule deer, elk. covoie,
chukar, and a myriad of rodents and
repiiles) and 1o obsérve the stunted
prickly pear cactus which grows thickly
in some areds. Funther north, afier the
pavement has given way 1o grvel, there
15 a photogenic pocket of eroded wif not
fur from Stovepipe Spring.

It ix poasible (o traverse the winding
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gravel road along Sutton Mountain’s
north flank in o regular passenger
vehicle. This route will take you down to
the John Day River where the land is
privately owned. Gird’s Creek Rood
takes you back along the mountain’s east

¥

| " #
utton Maountain is a massive
ridge separating the John Day
River from one of its main
tributaries, Bridge Creek,”
—-

side through another scenic canyon.
There is both public and private land
along this road, o8 illustruted on BLM's
map, Lower Joha Day River Public
Lands, You can pick one up ot the
Prineville BLM Office or at the Mutiona:l
Park Service Office in John Day.

A great day hike—or the perfect first
leg of & backpacking tnp—is a trek up
Curroll Rim to Sutton Mountain's
southern summit. This trml 15 an old rosd
now giled dagamst unauthorized vehicle
use. The truilhead is approximately one
quarter of a mile south of the junction of
State Route 207 and Gird's Creek Road,
Go very slowly around the sharp curve
there and you will see a gate in the fence
on the west side of the rosd. You can
park inside the gate. From here you'll

=

hike steadily uphill for about four miles,
mostly through lush grasslands where
spring wildflowers endlessly entertain
the eve.

One of the highlights of this route is.
the likelihood of finding Simpwon 's
pediocactus in bloom. Look for the pink
Mowers of this small barrel cactus on
rocky exposures al the higher elevations
in April and early May. During this
scason you may also see grass widow
{Sixvrinchiom douglasii), an elegant
member of the iris family, nodding its
purplish flowers in the wind.

_ Much of Suiton Mountain has been
spared from the worst ravages of hve- ©
stock gruzing. In 1992 ONDA ook BLM
to task for illegal grazing, resulting in
fines levied against the outlow rancher.

Black Cunyon, o nonheastern
drainage of the mountain, has been
nominated as 4 Resenrch Nitural Area
because of ils high-quality low sage/
bluebunch wheatgrass and Idaho fescue/
bluebunch wheatgrass communitics,
Black Canyon also hurbors several
populations of Thelvpodinm eucosmmm,
a candidate species for Threatened and
Endangered status,

S0, the next time you find yourself
on Highway 26 in the vicinity of
Miichell, be sure to stop and explore
Sutton Mountain. Better yet, plan a trip
just for that purpose. You will not be
disappointed. 0



Salmon — Poached or Iced, the Clean Water Act Will Decide

by Ellen Mendoza

In a lawsuit filed in federal court m May.
DHNDA is challenging a grazing permii
on the Middle Fork of the John Dy
River. which 15 a spawming stream for
wild spring chinook salmon and sieel-
head. The lowsait was liled under the
Clean Water Act to require the grozing
permitice (o secure stuteWiler qualily
certification before the Forest Service
issues a gruzing permit. 1 successful, the
Clean Water Act will be nmajor (ool in
the West tg/protect fish habita from the
deleterious effects of livestock profing’
It 15 not too hard Lo undémtand that
cows cating vegelation around streams,
trampling banks and streambeds, and
defecating in the streams are a nightmare
to fish. The loss of vegewation around
riparian areas, which allows more
sunlight to hit the water, results in lethal
wiler iemperatures for salmon who need
conl, clean woter tov live and spawn in.

Although the state has never re-
quired water quality certifications for |
federal grazing permits before, they ane
responsible under the Clean Water Act
for assuting that water quality.standards
fortemperamiteare met. In the Middle
Fairk. thie standurd is 68" Eahrenheit
However, measurements have shown
that the actual iemperature of the Middle
Fork and Camp Creek,a rﬁhhﬂu:,- aleq
affected by thé graging permit, exceeds
that standard throtghout July and

August,

August is the month that the chinook
wilmon spawn in these streams. In past
years, W% of juvenile salmon died in
the Middle Fork due to high water
emperatures.

The John Day basin is ceded Tand of
the Confedermted Tribes of the Warm
Springs Indion Reservation who have
filed @ motion (o intervenes in suppon of
the suit. Likewise, a coalition of ranchers
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have moved to enter the lnwsuit in
opposition.

DNDA 15 being represented by the
Western Environmentil Law Clinic in
Eugene. 0

From the Quiback, continwed from page |

dollars would be required to fence the
nearly 1,000 nules of stream habitot
nocd of restoration just on the John Doy
Thousands of miles of streams simply
can’t be fenced. moch less maintained.
Nor does fencing address the entire
witershed; they can kill and impair
movement of wildlife; end they are ugly.

Past attempts to reform grasng
practices, including the current Range
Reform "94 debacle, have been made
nearly impossible by politicos who are
slaves to the ranching industry. Offering
incentives to ranchers for “retinng” from
the public lands may be the best way 1o
address this political impediment.

In the Snake River Basin, home to
the endangered Snake River sulmon, over
B0% of the grazing occurs on public
lands, mostly n the Salmon and Grande
Ronde watersheds, If the 405,000 animal
unit months (ALMSE) in the basin wene

| retived at $S0/AUM, vast areas of salmon

habitat could be restored for just over
520 million — a bargain. Half of the
approximiately two million ALTMs on
public lands in the Columbia River Basin
could be retired for 550 milhion.
BEanchers deserve a litile money and
time to make the ransition, But the cows
must go. O



ACTION ALERTE

Limit RS 2477, and Save Our Fuhﬂr; Lands

ness areas. Developers are using the
law to get around laws protecting these
special lands. In Utah alone, nearly
4,000 roads have been claimed under
RS 2477. The effect of such a free-for-
all will seriously hamper efforts to pro-

Your help is neadad to limit the
harmful effects of an archale, 100
year-old law, kifown as RS 2477, that
allowed counties and states to claim
rights-ofway on public lands, even if
they are in wildemeass areas, na

tional parks, or wildlife refuges. tect parks, wildlife refuges and wilder
This' obscure statute was de- ness areas. : _ .
signed to give the public access 1o Tough new rules are required 10 o5y existing rights-ofway 1o ex

federal lands withdut any red tape. It
has the potential to be a disaster as
groups opposed to land protection,
such as the “wise use” peopla, have

stop this threat to our public lands. ceed what was originally granted: |
Even though the statute has been re- 3 angure that federal land managing
pealed, many existing claims must ba. agencles are given authority to man-
addressed. age these rights-ofway in arder to

picked up on its potentially damaging

impacts to these spacial areas.
Although repealed in 1976, rights-

of-way existing before then wers

Write to Secretary Bruce Babbitt
Ask him to:

avoid conflicts with special lands
such as wildemess areas and na-
tional parks.

grandfathered in. Now, the Depart-
ment -of Interior is drafting rules to
regulate these grandfatherad right-of
ways, which include old jeep trails

1. continue to push for strong regula-
tions that will protect significant fed-
eral lands and resource values from
any new roads;

Send your letter to:
The Honorable Bruce Babbitt
Secretary of the Intarior

f Interi
and other innocuous routes inwilder- 2. make sure the new rules don't allow I.ISE IWE g“i’"'““':*- v "'“"
It's not Wild without Bears and Cougars
Ferdlng, continued from page 4

The Oregon Bear and Cougar
Coalition (OBCC) placed a measure on
the 1994 November ballot to stop
unethical hunting of bears and cougars,
Measure 18 would ban the useof bail
when hunting bears and the use of
hounds when hunting bears and cougiirs.

Current state law allows hunters (o
use these biologically unsound methods
to hunt cougars and bears. On o typical
bear or cougar hunt, a rophy hunter
relenses a pack of hounds. Equipped
with radio transmitters the hounds chase
the bear or cougar until eventually the
exhausted animal climbs a tree to escape
the baying dogs. The hunter picks up the
radio signal on his hind-held directional
antenna and follows the signal 1o the
animal, then shoots it &t poini-blank
rnge,

The measure the OBCC proposes

would also prohibit the baiting of bears.
In this case, the hunter dumps rotting
meit; jelly doughnuts and candy in the
woods, then waits behind a blind or in o
tree until the bear discovers the hait.
While the bear feeds, the hunter then
shoots the animal.

Aside from the ethics 1ssue, ONDA
opposes the ecologically unjustified
removal of predators from ecosystems,

especially considering the long history of

ghuse these animals have been subjected
to through Amimal Damge Comrol, The
OBCC expects strong opposition from
virious rophy hunting organizaiions. A
YES vote on Measure |8 November §
will help keep the “wild” in Oregon,

Chregon Bear and Cougar Coalition
4511 SE Hawthorne #2404
Poriland, OR 97215

(SU3) 232-Bixih |

A, b

for three years and be required to cover
the BLM’s costs Tor adminisiering the
violations. In turn, the BLM's 1,000
fine was suspended.

The Department now must determine
if Cross® use of the land is inconsisient
with the designation as 4 -state scenic
waterway. Perhups when they see the
gbuse, they'll conelude as we have that
both Mr. Cross and the cows must go.

If you don't like this either, write to:

Purks and Recrestion Direcior Bab Meinen
CHR Dep't, of Parks und Recreathon

525 Trade 51, SE

Salerm, {HE 97110,

Tell him in no uncersm terms thi
vou don't appreciale state park lands
being munaged as feed lots. Tell him to
kick the cows out, leave the water in the
John Day River, and manage the land for
its wildemisss values, ‘D



ACTION ALERT

California Desert Bill Threatened by Gridlock

In April, the U.5. Sanate passed
the Califomia Desert Protection Act

Lands Act of 1980, would protect
nearly T million acres of the beautiful
and fragile Califomnia Desert, Includ-
ing some of the nation’s most out-
standing scenic, ecological, cultural
and recreational lands. The Increas-
ing population. of the reglon, spread-
Ing developments, offtoad vehiclke
usa, mining, grazing and other activi-
ties have had a profound impact —
-only Congressional protection can
prevent further imeversible damage
to this fragiie landscape. s
Gridlock thrives on Capital Hill.
Mot only have major legislative initia-
tves been stopped, but all parks
legislation is belng threatened with

killer amendments and filibusters. Op-
ponents are targeting the Califomnia

(5.21) by a solidly bipartisan margin - Desert bill (5.21) for defeat through
-of 69-29. Last gridlack. Time is
month, - the running out. If
U.5. House of the Senate
Representa- _does not. act
tives passed soon the oppor-
similar legisla- tunity to protect
tion. For the these lands will
President to ‘ have passed.
sign this bill his historic
Ity L, the if- : : What You
fotenins ho. legislation... At
tween the two would protect
bills need to be » : T 1. Call Presi-
ok T wearly 7 million S ]
what is known acres of the office immedi-
as a confer- beautiful and ately! Phone
ance commil- ; (202) 4585-
tee, with the fragile 1414. Ask him
compramise California to please help
bill sent back D 1 resolve the
to the House esert. gridlock on
and Senate for 5.21 so he can
final approval. Sign it this year.
This  his-
toric legisla- 2. Call Senataor
tion, the largast Hatfield's offica
lands protec- . {phone 202/
tion bill since 224-3T753) and
the Alaska thank Senator

Hatfield for supporting Senate pas-
sage of the Califomia Desert Protec-
tion Act 5.21, including a Mojave
National Park;

Bacause Senator Hatfield's lead-
ership will be crucial,

« Ask Senator Hatfield to oppose any
effort to block further movement of
the legislation, don't ket Washing-
ton grnidlock prevent the protection
of parks and wildemess;

= Ask for Senator Hatfield's vote In
suppart of final approval of the Calk
formia Desert Protection Act in the
Sanate. 0

Military Chaff -
It's Not Dental Floss

by Ellen Mendoza

Sinc: at least World War 11 {according
to my veteran father) the military have
had the idea that dropping slivers of
metal, known as chaff, from the air will
confuse enemy radar. Despite the
experience it got 50 years ago, the
mulitary soll apparently feels the need 1o
pructice this routine over current enemy
territory — the public lands of the West,

For the last 20 years, according o a
March 1994 memo from the BLM
Dastrict Manager of Carson City, Ne-
vida, the Fallon Naval Air Stution has
linered adjacent lunds with an estimated
1.2 trillion chafl fibers, There is no
estimate for how much of the stuff his
been dropped throughout the military
overflight areas that include the Owyhee
Canyonlands: And there has never been
an environmental assessment of the
cifecis of these releiases on the land,
water, or living creatures of the desen
(wild or soon to be barbequed ). Afies
bundles of chaff were found in o Nevadi
wilderness study area by BLM siafT, the
Mevada BLM Ste Director recom-
mended 1o the Natonal Director that an
environmentil assessment be prepancd
by the military.

Chaff are fiberglass-conled micro-
fine aluminuem fibers, The fibers are
small enough to be classified as
inhaleable particulates. The unknown
effects of chaff were one of the grounds
for appeal of the Owyhee River Mamage-
ment Plan to the Interior Board of Land
Appeals by ONDA this past Moy, The
plan revealed that chafl releases were
occurring in the Owyhee Canyonlands
and would be permitted 1o continue. 0



A—WIMAL DAMAGE CONTROL

Report Available

Wildlife Damage Review's Waste, Fraid
& Abuse jn the U.S. Animal Damage
Lontrgl Program documents that funding
of the ADC is not justifiable, especiafly in
vew of our enormocs federal deficit, This
31-page report, compiled by Pat Wolff of
New West Research, detalls an unwav
ranted subsidy aof a federal program that
resists reform. The report Is availabie for
$10 from WDR., PO Box 85218, Tucson
AZ B5 754,
—

ACTION ALERT:

—_—
EPA Can Ban M-dds! =

The Environmental Protection
Agency i= currently invesbigating M-44s5,
the poison guns that inject lethal so-
dium cyanide into the mouths of any
anmimal that takes the bait. You can
make a difference by writing the EPA

THANKS!

We needed

and urging them to im-

mediately ban the pro-

duction and use of M-d4s, Stress that

they do this by executive. order. Let

them know that M-44s;

= Pose a serious threat 1o public h»ealth
ond safety — espaciaily to children
on public land

= Kill or ham wildlife indiscriminately
and nor-selactivily — including threat-
ened and endangered species

= Are a threat to domestic dogs, espe-
cially. on public lands. used by hikers

= and hunters

= fire not used by most ranchers- only
by an imesponsible handful

= Are not necessary 1o protect livestock

= Ara being illegally used and abused by
individuals and by ADC

Write to Carol Brawner, Ervironmental

Protection Agency, 401 M Street, SW,

'-'-'aahingmn. DC 20460, 0

that

Dear Ball;

| enjoved very much getting the opporiunity 1o meet with you during your visil
to 3an Fruncisco last Thursday, and leaming fird hand sboat ONDA’s important
waork in defense of Oregon’s marvelous desen regions. By now [ have read through
the newsletiers, chippings, and other material VL SR ke, afid 1 continue to be n
awe of how much can be sccomplished by a tiny organization operating on o minus-

cule budget. All it tukes, evidently, 15 vision mulhr-.h.ﬂ dedic I.||IIII — DIMDA, i
seems, hps both - T
| have been able (o shiare whai | learned

trom your with the baard of our Foundiation.
wnd | bm pleased to inform you that we have
decided to contribute 57500 in support of
ONDA s tax deductible activities. A check m
that amount is enclosed with this lener. 1 hope
you are able to build your membership, and
find at lenst some of the foundation sepport
you deserve, Keep up the good work!

Please put us on the mailing list for
"Desent Ramblings,” We'd be imerested in
hearmg of new developments with ONDA,
the Oregon desen, or the western deseris in
general

Sincerely,

Bob Spertus; Treasurer
Pemdam Foundation 0

The frliming poes from An Unspoken
Hunger, Pamtboan, 1994, i repwrinsed
with perwierion of the awtbor,
Terry's emcoumter took pluce on the way e
tiew rhe saregronse conrtrbup ar
Facter Flats durong the
1993 Derert Conferomee.

REDEMPTION

for Wendell Berry

Y TERRY TEMPEST WILLLAMS

towserd Matbeur Lake in the
Girear Baiin of mutbeustern Gregon,

1 e @ cuyere. T smpped rhe dar,

opened the door, mad watked fo fim.
I'ruﬂulﬂ-wqﬁhhﬂr“‘m,

e,
cvidence thar it bad been pulled away from

the dug-body by an Band
m‘ﬂ-lﬂl':ﬂi. e e

Standing in the siddle of the High Desers,

Irote & perion cin B¢ am fap

Between rmo urge-overed curs avad ool
a rieady mveem of western lenagre

Sy through durinig spring weigration:
yeiloer badier, back wings, red beud,

And b, @ fe wmiler mest
sear Focter Flafs, pme ann initmes -
indu;pmnrhrmﬂbh,

ramprLandy,
IWe crw try amd kill ail that iv native,

strimg if up by its hind legy for all ta see.
Fux rpiriy el cond middmes e

Anticipate remerreaion.



o HATS WITH DIESERT RATS

MICHELE PENNER - Michele is a founding member of ONDA but has just recenily become
active as Treasurer, She grew up wandering the desents of California with her mother and brother and
has loved the arid Lands ever since. Her past includes 2 BS in Anthropology and a MS in Environmental
and Occupational Health. One college semester she spent four months trveling 30,000 miles
circumventing the Earth on a ship and visiting 21 countries. She has lived in Bend since 1978 and
currently works for the Research arm of the Forest Service administering the USFS Silviculture Lab,
She believes in what she calls “systemic synergy — that all things are deeply connected and in order
tor help the Earih, and thus ourselves, we must find the root of this connection and act out from iL" In
living this connection she believes we respect all life, take full responsibility for our actions knowing
they will systematically affect our world and return 1o us, and anticipate und look for the “synergism”
n our lives,

DAvID FUNK - David 1s president of Funk & Associates Marketing Commumications in Eugene. One
of the Northwest's largest design firms, the company specializes in corporate identity, advertising and
primted material design. David was state chairman of the successful Oregon Rivers Initiative (Ballot
Measure 7) in 1988, served on the board of the ONRC and is currently board president of the Nartive Forest
council.

A long-confirmed desert rat, David roamed the canyons of the Mojave desent in Califormia s o leenager
and has hiked and mfied throughout the canyonlands of southerm Utah and northern Arizonn. Since he
amved n Oregon in 1970 and first visited the Steens, he has been an avid desert bird-watcher and hiker.
Following the birth of his first child in 1976, David’s interest in the outdoors turmed from participation and
enjoyment to political sctivism., “1 wanted my children 1o hove the same opportunities growing up in the
outdoors as | did.” ;

As David says, “As a kid growing up in the San Gubrel and Sierra Madre mountuins outside of L.A_,
I wiiched the bulldozers and pavement destroy the lund and wildlife around me. [ don't wanl 1o e that
happen to Oregon.”

“hTHLEEH 5|MP5'DH M?H'DH — Girowing up on her family's farm in the Willamete
Valley provided Kathi with hands-od experience with sheep and cattle. Childhood through college
duys spent hiking Oregon’s sundy beaches or salmon fishing from dories out of Cape Kiwanda
shuped her passion for rolling wide open landscapes and skies without end shadowed by sunset
flumed clouds — and & compassion and reverence for ull creation,

When she met and marmed Jim Myron (Oregon Trout™WaterWaich) in 1975, Kathi was
challenged by Jim's aversion o “mold and mildew” to expand her environmental attention to
Central Oregon.

In August 1987, on her first trip to southeastern Oregon’s Trout Creek Mountains, Kathi met
the Lahontan cutthroat trout of Willow and Whitehorse Creeks —and lost her heart to the dry ocean
land waves of Southeast Oregon.

“Alkali dust is addictive!” and no pluce to be grazing domestic livestock, Kathi's changing
career path (newspuper work, insurance agent, school library, church office management, freclance photogrpher and wriier) and her
education background, (a BA in Human Resources Management) provide her with a variety of skills 1o contribute o desent advocacy.

ETU EUEAHMAH — alu, 8 product of Mew York City's great swuth of suburbia, has always been o desert rat watting to huppen.
Stu first visited Oregon®s high desert in 19530 on a bicycle trip lie took from New York to San Francisco. Even today, he con still feel
the brutal heat of Oregon’s desert, with all its beauty, inviting wide apen spuces, and unter indifference to biped {and bi-wheeled)
mammalian thirst. The following year, Stu escaped form New York to pursue s career as o marine biologist near Miami, Florida. He
gridusted with & BS in Marine Science and Biology from the University of Miami, and worked for five years as a marine biologist.

He then decided he could more effectively protect the environment as a lowyer, so he moved to Portland, Oregon in 1988 to study
law. Now he practices law in Portlund, but visits the High Desen and his favonie place, Hart Mountain, as much as possible. He comes
1o ONDA to lend legnl assistance as well 6s to provide active hLl]:RD-I't to ONIDA'S virrions projects, 0



