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Clean Stream Initiative fights livestock pollution

Government inaction prompts citizen response

regonianstake prideinour relationship tothe land.

Wewantto protectourenvironmentforfuturegenera-
tions. Like other Americans, we recognize water pollutionas
perhapsthemostimportantenvironmentaland publichealth
issuefacingtheworldtoday. Consequently,wehavepassedlaws
toprotectourwater fromindustrial point-source pollution, but
we have notyeteffectively ad-
dressedtheenormousproblem
ofnon-pointpollutionsources,
thatis, effluents notobviously

ROMTHEOUTBACK
byBill Marlett

egonians say they would support a measure to prevent
livestock fromfouling ourriversand streams.? The Oregon
CleanStream Initiative, introduced byacitizengroupwiththe
samename, would dojustthat (see pg.5-8for details).

The Clean Stream Initiative will phase outgrazingin
riparianareas, drastically reducingwater pollutionfromlive-
stock. Itwill helprestorethou-
sandsof rivermilesdegradedby
livestock, thereby improving
fisheries, drinkingwater qual-

pouringintoariverfromanout-
letsuchasapipe.

Oregon’sriversandtheirwatersare public property,regu-
lated by the statefor itscitizens. Mostindustriesmustobtaina
permittodischarge pollutantsintoour publicwaters. Yetevery
year, thelivestockindustry—directlyandindirectly—‘dumps”
650million poundsofmanureintoOregonstreams, freefrom
anyformofregulation. Inaddition, cattleloiteralongstreams,
tramplingandgrazing offvegetation, increasingerosion, sedi-
mentation,andwatertemperatures. Salmonandtroutpopula-
tionssuffer, water becomesunfitfor swimming,and drinking
waterisfouled.

Foryears, the State hasfailed tocontrol thisbiggestsource
of non-point pollutioninour

ity, wildlife populationsand

water recreation. Inaddition,
therestoredwatershedswillbenefitagriculturebyincreasing
streamflows, reducing peak flooding, extendingtheirrigation
season,andaugmentingforage production.

Becauseofthemanybenefitsthemeasurewould produce,
ONDA callsonmembers, conservationists, hunters,anglers
and publichealth organizationsto help placeitontheballot
andpassitin1996. Considerthesefacts:

Livestock foul over halfthestate’srivers,but government
agencieshavefailedtoact.

Morethanhalftheriver milesin Oregon (inventoriedin
1992 by the Oregon Department of Environmental Quality)

donotmeet minimum water

rivers. Ourelectedrepresenta- [ T
tivesaresupposedtopasslawsto [ = = = =
protect public health. Butin e
Washington, D.C.,theRepubli- ! N T

can-controlledCongressisusing
industrylobbyiststodraftbillsto
weakenthefederal CleanWater
Act(seebackpage). InOregon,
our legislatorsandgovernment
agencieshaverepeatedlybacked
away frommeaningfulreforms
afterbeingpressuredbythecattle
industry.
Thetimehascometoseek
reliefthroughagrassrootsballot
measure. Three outoffour Or-

recreationunsanitary.

Livestock ""dump'* 650 million pounds of manureannually into
Oregonstreamsand degrade riparian zones, increasingerosion,
fouling drinking water, impacting fisheries,and making water

qualitystandardsrequiredbythe
federal Clean Water Act. More

. than halftheriver milesinthe
: Deschutes,John Day, Umatilla,
andthe Grande Ronde water-
shedsareinneedofrestoration.
OnBureau of Land Manage-
mentlands, mostofwhichare
leased for grazing, only one of
everyfivemilesofriparianareas
isfunctioningwellenoughto
sustainwaterquality. Although
regulationsarein placetocor-
rectthesesituations, thereislittle
enforcement.
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Oregon Natural Desert Association

Mission

The purpose of the Oregon Natural Desert
Association isto promote the preservation,
protection and rehabilitation of Oregon’s
arid-landenvironmentand toeducate the
general populationonthevalues of preserv-
ing the natural arid-land environment.
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by AliceElshoff

Join us at ONDA’s Annual Meeting

October 14-15 « Hancock Field Station, Wasco County

fyoulikedthefield tripsat Desert Conference, if you enjoyed the open mike for

conservationstrategy, butwishedithad lasted longer, we have somethingforyou!
ONDAsinformal, fun-filled and informative Annual Meeting will take place on
October 14-15at Hancock Field Station, near Antelope, OR. Ifyou can'tfind the
registration formwesentin September, call ONDA at (503) 385-6908.

Highlightsincludefield tripsto Sutton Mountain, Spring
Basin,andtheJohn DayRiver. OnSaturdayevening, ONDA
will premieranevocativeslide presentation featuring the
desertimagesofeightOregonphotographers. Pleasebring -
alongslidesandstoriesyouwanttoshare.

We look forward toseeingyou at Hancock Field Station.

© ELAINE REES

Participantsinour second annual volunteer work party at Hart Mountain Wildlife Refuge in
August celebrateanother successful fence removal. The refuge looks more beautiful thanever
after several seasonswithout livestock grazing.

ONDA seeks listing of Desert Redband Trout

I nApril, ONDA, seven other conservation organizationsand one individual

petitionedthe U.S. Fishand Wildlife Service (USFWS)tolistthe Desert Redband
Troutasanendangered speciesunderthefederal Endangered Species Act. Desert
Redband Trout(Oncorhynchusmykissssp.), whichinhabitthe Snake Riverdrainages
ofsoutheastern Oregon, southern ldaho,and northwestern Nevada, are severely
threatened by streamside habitatdegradation, primarily causedby livestockgrazing
andprolongeddroughtconditions.

Stateagenciesand private organizationsalike have longconsidered the Desert
Redbandaspeciesof “specialconcern,”asdoesUSFWS,whichhasalready designated
itasaCategory Il candidate for federal listing.

Although Desert Redband troutare uniquely adaptedtothriveinthearid
environment, they simply cannotsurvive instreamsstripped of vegetationand
muddiedandpolluted by livestock. ListingundertheESAwould mandatearecovery
plantosavethefishfromextinction. Under law, the USFWSmustdecidewithinone
yearwhetherornotto proposelisting.
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Lament of the Lahontan Cutthroat Trout

Livestock exclosures work best, but BLM still allows grazing in streams

by KathleenSimpsonMyron

The Lahontan cutthroat trout, afed-
erally threatened species, isfoundinsouth-
eastern Oregonwheregrazing istheonly
significantimpacton its stream habitat.
Theauthor hasbeenactively involvedin
savingthisfishfromextinction.-Ed.

Waterflowsswiftly pastwillow-clad
banks. Youngwillowwandsdanceinthe
goldenlightoflateafternoon. Birdsong
andwildflowersdelightthesenses. The
desert’sstillnessisawelcomebalmtothe
spirit. ItisJuneandallmay seemwellin
theheartofthe TroutCreek Mountains,
home ofthe Lahontan cutthroattrout.

Butisit?

Meanderingdownstreamfromthe
nearly 7,000-foothighspringmeadows
tothe 4,000-foot valley floor, one sees
thetell-talesignsofgrazing:activelyerod-
ingmeadows,downcutstreams, hillside
gullies,sedimentbars, headcuts,andal-
tered plant communities. Little
Whitehorse Creek,saysBureauof Land
Management (BLM)hydrologistJack
Wenderoth, “isfunctioningatrisk.”

“Atrisk” isnotanencouragingde-

© KATHI SIMPSON MYRON

upstream until blocked by asolid object, like
thebasaltinthis photograph.

scriptionofastreamwhichsupportsone
of the rarest trout species in North
America. TheWillow/WhitehorseCreek
cutthroatistheonlyoneof 14subspecies
of native troutin the Intermountain
Westthat hascompletely escaped hy-
bridizationwithexotictrout.

Of the 100,000 acres in the
Whitehorse Creekand Willow Creek
watershedsinthe Trout Creek Moun-
tains,afull91,000acresare publiclands.
Theyhavebeenintensively grazed by
livestock foroveracentury. In1971the
BLM, incooperationwiththe Oregon
DepartmentofFishandWildlifeandthe
Whitehorse Ranch, initiated a Habitat
Management Plan for the Willow/
Whitehorsecutthroat. Amajor problem
wasidentified:excessivelivestockgrazing.

Theplancalledforwillowplantings
and“‘trashcatcher” damstoslowerosion
and sedimentation, alongwithsome
fenced exclosures. Thousands of tax
dollarswerespent, butthenewly-planted
willowseitherdid not*“take” orwere
grazed offby cattle. Onlyabouttwenty
ofthedamslasted morethanacoupleof
years,and lessthan halfofthoseactually
createdany pool habitatfortrout. Some
caughtso much sedimentthat pools
filledin.

In striking contrast, “...cattle
exclosureswerearemarkablesuccess,”
reports Patrick Trotter in Cutthroat:
Native Troutofthe West. “Regrowth of
streamsidevegetationwasexcellentcom-
paredwithoutsidetheexclosures. Dense
newgrowthwasprovidingshadeand
cover,whichwasinturncoolingthe
water.” (Warmwatersmakesalmonand
troutmoresusceptibletodiseaseand
reproductivefailure.)

Despitethesuccessoftheexclosures,
BLM continuestopermitgrazingalong
the majority oftheriparianzonesinthe
TroutCreeks. Andwhile presentman-
agementprescriptionshavereducedgraz-
ing by almost 25% on 135,000acresin
the Whitehorse Butte Allotment, the
adjacentFifteen Mileand McCormick
allotmentsstilllackformal management
plans.

vegetated bankscreate overhangs, shading the
streamandkeeping itcool enoughfor the
threatened Lahontan cutthroattosurvive.

Cattlearepermittedtograzeevery-
whereexceptthe few milesof streams
withinfenced exclosures. Onlyafew
ranch-handsareresponsibleforkeeping
cattleoutoftheapproximately 64 miles
of perennial streamsinthe Whitehorse
Butte Allotmentalone.

Thevalueofeliminatinggrazingis
evidentinthe handful ofhighelevation
springmeadowsthathavebeentempo-
rarilyfenced. Theimproveedvegetation
surroundingspringsandincreasedwater
retentioninsoilsdramatically illustrate
thepotential ofevenseverely degraded
springsystemstorecoveruponremoval
oflivestock. Unfenced meadowsinthe
Willow and Whitehorse Creek
watershedscontinuetosufferfromsoil
erosionandthegullyingwhichaccom-
paniesrapidrunoffduetosoilcompac-
tionandlack of vegetation.

No,allisnotwellinthe TroutCreek
Mountains. Theabundanceoferoding
slopesand downcutstream channels
throughoutthe WillowandWhitehorse
Creekwatershedswilltake decadesto
heal. Ifwearegoingtorestoreourdesert
fisheries,cowsmustnotbeallowedinor
near critical fish habitator near streams
andriversatall.
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Clean Stream Initiative

CONTINUEDFROMPAGE1

The State Legislature hasfailedto
curbwater pollutionfrom livestock.

In1991, the Senate Interim Com-
mitteeon Agricultureand Natural Re-
sourcesacknowledgedthatregulations
were needed to curbwater pollution
fromlivestockgrazingandrelatedagri-
culturalactivities. Whenthecommittee
introducedsuchabillinthe 1993 Legis-
lature, pressure from the Oregon
Cattlemen’s Association prevented it
fromeverreachingthefloorfordebate.
The 1995 Legislature again failed to
addresstheproblem.

The State Land Board prevented
conservationistsfromleasingstatelands
toprotectfish-bearingstreamsandwild-
lifehabitat.

hree outoffour
Oregonianssaythey
willsupporta
measuretoprevent
livestockfromfouling
Oregon'srivers.

In 1994, conser-
vation groups per-
suadedtheState Land
Board to lease state
grazinglandstothe
highestbidder, rather
thanonlytoranchers

10000 T
8000 A
6000 -

Polluted River Miles

atbargain basement 4000 -
prices. Many ofthese 2000 -
landscontainsensitive 0

fishandwildlifehabi-
tatinneed of restora-
tion. Conservationists
wantedtobidonthese
lands, remove live-
stock, and allow

Livestock: #1 Source of Non-point

Pollution in Rivers
9305

7605

7580

Range
Grazing

Agri-
culture

Forestry Mining

Source:"Oregon’'s1994 Water Quality AssessmentReport[305(b)]."
April, 1995. Oregon Dept.of Environmental Quality.

streamstoheal. How-
ever,injune,underpressurefromranch-
ers,theBoardreverseditsdecision, keep-
ingthelandslockedupforgrazing.Con-
servationgroupswillingtopaytopdollar
fortherighttoimprovewaterqualityon
cow-damagedstreamswereshutoutof
theprocess.

InteriorSecretaryBabbitt's*“Range-
land Reform” failstoaddresswater
pollutioncausedby livestockonfederal
lands.

Babbitt’'sproposed‘‘RangelandRe-
form” allowslivestocktocontinuegraz-
inginstreamsand othersensitivewild-
life habitat. Conservationists may de-
fend Babbitt’smodest reforms (which
arestrenuously opposed by ranchers),
butwecannotacceptthecontinued deg-
radationofwaterqualityandfisheriesby
livestockandtheirwastes.

Rep. Wes Cooley (R-OR) is at-
temptingtomakegrazingthe primary
useoffederal landsandeliminateour
righttoparticipate indecisionsaffect-
ingpubliclands.

Cooley’spro-industrylegislation(see
back page) wouldeffectively guteven
Interior Secretary Babbitt'smodest re-
forms. Cooley’slegislationwouldelimi-
natecitizeninputintograzingmanage-
mentdecisions (ahard-wonright)and
makegrazingthedominantuseonFor-
estServiceand BLMlands. Somuchfor
thepretensionsof“multipleuse.”

Thecontinuedfailureoflocal, state
andfederal governmentstoactonthis
severeyetpreventablesource ofwater
pollutionisirresponsible. Whetheritis
thedisproportionate influence ofthe
cattleindustry,budgetcutsdesignedto

ONDA Office Robbed

Duringtheearly morninghoursof
Sept.18,burglarsbrokeintothe Central
OregonEnvironmental CenterinBend
andmadeoffwithcomputerapparatus
worth $8,000. Itappears ONDA may
havebeentargetedbytheburglars,since
allofourcomputerequipmentwassto-
len,whileonly afewitemsweretaken
fromothereasilyaccessibleoffices. The
perpetratorsofthecrimegainedentrance
byforcingopenaground-floorwindow.

Noarrestshavebeenmadeincon-
nectionwiththerobbery, butitappears

possiblethatweweretargetedbypersons
hostileto ONDA’smission torestore
highdesertecosystems. (ONDA Execu-
tive Director Bill Marlett noted, how-
ever,thatduringthe investigationno
cowmanurewasdetected inoraround
theEnvironmental Center.)

Ifyouwouldliketohelp ONDA
reboundfromthisassaultby donating
equipment(Macintoshcomputers, La-
ser printers, modem)or by makinga
finacial contribution, pleasecontactour
officeat (503) 385-6908.

hamstringenforcement,orotheractions
whichfavor livestock interests, thetime
hascomefor Oregonianstocorrectthis
injusticewiththe Oregon Clean Stream
Initiative. Itisunconscionabletocon-
tinuesguanderingourwater resources.

Let'smakeourstreamsandriversrun
cleanagain. Ourchildrenandgrandchil-
drenwill thank us for the swimming
holes, the puredrinkingwater, thesteel-
head, trout,andsalmonthey’licatch,and
thecleanstreamsthey’llinherit.

1 USDASoil Conservation Service, 1994.
2 Scientific publicopinion pollconducted
by Bardsley & Neidhart, Inc., 1995.
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THEOREGONCLEANSTREAMINITIATIVE

Livestock foul West's precious waters

How the cattle industry degrades our rivers

by Denzel Ferguson

nthearid West, waterisavitaland limiting resource—

I perhapsthe mostimportantcommodityinour lives. We

takeitforgranted: turnonthefaucet,outcomesaclean,

pure,safeand dependable flowofwater. Butcanwebeassured
ofacontinuedabundantandsafesupply?

Thel7Westernstatesaccountforoverfour-fifthsofwater
consumptionintheU.S.,andthe primary use ofwater inthe
Westisforraising livestockand growing livestock feed. Ac-
cordingtothe University of California Agricultural Extension
Service,anaverage of5,214 gallonsofwaterisrequired to
produce onepound of Californiabeef. In Oregon, asinmost
Westernstates, publicwatersareusedtowater livestockandto
irrigate vastacreagesofcowpastureand hayfields.

Cows pollute our water

Strictlaws governactsofhumanwasteand industrial
pollution. Incontrast, livestock are freetowade, urinate,
defecate,and dieinourwaterways—evenindesignatedwild
andscenicrivers. Cattle producenearlyabilliontonsoforganic
wasteeachyearinthewestern halfofthe United States; cattle
andfeedlotsaloneaccountfor morethan halfthetoxicorganic
pollutantsfoundinfreshwater.! Because muchofthiswater
isultimately destined forhome use, cropirrigation,and food
preparation, livestock pollution representsaseriousthreatto
humanhealth.

A cow produces about 50 pounds of manure and 20
poundsofurineaday—andalarge portionofthatisdeposited
directly intostreamsor reachesstreamsby overland flowafter
rains. Dead cattle, urine, and feces produce high bacterial

Strictlaws governactsof human waste pollutionand most industrial wastes. In

5T

counts in surface
waters—especially
bacteriabelonging
to the coliform,
fecal coliform,and
fecal streptococcal
groups.

Todaynewand o
morevirulentstrains e
ofbacteria(e.g. Escherichiacoliand
cryptosporidium)areshowingupin
meat, livestockandsurfacewaters,
causingshockingepisodesoffood
poisoning, illness, and
fatalities. Recently, three
childreninthe Seattlearea
died after eating tainted
hamburgers. In Talent,
Oregon, nearly 100people
were made ill by the
cryptosporidiumbacteria
introduced into the water
supplybylivestock.

Giardia,awater-borneparasite,
infectshumansandanimalsand cancausesevereillnessand
long-term debilitation. Outbreaks have affected many
thousandsofpeopleinrecentyears. Giardia’sspreadwasonce
attributed to beaver and other rodent. However, recent
studiesshowtheorganismiscommonlyfoundinthemanure
ofrangecattleandsurfacewatersonrangelands
arehighlycontaminated. Any persondrinking
surfacewaterinareasusedby cattleistakingan
enormousrisk.

R Sy

=

DAVE FUNK

Cows harm salmon,

steelhead & trout

Salmonand steelhead populationsonce
numberedaround 16 millioninthe Columbia
River. Now, lessthanhalfamillionfishreturn
fromthesea. TheJohn DayRiverineastern
Oregonwasonce hometoanestimated 100,000
chinooksalmon. Today itsupportsabout3,000
wildspringchinook,andthefallrunappearsto
beextinct. Hydroelectricdamsandloggingare
thebestknownculprits, butlivestockgrazingin
riparianareasalsokillssalmon, steelheadand
trout.

GEORGE WUERTHNER

CONTINUEDNEXTPAGE

contrast, livestock are free towade, urinate, defecate and even die inour waterways.
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THEOREGONCLEANSTREAMINITIATIVE

Why allow livestock to pollute our streams?

¥ ‘.-lr" L I- . . - &
Forty percent

ofbird speciesassociated with rparian habitatareindecline. Theyellowwarbler,

shown here, isone of the many species suffering fromriparian habitat loss.

CONTINUEDFROMPREVIOUSPAGE
Inhotaridareas, cattlecongregatein
thelushriparianzonesand devour her-
baceousvegetation, which normally
wouldfiltersedimentsandother pollut-
antsfrombeingwashed into streams.
Because heavy cowswalkingonsmall
hoovescompactthesoil, water failsto
infiltrateand runsoff, frequently caus-
ingthewatertabletodrop. Thisdrop
encouragesthestreamtoexcavateits
channelintoagully. Whenthathap-
pens,streamside plantslikewillowand
alderarereplaced by invadingupland
shrubs,suchassagebrushandexoticweeds.

Cattletramplevegetationandbreak
downstreambanks. Springfloodwvaters
erodethe exposed banks, causingthe
channel towiden. These wider, un-
shadedstreamsareexposedtomoresun-
light, causingtheirtemperaturestorise.
Warm, oxygen-depletedwatersareun-
healthyforsalmon, troutand othercold-
waterfish.

Furthermore, increased sediments
fromerodingstreambanks (and from
overgrazingintheuplands)burythe
gravel spawningbedsinsilt. Thesilt
oftensuffocatesthefisheggs,orkillsthe
fishasthey hatch.

Wildlife losses
Degradedriparianareasaffectmore
thanjustfish. Manyterrestrialanimals
andbirdsdependonstreamsidehabitat
forfoodandcover. Songbirdsnestinthe

a
consequenceof
widespread
grazing,riparian
communitiesin
theWestarethe
mostseverely
alteredecosystems
inthenation:
/01090 percent

havebeenlost.

—BUREAUOFLAND
MANAGEMENT

DAN SHERMAN

Bulltrout, aspeciesat risk

treesandshrubs, whilefrogsand other
amphibiansneed moistsoilsandabun-
dantinsectstosurvive. Afull 75percent
ofthewildlifespeciesineasternOregon
useriparianareasatleastpartofthetime.

Whenlivestockdamageriparianar-
eas, watertablesdrop, richstreamside
vegetationislost,and wildlifesuffers.
For example, bird populations in
ungrazedriparianareasonOregon’s
Malheur National Wildlife Refugewere
fivetoseventimesmorenumerousthan
ongrazedstreamsideareas. Forty per-
centofbirdspeciesassociatedwithripar-
ianhabitatareindecline,includingbald
eagle, willowflycatcher,yellowwarbler,
calliopehummingbird, northernoriole,
andshort-earedowl.?

Cattle degrade
stream health
Thedamagelivestockinflictonri-
parianareashighlightstheirresponsibil-
ity ofallowing livestock unfettered ac-
cesstoriversandstreams. Alltheeffects
describedabovedegradetheoverallhealth
of ourstreams. Thetwobiggestlosers
arewaterqualityandhabitatforfishand
wildlife.

Asaconsequenceofwidespreadgraz-
inginthe West, ripariancommunities
arethemostseverelyalteredecosystems
inthe nation—70t0 90 percent have
beenlost.* Ofwhatremains, 80 percent
isinunsatisfactorycondition. Livestock
grazing isthe mostsignificantcause of
deteriorationofriparianareasinllriver
basinsineastern Oregon,accordingtoa
1987 Oregon Environmental Council
report.* Riparianzonesinthe Westare
intheworstconditioninhistory.®
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THE SOLUTION:

Keep cattle out
of our streams

Wehaveknownforalongtimewhat
mustbe doneto protectwesternwater
suppliesand critical riparian habitat.
Between 1965and 1974, pioneeringsci-
entistHarold Winegar convinced the
Oregon Departmentof Fishand Wild-
lifeand the BLM tofence four miles of
thehighlydegraded Camp Creek. Due
tolivestock grazing, Camp Creek had
becomenothingmorethanagullycarry-
ingwateronlyduringspring runoff.

Butafter livestock were removed,
CampCreekbecameapermanentlyflow-
ingstream. Densevegetationreturned,
stabilizingbanksandpreventingerosion

nguestionably;
completeexclusion
oflivestockwas
themosteffective
habitatrestoration

management

THEOREGONCLEANSTREAMINITIATIVE

el

Livestock had denud Ramse Creek.

s T

¥ o
;

strategyobserved.

—BONNEVILLEPOWER
ADMINISTRATION

The lower photo, taken from the same point as the upper photo, illustrates theamazingly rapid
recovery many streamswill undergoafter removing livestock. Theincreased vegetation helps
controlerosion, trap fish-killing sedimentationand other pollutants, aswell as lower water

temperatures,enhancing conditionsfor salmonids.

and sedimentation. Plantspeciesin-
creasedfromapre-fencing17speciesto
45species, includingwillowandsedges.
Animalspeciesincreasedthree-fold,with
anaccompanyingincrease inwildlife
populations. The stream became nar-
rower,deeper,andcooler. Eventually
beaverandwaterfowlreturnedaswell.

ExpertsemployedbytheBonneville
Power Administrationevaluatedmillions
ofdollarsof recentstream restoration

effortsinthe Grande RondeandJohn
Day Riverbasins. Theirconclusion:
“Unguestionably,completeexclusionof
livestockwasthe mosteffective habitat
restoration managementstrategy ob-
servedin[these] basins.”

Forsafer, cleaner, moreabundant
water, forthereturnofoursalmon,and
forthehealthofourwildlifepopulations,
thesolutionisclear: Keeplivestockaway
fromstreamsandoutofourwaters.

HJeremy Rifkin, 1992. Beyond Beef: Theriseand
fall of the cattle culture. Dutton, New York.

2National Wildlife Federation, 1994.

*BureauofLand Management. 1994. Rangeland
Reform ’94 Draft Environmental Impact
Statement. Washington, D.C.

4Hanson, M. 1987. "RiparianzonesinEastern
Oregon." Oregon Environmental Council,
Portland,OR.

® Chaney, E.,W.ElImore,and W.Platts. 1990.
Livestock grazinginwesternriparianareas.
U.S.Environmental Protection Agency, Denver.
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THEOREGONCLEANSTREAMINITIATIVE

THE OrecoN CLEAN STREAM| NI T1 ATI VE DESERVES YOUR SUPPCRT!

"The waters of the state of Oregon shall be protected
from water pollution caused by livestock."
- Sec. 1, Oregon Clean Stream Initiative

TheOregonCleanStream Initiative:

= TargetsOregon’smostpollutedstreams,thoseso
dirtyyouwould notdaredrink fromthem, fish
fromthem,orletyourkidsswiminthem;

= Establishesstream bufferswhere livestock

grazingcannotoccur;

= Providestaxincentivestolivestock operators
whoprotectstreams,

Allowstransitiontime forrancherstomake
changes. Thelawwiillbephasedinovertenyears.
Streamsonmostprivatelandswillnotbeaffected
until2007,0r 2002 attheearliestifthey contain
salmon, steelhead or trout habitat. Streamson
publiclandswillberegulatedstartingin2002, or
In1997ifthey containsalmon, steelhead ortrout
habitat;and

Createsanincentiveforagenciestodevelopwvater
gualitymanagementplans.

Toobtain moreinformation, suchas the complete text of
theinitiative, or tovolunteer tocollectsignaturesor help
inother ways, contact: The Oregon Clean Stream
Initiative, 16 NW Kansas Ave., Bend, OR 97701. Or
call (503) 389-8367. Contributions, which qualify for
an Oregon state tax credit of $50 per individual or $100
per couple, should be made payable to " Oregon Clean
Stream Initiative' and sent to the same address.

Benefitsofpassage:

= Cleanerwaterforotherbeneficial uses,suchas

municipal drinkingwater, water recreation,and
fisheries,

Increasedsalmon, troutandsteelheadpopulations,
creating betteranglingopportunities. Healthier
streamsmeanmorefish;

Enhancedwildlifehabitat, ascritical streamside
areasbecomehealthier;

Improved hunting opportunities,asgame
populationsincrease duetoimprovedriparian
habitats;

Increasedforageproductiononaridrangelands.
Restoredstreamswill have higherwatertables,
enlarginggrassymeadowsadjacenttostreams;

Greaterwatersuppliesandlongerirrigation
season. Improved stream healthwillincrease
stream flowsand restore year-round flowsto
smallerstreams, providingwater forirrigation
later intheseason;

Higher propertyvaluesassociated withclean
streamsand healthyriparianareas;and

AsenseofprideincaringforOregon’soutstand-
ing riversand passingthisheritageontofuture
generations.

nthecomingmonths,whenthe OregonClean Stream Campaign
asksyoutocollectsignaturesormakeadonation,pleasedoso. Our
childrenandgrandchildrenwillthankusforthecleanswimmingholes,
forthesteelhead, trout,and salmontheywill catch,andforthe pure
drinkingwatertheywillinherit.
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I I . ITERARYCORNER

FI SHLOVE

by Ashl ey Henry

Her ri pari anzone hadt akenaseri ous poundi ng
Shewas over grazedandher | i fe-gi vi ng
cryptoganccrustswereal | but shattered.

Her banks wer e cavi ngi n.

Tenperat uresransohi gh, therewaslittl echance

of survi val onceyouent eredher wat ers.

Nosl owvel oci ty pool sfor arest stop,

just highlysiltedrunoff fl ow ngfast onsnoot hbedr ock.

Degr aded as shewas, her st at us was heavi | y subsi di zed

by sweet tal kin' famlyval uestypes

whotriedtoconvi nceher that wthafewi n-streamstruct ures,
alittlenativerevegetati onandadai |y prayer

she’ dbe poppi N out snoltsinnotine.

Wient hi s dust y cowboy cane al ong, she exam ned

her condi ti onandt hought, “Vél |, perhaps| amw thinthehi storic
rangeof variability.” Shefoundhersel f t enpted

tojust bl urt out, “Gahead, channel i zene! Sowhat

i f I never regai nconpl exi ty, never reconnect w thnyfl oodpl ai n!
There’ sal wayst hehat cheri es.”

But t hi swas no or di nary cowboy,

soshet ook adeep br eat h and pr epar ed her sel f

foraperiodof | ong-ternrestoration.

(h, howshe dr eadedt he days whent he sci enti st's

woul d haul t hei r gauges andt apest o her banks

and neasur e her wi dth-to-depthratio

andot her assort edpl anf or nf eat ures.

She knewshewas | acki ngi npoi nt bars andit woul dbe years
bef orew | | owseed i ngs woul dt ake hol d.

But she had nochoi ce. For thiscowboywasreal |y
nocowboy at al I, but aw | d sal non boy

who needed t he conf ort of know ng

that evenduri ngdrought years, there’ dbeenough
groundwat er st oraget okeep hi maf | oat .

Soaway shewent , nurturingher hypor hei c zone

| i ket herewas notonorrow

patient!ywaitingfor thedayshecoul dexcl ai m
“CK sal non boy,

| got nycobbl esal | sortedout now ”

(These poemswere read at Desert Conference IastspringJ

aspartofthe First Annual Desert Poetry Festival.

SALMON BOY RESPONDS

by Ashl ey Henry

Howki nd of you, MssPerenni al ity
toconmit yoursel f toalife

of restorati ononnybehal f.

Howgener ous t hat youwoul dsow | 1ingly
subj ect your fragi| ebankstothescruti ny
of peer revi enedsci ence.

Andal | for thesakeof givingne

apl acetothri ve.

Youknow MssPerenniality, |’ venever quite
under st oodwhat al | t hose peopl e see

i nme—why t hey’ r e maki ng such af uss.

| nean, 1’ njust afish, for Gd ssake.

| realizethat |’ vegot t hose econonmc

andcul tural val uest hat everyone

fromneninsui tstopatchoul i -wearin wonen

| ovet oespouse, but wth

al | duerespect MssPerenniality, I’ mot quite

sur e hownuchti ne you shoul d dedi catetorecovery
onny behal f.

| nay betoofar gone, |’ mafraid,

and| nay be out of yours and everyone’ s reach.

Herel ami nthespawni ngtineof nylife,

I’ vewor kedsodiligentlysw nmingupstream
and yet none of the gravel beds seemadequat e.
| feel inclinedtofindacozypoad,

adecent feedi ngriffleandsettl einal one.

I't real | ysurprisesnenoonehas ever

hel d ne account abl ef or t heevol uti onary cor ner

|’ vebackednysel f i nto.

| guess, beingafishandal |, peopl e never expect ed ne
toconsi der alittleadaptation.

But |’ mal ot w ser thanl | et on.

| coul dhaveagreedtoabit of changeal ongnyj our ney

but gi veneveryt hi ngny ancest orsand|
have beent hr oughrecent |
|’ mat adaver se.

Sopl easepardonne, MssPerenniality,
as| askyoutol et nego.

Artworkhby PhyllisBurks
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F HATSWITHDESERT RATS

George Wuerthner

ONDA Advisory Council member

eorge Wuerthnerjoined ONDA'’s

Advisory Council in 1993, bring-
ingtoourranksalevel of expertise on
publiclandslivestock grazingmatched
byfewinthenation. By George’sreck-
oning, he hasspentmoretimeonthe
publiclandsthan mostland managers
and rangescientists.

Asanundergraduate, Georgestud-
ied range science himself, along with
wildlifebiologyandbotany. Themore
helearned, the more herealized that
livestockgrazinghashadamajorimpact
onthebiodiversity of the West. Now
Georgeisconvincedthatlivestock pro-
duction“isfundamentallyincompatible
withthe protectionofbiodiversityinall
itsforms.”

Georgeisawriterand photographer
with 18 booksto hiscredit. Heiscur-
rentlyworkingonhisPh.D.ingeogra-
phyatthe University of Oregonin Eu-
genewhereheliveswith hiswife, Mollie
Mattesonandtheiryear-old daughter,
Summer. (Georgeisalsothe president

GeorgeWuerthner

andsole member ofthe National Wolf
GrowersAssociation.)

Why did George decide to join
ONDA'sadvisory Council? “ONDA
hasavisionaryscaleandthecourageto
challengethedominant paradigmthat
livestockgrazingiscompatiblewithpre-
serving native plantsandanimals,”
Georgesays. “Therearen’tmanygroups
likethat.”

NDA's heartiest thanks go

tovolunteer John Howell of
Sunriver,whohasconducted exten-
sivemappingandinvaluableground-
truthing ofwildernessareabound-
ariescontainedinthe proposed Or-
egon High Desert Protection Act
(OHDPA). John’swork created the
basisforthe Smithsonianand Hewlett-
PackardawardofaGeographiclnfor-
mation System (GIS)computer map-
pingsystem. The GIS systemwill
allow ONDA to produce maps of
wildareasinOHDPAandkeeptrack
ofboundaryandownershipchanges.
Johnspentanincredibleamountof
timedrivingbackroads, meetingwith
BLMwvildernessspecialists,andtrans-

John Howell, mapping specialist

n
w
w
o
w
=
<<
—
mw

e
s E

John Howell

ferringtheinformationhegleanedto
maps by hand. Thanks, John, for
yourdedicationtoourdesertlands.

ONDA goes
to D.C.

byDaveStone

While back Eastvisitingfamilyand
friends, Itooktimetovisit\Wash-

ington, D.C.toeducate legislatorsabout
the Oregon High DesertProtection Act
(OHDPA). I'd packed some OHDPA
literature,alobbying letter,and anat-
tention-getting““Virtual Desert” (abaggy
full of sagebrushwith instructionsto:
“Justinhale...it’'slegal!”).

larrivedinD.C.and headedforthe
Capitol, where I saw more suitsand
whitemarblethanl’deverseeninone
place. Once onthe Hill, I visited the
officesof30representativesandsenators
likelytobereceptiveto OHDPA, based
ontheir previoussupportofthe Califor-
niaDesertProtection Act(information
gleanedfromaLeagueofConservation
Voters'Scorecard). Each prospective
OHDPA upporterreceived oneofmy
educational packets and a “Virtual
Desert.”

BeforeleavingforD.C.,Ihadmade
appointmentswithasmany ofthe Or-
egondelegationaspossible,andspoke
withkeyaidestoRep.Peter DeFazioand
Sen. Mark Hatfield. I told them that
Oregoniansareseriousaboutdesertwil-
derness—realwildernesswithoutcows.

TheRepublicancontrolofCongress
isamajorobstacletoOHDPAsprogress.
Witheducationand persistence, thisvi-
sionary proposalwillbecomeareality.

So, ifyouhavethe opportunity to
visitWashington, D.C.—ortomeetwith
yourrepresentativeorsenatorswhenthey
areinyourhomedistrict—tellthemthat
yousupport OHDPAandwantdesert
lands protected fromtheheavy hoofthe
cattleindustry. Citizenscan makea
difference!

"
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Books
The Sagebrush Ocean: A Natural History of the Great Basin

by StephenTrimble ..o, $24
Waste of the West: Public Lands Ranching

by LynnJacobs ... $28
Sacred Cowsatthe Public Trough

by Denzel & Nancy Ferguson ............ccccoevveneninnne $9
Holein the Sky

by WilliamKittredge ........cccccocvviveiniiiieceen $20

&

Ny

ONDA Marketplace Order Form

T-Shirts/Sweatshirts
ONDAT-shirts(shortsleeve)............cccocevvviiirennnnne. $12
ONDA Sweatshirts (longsleeve) $22

Specifysize (S, M, L, XL) and color (Grey, navy, sage or white).

"BoycottBeef" T-shirt(shortsleeve)...........ccccceovvenene. $12
Etc.

Stunning 18"x 28" color poster of Big Indian Gorge ... $10
"CowsKillSalmon"bumpersticker ............ccccoovvvrienen. $1
Road MaptoOHDPAIANS ..........ccccoevviieiiiniien $5

ITEM DESCRIPTION COLOR (1st & 2nd choice)

SIZE QUANTITY ITEM PRICE TOTAL

X =

X
X =
X

YES!!

Annual membership levels:

U $25 U $50 U $100

I'LL joIN OREGON NATURAL DESERT AsSOCIATION!

U $250

GRAND TOTAL

U $500

The High Desert Defense Fund Monthly Contribution Program:
Automatic bank deductions are convenient, cut down on paper use and mail solicitations, and are hassle free.
Deductions from your account may be stopped or adjusted at any time by simply sending a written notice or by
phoning ONDA at (503) 385-6908.

High Desert Defense Fund monthly membership levels: (enclose a signed, voided check)
U $s U s10 U $25 U $50 U $100

Name

Address

City, State, Zip

Mail this form with check to ONDA, 16 NW Kansas, Bend, OR 97701




‘ byGillyLyons \

Two dirty river bills

ongressisdeliberating upontwo

badbillsthat, if passed, wouldfur-
therfoul ourrivers: The “Reauthoriza-
tionofthe Clean Water Act” (H.R.961)
andthe““Livestock Grazing Act”(S.852
andH.R.1713).Both proposalswould
easeregulationsdesignedtokeepindus-
trialandagricultural pollutionincheck,
whileopening moreofour publiclands
todevelopment. If passed, theircom-
binedeffectwouldwreak havoconour
publiclandsandwaterways,especiallyin
thearid West, whererangeland health
andwaterqualityareintertwined.

Gutting the Clean Water Act
H.R. 961, the brainchild of Rep.
Bud Shuster(R-PA)andindustry lobby-
ists, hasbeendescribed by TheNew York
Timesas“legislationthatstopsaquarter-
century of progressinitstracks.” It
wouldallowagricultural run-offtogo
untreated, substantially reduce protec-
tionforwetlands, and abolishthecur-
rentpermitsystem for control of pol-
luted storm run-off. Inshort, thisbill
representsafull-scale gutting ofone of
the mosteffective, indispensableand
popularenvironmentallawsonthebooks.
H.R.961 has passed the Republi-
can-controlled House, but without
enoughvotestooverrideapossiblePresi-
dential veto. Themoremoderate Senate

will probably putfor-
wardalessinsidiousver-
sion,buttheClean\Wa-
ter Actas we know it
willundoubtedlystillbe
atrisk.

Livestock
Grazing Act

The Livestock
Grazing Act (LGA),
sponsoredbyRep.Wes
Cooley (R-OR),isgain-
ingnotorietyasthemost
comprehensive Congressional effortto
handover America’spubliclandstothe
livestockindustry. The LGAwouldfree
ranchersusingfederal landfromhaving
tocomplywiththe National Environ-
mental Policy Act,eliminatecitizen(non-
rancher) participationin publicland
managementdecisions,andestablishlive-
stock grazingasthe dominantuse of
Forest Service and BLM lands! The
potentialimpactsonfish,water quality,
wildlifeandecological healthareomi-
nous.

ONDA isworkingto defend our
laws—and our natural heritage—
through letter-writing campaignsand
publiceducation,aswellasmounting
effortstostrengthenstate law (suchas
the Clean Stream Initiative).

Some 30 placard-bearing constituentsexpressed outrageat U.S.
Rep. Wes Cooley’spro-industry Livestock Grazing Actatan
August “Town Meeting” inBend. ONDA organized the
peaceful rally. Inside, Cooley discussed his Livestock Grazing
Actonlywhen questioned by audience members.

SANDY LONDSDALE/WILD OREGON IMAGES

Raisearuckus! Tellyour legislatorsto:
1) SupportSecretaryBabbitt’s
RangelandReform;
2) OpposetheLivestock Grazing Act
(HR1713),and
3) Strengthen,don’tweaken,theClean
Water Act. Oppose HR 961.
Write:
Rep.WesCooley
U.S.House of Representatives
Washington DC, 20515

Sen.Mark Hatfield
U.S.Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Orcallthe Capitol Switchboard at
(202) 224-3121. Wethankyou!
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