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OCSI hits the streets

Supreme Court approves ballot title

OnJanuary 19, the Oregon Supreme Court finally
rejected achallengetothe OregonCleanStream Initiative’s
(OCSI)ballot title.

LastOctober, the Oregon Cattlemen’s Association
(OCA) and the Oregon Farm Bureau (OFB) had peti-
tioned the Supreme Court, objecting to theballottitleuse
of the word “polluted” and attacking the initiative on
variousothergrounds. Mostlikely, they simply hoped the
proceedingswould dragon formonths, reducing thewin-
dow of opportunity for collecting the nearly 100,000
signatures needed by July to place theinitiative on the
Novemberballot. Thestrategy worked forthreemonths,
butthe courtfinally affirmed the originallanguageby a
4-3margin.

Theballottitleisthe questionand summary youseein
the voters’ pamphletand in the voting booth. Itisex-
tremely importantbecause greatnumbersof votersread
only thetitleand nothingelse. AccordingtoOregon’s
initiativeprocedure, the Attorney General drafts theballot
titleaftera proposed initiativeissubmitted. Anyonecan
commentonthetitleand, ifnotsatisfied, appealitto the
Supreme Court. TheCourtcannotalterthelanguageofthe
petitionitself, butitcanalter the descriptive title. How-
ever, unlessegregiouserrorsaremade,itusuallyapproves
the Attorney General'stitle.

The attorney for the OCA and OFB claimed that
streamsnotsupportingbeneficial uses, suchasfishand
wildlifehabitatand drinking water, arenotreally “pol-
luted” inthe true sense of theword. Yet, according tothe
NaturalResourcesConservationService, agricultural pol-
lution, primarily caused by livestockand run-offfromfarm
fields, isthenumberonesourceof pollutionin America’s
waterways.

CONTINUED ONPAGE3 »
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would keep livestock out of polluted streams and adjacent riparian zones.

ONDA Litigation Roundup

by JackSterne

Whenagencies orpartiesignoreenvironmentallaws, taking
the matterto court may be the only way toensureenforcement.
Litigation canbe partof thesolution, and is only one tool ONDA
usestoprotectOregon’sdesertwildlandsand waters. Ourlitiga-
tiondocketcurrently includesthese threeimportantcases:

1) our challenge toaMiddle ForkJohn Day grazing permit
underSec.401 of the federal Clean Water Act(CWA);

2)asuitinstate court contesting the decisionby Oregon’s
Divisionof State Lands (DSL) to withdraw state grazing
lands onthe OwyheeRiver from competitive publicbid-
ding;and

3)acaseinfederal District Court challenging the Bureau of
Land Management’s(BLM) Donnerund Blitzen Wild and
ScenicRiverManagementPlan, which failsto protectthe
river corridor fromgrazing and otherimpacts.

Middle Fork John Day

TheSec.401 suitunder the Clean Water Actwas profiled in
our Fall’94issue. Atthis writing, we still anxiously awaita
decision. ArguedbeforeJudge AncerHaggertyin April 1995, this
casecould setagroundbreaking national precedentintheway the
CWAisapplied tonon-point sources of pollution.

CONTINUED ONPAGE4 »
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byKathleen SimpsonMyron

An abundance of water and support

Abundanceand greattiming: ONDA isofftoagreatstartin 1996 withmuch to
be thankful for. Inthisnew year, ONDA hasalready received six grants. For their
generous and timely financial support, we wish to thank the McKenzie River
Gathering Foundation, Peradam Foundation, the Rockwood Fund, the Center for
Respect of Life and Environment, the Kirby Foundation, the National Rivers
Coalition/REI, and the Bullitt Foundation. These grants will support ONDA’s
educationaland publicoutreachefforts.

Afterliving through the 1996 flood, clean wateris oftenonmy mind, asis the
Oregon Clean Stream Initiative (OCSI). Now, the sunisshining and polluted
floodwatershavereceded. Butforatime, neighboring communities wereunder
orderstoconservewater, whileotherssurrounded by ragingbrownwaterhad none.

Youmightsay MotherNatureisactively “campaigning” for clean
waterby demonstratinghow vulnerable our drinking water
sourcesare. OCSInow hasthe go-ahead from the Oregon
Supreme Courtto give votersachance toreduceamajor
cause of non-pointsource water pollution (seep.1). A -
teachablemomentishere. Cleanwaterisastatewideneed.

In Bend...

“Eveningswith Nature,” alecture
seriesco-sponsored by ONDA, Central
Oregon AudubonSociety, Native Plant
Society and Sierra Club. Held at the
COEC, 16 NW Kansas, with refresh-
mentsat6:30PMand programat7 PM.

April17-“Blossoms Among the
Sage,” aslideshowby photographerand
amateurbotanistElaine Rees.

May15-“Naturaland Unnatural
History of the Oregon Cascades,” with
geography professorBobFrenkel.

In Harney County...

April12-14-John Scharff Migra-
toryBird Festivaland ArtShowinBurns.
Forinfo, contactHarney County Cham-
berof Commerce, 18 WestDSt., Burns,
OR 97720. (541) 573-2636

April 25-28 - Desert Conference
XVIII-MalheurField Station (seep.12)

August9-12 - Steens Mountain
Retreatcoincides with the Perseid me-
teor shower, led by ONDA member,
Maitreya. Hiking, birding, star-gazing,
and more. Call Gilly: (541) 385-6908.

Out of Portland...

Portland Parksand Recreation will
offertwoHighDeserttripsledby ONDA
membersMaryGarrardand AliceElshoff.
Toregister, callBob Gandolfi, Portland
Parksand Recreation, (503) 823-5132.

June17-23: OwyheeReservoirCa-
noe and Hike. Ken Barker teamsup
withMaryand Alicetoguideyou! Flat
waterpaddling, canyonhikes, caveex-
ploration, wildlifeobservationand more.

August26-31-Steens Mountain
Full Moon Adventure. Day trips to
Diamond Craters, Malheur Wildlife
Refuge, and Steens Mountain (plusa
soakat Alvord HotSpring!) fromyour
homebaseatMalheur Field Station.

In Lake County...

July 25 - 28 - ONDA'’s Annual
Barbed WireRound-UpatHart Moun-
tain WildlifeRefuge. Spend aweekend
intheheartof the High Deserthiking,
soakinginahotspring, and helping
removefencesthatimpedewildlifemove-
ment. Call Gilly: (541) 385-6908.
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Supreme Court

CONTINUED FROMPAGE1

JusticeFadeley, writing the dissent-
ingopinion, argued thatuseof theword
“polluted” in theballot title (instead of
thebureaucraticeuphemism “waterqual-
itylimited”) was derogatory, mislead-
ing,and “carried aheavy freightofnega-
tive connotations.” (Asif sediment-
choked, overheated, oxygen-poorstream
waters thatkill fish are anything but
polluted.)

Butthemajority opinionconcluded:
“Wearenotpersuaded by any of [the]
arguments[ofrepresentativesoftheOr-
egon Farm Bureau and the Oregon
Cattlemen’s Association], and accord-
ingly wedeclinetomodify the Attorney
General'sballottitle.”

I hisinitiative

isaboutcleanwater,
savingsalmon,and
takingresponsibility-
notaboutputting
ranchersoutof
business.

Itwasn'ttoolongagothatuntreated
humansewagewentdirectlyintomany
ofourstreams. Now weappropriately
spendsignificantpublicresourcestokeep
humansewageoutofourrivers. Andwe
havelawsagainstdrainingsepticsystems
intoourstreams.

Sowhataboutthewastesgenerated
byOregon’s1.2millioncows? It'scom-
monsense thatcows cause waterpollu-
tion. They defecate 2.6 billion pounds
ofmanureannuallyonOregon’srange—
10% of whichisdone whilestandingin
and along our streams!"? Livestock
denudestreamsidevegetation, increas-
ingwatertemperatures, erosionandsedi-
mentationinto thestreams. Countless
studieshavedocumented theseimpacts.

approves OCSI ballot title

=
-

their worst condition in history, according toa1990 Environmental Protection Agency report.

Ourpollingdatashow thatOrego-
nianssimply don’twantstreampollution
and, ifgivenachance, willvotetostopit.
The Cattlemen’s Association probably
knows thisandislikelytotry toconfuse
thedebateby characterizing themeasure
asanattemptto“destroy theirlifestyle.”

But this initiative is about clean
water,savingsalmon,and takingrespon-
sibility—notaboutputtingranchersout
ofbusiness. Realistically, livestock op-
eratorswillneed timeand incentivesto
adjusttheiroperations. OCSI'sstream
buffersare phasedinover10years. In
addition, theinitiativemakesranchers
eligiblefora25% state tax creditunder
anexisting programtodefray the costof
fencing cows outof streams. Ontop of
that, ranchers canobtaina property tax
exemption for the portionof theirland
(streambuffers) protected under the

measure. Furthermore, theinitiative gives
rancherspreferential fundingundertwo
otherstate programs. Thisisnotabout
ranching vs. cleanstreams;itisabout
ranchingandcleanstreams.

PleasehelpcleanupOregon'srivers
andrestorehabitatforwildsalmon, steel-
head and trout. Carry theenclosed peti-
tion (between pgs.6and 7, instructions
onpg.8)andaskyourfriendsandneigh-
bors for their signatures. Collecting
twenty signaturesisperhapstheeasiest
thing you candotoensurealegacy of
cleanwater forfuturegenerations.

AllOregonianswantcleanwater. As
onerancherputitashesigned the peti-
tion, “It'stimetocleanup ourstreams.”

1U.S. Department of Agriculture Range-
land Watershed FactSheet, 1994.

250il ConservationService.

certainpolluted watersinstate.

Oregon Clean Stream Initiative Ballot Title
ProhibitsLivestockin Certain Polluted Watersoron Adjacent Lands

Resultof “YES” Vote: Vote “yes” to prohibitlivestock in or along certain
polluted watersinstate, withexceptions.

Resultof“NO” Vote: Vote “no” torejectlaw prohibitinglivestockinoralong

Summary:Measurewould prohibitlivestockin certainwatersinOregon, and
onadjacentland, ifwatersdonotmeetstatewaterquality standardsand thelivestock
would contributetopoorwaterquality. StateDepartmentof Agriculturemay allow
exemptionsif certain criteriaaremet. Any personmay suetoenforcelaw. Measure
appliestostate, federaland privatewatersandland. Personsrequired tocomplymay
receivetaxcreditand statefunding. Measure’soperativedatesaredelayed, depend-
ingonland ownershipand type ofhabitataffected."

DESERT RAMBLINGS ® SPRING 1996

3

OREGON NATURAL DESERT ASSOCIATION

© GREG BURKE



ONDA's Litigation Roundup

CONTINUED FROMPAGE1

Sec.401 of the Clean Water Actrequires “[a]ny applicant
foraFederallicense or permitto conductany activity...which
mayresultinany dischargeintothenavigablewaters” toobtain
certification from thestate (i.e., Oregon Departmentof Envi-
ronmental Quality) that the discharge willnotresultina
violation of state water quality standards. In this case, the
“applicant” isthegrazing permittee, the “permit”isthegrazing
permit, the“activity” iscattlegrazing, and the “discharge”isthe
43poundsofmanureproduced dailyby theaverage cow,aswell
asthesedimentationand highwatertemperatures caused by
cattletramplingstreambanks.

Thecentral questioninthe caseiswhether the “discharge”
producedby cattle grazing wasmeanttoberegulated by the
CWA. Inotherwords,should polluterswhosepollutantscan’t
betraced toapipebeheld accountableunder the CWA? The
governmentarguesthata“discharge” canonly comefroma
“pointsource,” whichessentiallymeansapipeorotherdiscrete
point from which the outfall of pollution canbe measured.
ONDA, represented by Mike Axline of the Western Environ-
mental Law Center, arguesthata “discharge” cancome from
non-pointsources of pollution and includeserosion (orma-
nure “discharge”) resulting from grazing, clearcutting, and
otherdestructiveland managementactivities.

IfJudge Haggerty rulesin our favor, federal grazing
permittees willberequired to obtain certification from state
waterquality agenciesthattheiractivitieswillnotcontributeto
theviolationof water quality standards. Permittees will find it
very difficultto prove their operations don’t. A positive
decisioncould profoundly improvewater quality by changing
theway livestockaremanaged on publiclands.

Competitive bidding for state lands

The Oregon Division of State Lands (DSL) leases about
600,000 acres of state-owned lands in eastern Oregon to
ranchersfor grazing. Proceedsareintended tobenefitstate
schools, butthe programoperatesataloss, adefactosubsidy
forranchers. In1994, the State Land Board (comprised of the
governor, treasurer and secretary of state), rather than just
renewing thebelow-marketleases, instituted anew policy to
opentheleasestocompetitivebidding.

Thenew policy touched offalawsuitfromaffected ranch-
ers, whoargued thatthe DSL was obligated to renew their
twenty-year grazingleases, based upon a 1983 State Land
Board policy. ONDA, represented by attorney Jim Coon,
intervened intheranchers’ suit. In November 1994, Harney
County CircuitCourtJudgeFrank Yraguenagreed with the
ranchers; ONDA and the Stateappealed. Meanwhile, when
Gov.JohnKitzhaber took office in 1995, his vote created a
2-1majority on theland board thatabruptly scrapped the
competitivebiddingpolicy, fulfillingacampaign pledgetothe
ranchers.

ONDA fileditsappellatebriefon August4,1995and we
arestillawaiting oral argumentbefore the Oregon Courtof

Appeals. Intheappeal, ONDA argues thatthe 1983 policy is
justthat, apolicy, and therefore does nothave force of law.
ONDA alsoarguesthatthenewleaserulesviolatethe the 1859
Admission Act, whichadmitted Oregonintothe United States
and transferred theselands from federal tostate ownership.
The Admission Actrequiresthatthesestatelandsbemanaged
asatrustfor thebenefit of state publicschools. Thenewest
grazingrulesviolatethisact, because they donotrequirethat
the state receive marketvalue for theleases. Inaddition, by
allowingovergrazing, thestatehasnotmaintained thelandin
good condition,and hasthereforeviolatedits fiduciaryrespon-
sibility asadministrator of the trust.

ONDA, joined by OregonNatural Resources Counciland
againrepresented by Jim Coon, raised similarargumentsina
separatebutrelated lawsuit challenging the state’s denial of
ONDA'sbid for grazinglands along the OwyheeRiver. It
appeared that ONDA would indeed be able toacquire the
grazingleases, untilKitzhaber'svotereversed theopenbidding
policy. Thelawsuitalso challenges the state’snewestpolicy
allowingrancherstherightoffirstrefusalifthestate putsthe
land upforsale. Thislatter pointcould beextremely significant
considering theDSL’srecent proposal tosellmuchof thestate
grazingland. The caseisstillin the trial courtand ONDA
recently moved toamend itscomplainttoreflectnew grazing
rulesissued by thestateinNovember1995.

Donner und Blitzen Wild & Scenic River plan

The newest case on the docket challenges the BLM’s
Donnerund Blitzen Wild and ScenicRiver Management Plan
and wasfiled on December27,1995in U.S. District Courtin
Portland. TheDonnerund Blitzendrainsasignificant portion
of SteensMountaininsoutheastern Oregon. ONDA and a
coalitionof other groupsare represented by Pete Frostof the
National WildlifeFederationand Todd Trueand Adam Berger
of theSierra Club Legal Defense Fund.

ThesuitarguesthattheBLM planviolatesthe federal Wild
and ScenicRivers Act(WSRA), the National Environmental
Policy Act(NEPA), and the Administrative Procedures Act
(APA)becauseitallows grazing and associated man-made
developments to proceed in theriver corridor. Under the
WSRA, BLMmustpreparea “comprehensivemanagement
plan” fortheriverwhich “provide[s] for the protectionofriver
values.” However, the BLM plan fails to protectsuchriver
valuesasfisheries; rare,endemic, and sensitive plantcommuni-
ties; and recreation. The planalsoallows the construction of
riveraccessfacilitiesand vehiclecrossings, whichareincompat-
iblewiththedesignationof theDonnerund Blitzenasa“wild”
river (themostrestrictive category compared to “scenic” and
“recreational”). BLMalso proposestoallow adiversionfrom
theLittle Blitzentoirrigate cattle pastures. ONDA planstofile
amotionforsummaryjudgmentthisspring.

Together, theselawsuits should help protectour public
desertwildlandsand waters.
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environmentisa
majorstimulusfora
healthyeconomy.”

- Consensus Report by Pacific
Northwest Economists

Economic WELL-BEING &
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Thefollowing articleis excerpted and adpated
fromanew consensusreportpreparedby 64 respected
Northwesteconomists.

By almostany measureofeconomicvitality,
the four states of the Pacific Northwest—Or-
egon, Washington, Idaho,and Montana—have
beenremarkably healthy over the pastdecade.
Forexample, between 1988 and 1994

e thenumberofjobsintheregionincreased
18%,

* total personal real income of households
increased 24%,

¢ total real earnings of workersincreased
24%,and

* theaverage real income of residents in-
creased 9%.

Foreachofthesevariables, thegrowthinthe
PacificNorthwest was two to three times the
nationalrate, and economicprojectionsindicate
thatgrowthinjobsandincomesin thisregion
should continue tooutpacetherestof thenation
fortheforeseeablefuture. Althoughsomeareas
willseemuchmoregrowththanothersandsome
willstruggletomaintain existing levels of eco-
nomicactivity, virtually all communities within
theregionwillenjoy someof this growth.

Despitethisexceptional performance, many
residentsfeeluneasy abouttheregionaleconomy
and have theimpression thatitisaboutto col-
lapse. Both theregion’sstrongeconomicperfor-
manceand asignificantpartof theunease thatis
feltby the publicstem from thesameorigin: The
PacificNorthwest’seconomy is undergoinga
profound transition. During thelastdecadethe

CONTINUED NEXTPAGE »™

Economic Vitality: Pacific Northwest vs. U.S.
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ECONOMICS OF THE ENVIRONMENT

Ecovomic WELL-BEING &
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

CONTINUED FROMPREVIOUSPAGE

industriesoncecentral totheregion’s
economy—agriculture, timber, fish-
ing, miningand theaerospaceindus-
try—have experienced significant
declines... Butastheseindustrieshave
dedlined, othershavestepped forward,
notably high-tech designand manu-
facturingindustriesaswellasawide
rangeofmedical, business,and profes-
sionalservices. Furthermore, partsof
ourhistoricalbasehavediversified intoadditional
value-added manufacturing. Thenetresultisthat
theregionissuccessfully navigating frombeing
dependentonafewextractiveindustriestohaving

amodern, widely diversified economy.
Quality of Life

The forces driving this transition are com-
plex, butthetwomostimportantfactorsare the
region’s quality of lifeand the increasing mobility

of peopleandbusinesses.

ThePacificNorthwestisoutperforming the

What’s causing job losses in
the resource industries?

Becausejobsinthenaturalresourceindustrieshavedeclined atthe
sametimethattherehavebeenbitterbattlesassociated with protecting
endangered species, ithasbecome commonplacetoassume thatenvi-
ronmental protection necessarily caused all of thejobloss. This
representsaserious misunderstanding, both within theregionand
acrossthenation.

Forreasonsthathavelittletodowithenvironmental protection, all
oftheindustries thathistorically madeup theregion’seconomicbase
havebeeninrelative orabsolutedeclineassourcesofjobsandincome.
Allofthenaturalresourceindustries—agriculture, fishing, mining,and
timber—arematureindustrieswheretechnologicaldevelopmentshave
dramaticallyraised productivity and reduced laborrequirements.

Inaddition, all of theseindustries faced international markets
wherethedemand forthe productwaslimited and often weakbecause
ofboth competition from other sourcesand cyclical fluctuationsin
demand. Asaresult, thepercentageofourworkforceengagedinthese
activitieshassteadily declined, whileoutputlevelshaveremained high
enoughtokeeppricesdepressed.

- Consensus Report by Pacific Northwest Economists

rest of the nation in the growth of jobs and
incomes primarily because peoplewanttolive,
work, and raise afamily here. Quality of lifeis
especiallyimportantinaworld wheremanyeco-
nomicactivitieshave theability tolocate wher-
everthereisagrowingpoolof productiveworkers
andexpandingconsumermarkets.

Asquality of lifebecomes moreimportant
andnaturalresourceextractionbecomeslessim-
portanttotheregion’seconomy, ashiftistaking
placeintheeconomicrole thatnatural resources
play. Ournaturallandscapesnolonger generate
newjobs primarily by being warehouses from
whichloggers, farmers, ranchers, fishermen,and
minersextractcommercial products. Whiletra-
ditional extractiveactivities will continuetobe
importantelementsoftheeconomy, they willnot
bethesourceofnewjobsand higherincomes. In

[

aditionalextractive
activities...willnotbethe
sourceofnewjobsand
higherincomes.”

today’sworld, naturallandscapesoftenmay gen-
eratemorenew jobsand incomeby providing
waterand air quality, recreational opportunities,
scenicbeauty, and the fishand wildlifethatmake
aregionsuchasoursanattractive placetolive,
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ECONOMICS OF THE ENVIRONMENT

Wildlife Refuge Brings Millions to Harney County

Malheur National Wildlife Refuge generates several
millionsofdollarsforthelocaleconomy of Harney County,
accordingtoanindependentstudy released thissummer.
Touristsspent$1.3milliononlodging, food and gas, and
another$1.6 ongroceries, clothing, books, souvenirs, and
otheritemsbetween June of 1993 and May of 1994 alone.

“Withoutthenational wildliferefuge, several millionsof
dollarswould notboostthelocal economy,” says Dr. Paul
KerlingeroftheNewJersey AudubonSociety, whichhelped
to fund the study. Kerlinger points out thatthe positive
economiceffectof therefugeis dependenton clean, open
spaceand anabundanceof wildlife. “Withoutthese things,
thetouristswillnotcome, nor will their dollarsbenefit the
community. Ahealthy environmenttranslatesintoahealthy
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economy,” heconcludes.

MalheurNatzonalWzldlzfeRefuge .

“1
manyinstances,

thehigh est—valueuse ofa
foxest, river, orother

resourcewillbetoprotect
and enhanceit...”

work,anddobusiness. Overall, newjobsoutside
of the historicextractive base have paid high
enough wages forreal earnings perjob torise
almostfourtimesasrapidly asinthenationasa
whole.

Inshort, our choiceisnotbetweenjobsand
theenvironment. Rather, ahealthyenvironment
isamajorstimulusforahealthy economy.

Two threats

However,ifwewant ahealthy economy, we
willhave to make the economicand political
investmentsnecessary toguardagainsttwotypes
ofenvironmental degradation which could ac-
company thiseconomictransition:

1) Theallocationof natural resources tolow-
valueuses when protecting themhasahigher
value. Inmany instances, thehighest-valueuseof
aforest, river, orotherresourcewillbeto protect
and enhanceitsothatitreinforcestheregion’s
naturalenvironment, because doingsoalsowill

strengthen onesetof forces
thatis creatingnewjobsand

Personal Incame: Resource Extraction
Industriesvs. Rest of the Econamy

higherincomes. 60
2) Overwhelming the
environment with more 50
people, congestion,and ur-
bansprawl. é 40
Conclusion Y 30
Protecting theenviron-
ment, by itself, cannoten- 20
surethateveryoneinthere-
gionhasabrightfuture. As 10
intherestofthenation, work-
erswithlesseducation,expe- 0
rience, and skill are seeing 1969
theirearningsshrinkrelative NN
ResourceExtraction

to those with more educa-
tion, experience, and skill. Thebestway tohelp
thoseatrisk of beingleftbehind asoureconomy
developsistohelpindividualsand communities
acquire the capability and flexibility to take ad-
vantageoftheopportunitiesthatarebeing gener-
ated in the new economy and to assist those
disadvantagedby the changestosuccessfully ne-
gotiate the transition. Butaslongas the Pacific
Northwestisabletoprovideaquality oflife that
many peoplefindattractive, itshould continueto

prosper.

From “Economic Well-Being and Environmental
ProtectioninthePacificNorthwest: AConsensus Report
by Pacific Northwest Economists,” (December 1995),
edited by T. M. Power. Available from Pacific Rivers
Council, POBox10798, Eugene, OR (541)345-0119.

1979

1993

Rest of the Economy

"Between 1969 and
1993, personal income
generated by natural-
resourceextraction
dropped fromseven
percentoftheregion’s
personal income tofive
percent, whilefarming,
ranching, and
agriculturalservices
dropped by nearly half,
from 11 percent tosix
percent.”
From"ANewHome
OnTheRange:
EconomicRealitiesin
theColumbiaRiver
Basin," (TheWilderness
Society, 1995).
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CIRCULATOR'S INSTRUCTIONS

for the
OREGON CLEAN STREAM INITIATIVE

Thankyouforyourhelp. Pleasetaketimetoread the
following instructions carefully. Strictly following the
guidelineswillminimizethenumberofsignaturesrejected
andensure thatthisinitiative qualifies for theballot.

¢ Onlypersonsregisteredtovotein Oregonmaysignor
circulateapetition.

* Do not copy petitions. They will be disqualified.
Contactacoordinatorinyourarea(seenumbersbelow)
ifyouneed more petitionsheets.

¢ Onlyonecirculatormay collectsignaturesonanyone
sheet. Afteryouhave completed the sheet, signthe
“Circulator statement” at the bottom of the petition,
verifyingthatyoupersonally witnessed eachsignature.

* One county persignaturesheet. Statelaw requiresall
signatures onasheetbe from the same county. Ask
signerswhatcounty they areregistered inbeforesigning.
Carryseveral petitionsifnecessary.

¢ Printlegibly. Makesuresignersprintlegibly. Useapen
forsigning petitions. Awomanshould signherown
name, notherhusband’snameorinitials.

* Donotusedittomarks. Havethesignerwriteouttheir
addressinfull.

* Registrationaddress. Signersmustsigntheirfullname,
asthey did when they registered to vote, with their
currentresidentialaddress.

e Signing twice. Donotallow signerstosignanother
person’spetitionsheet.

e Invalidsignatures. Ifyouareabsolutely certain thata
signatureisnotvalid, crossitout (forexample, if the
signerisfrom the wrong county, crossitout).

* Returningpetitions. Send completed petitionstothe
Bend office(theaddressisonthebottom of the petition)
assoonasyoucompletethem. Don’tsitonyoursheets
thinking you'll gettoitlater. You probably won't.
Sending themin promptly alsolets uskeep anup-to-
datesignaturecount. All petitionsheetsaredueonjune
30, 1996.

¢ Givingoutpetitions. Talk to friends, relatives, and
neighborsaboutcirculating petitions. Alsokeeptrack of
peoplewhosign thatareeagertohelp. Keep track of
theirnamessoyoucanfollow up withthemlater.

e Partiallyfilled petitions. Send themineveniftheyonly
haveonesignature!

Deep Creekineastern Oregon.

IFYOUHAVE QUESTIONS...

Calloneoftheareacoordinatorslisted below
ortheBend or Portland offices.

Portland Area:

Donna Rosen: 503-232-8478
SalemArea:

Jerrold Martisak 503-588-7236
CorvallisArea:

Craig Lacy: 541-758-6148
Lane County:

Jason Seivers 541-686-4365
SouthernOregon:

Evelyn Strauss 541-482-9138
Bend & Central Oregon

Ashley Henry: 541-389-8367
Eastern Oregon:

Patrick Shipsey 541-575-1628

ELAINE REES
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Hole in the Sky

by William Kittredge

Excerpted from Hole in the Sky, a memoir by William
Kittredgeabout hisyears growing up in the family that owned the
MC Ranch, whichowns and leases over amillion acres of private
and publiclands in the Warner Valley of southeast Oregon. His
latest book is Who Owns the West? (Mercury House, 1995).

ForeightyearsIwasthe farmingbossatthe MC. Those
cropsand thatirrigationsystemwerethefinestplaythingsofmy
life. Weweremakingsomethingbeas perfectasitcouldbein
ournotionoftheworld, and foralong timeIlovedit. Allat
onceweweretheadults, entrusted withpower. Wethoughtwe
weredoinghugelyimportantwork, remaking theworldonan
imageborrowed from efficiency experts. We drained the
wetlandsand thoughtthatmade them ours. Wemadeditches
andnamed the ditch corners—Four Corners, the Big Pump,
CenterBridge, Beatty Bridge—and we thoughtsuchnaming
madethevalley ourown. Theroad intothe valley was paved;
wehad electricity and television, and the animal-centered
agriculturalworld Thad grownupinwasmostly gonejustlike
that. Thatquickly.

The ranch wasbeing turned intoamachine for feeding
livestock. Wehad leveled thousandsofacresforalfalfa,and we
keptlevelingmore; theswampsweredrained, and the throng-
ingflocksofhundredsofthousandsof waterbirds were dimin-
ishing yearby year; thehunting wasstill fineifyouhad never
seenanythingelse, butweknewbetter.

Ourirrigationsystemwasamasterpieceof complexity with
more than five thousand water control devices, headgates,
valves, eighteeninch pumps. We could run the wateraround
andaroundinthatsystemonadryyear, pumpingitbackupto
re-irrigatewith—untilitworeout, wasthejoke. Foranumber
ofyearsthemainpartof myworkinthespring of theyearwas
thatsystem, atwenty-four-hour-a-dayjob called “balancing
water.”

[N

e

We cutouralfalfawith swathers, baled it with five-wire
balers. Harrow-Beds picked up the bales from the field and
stacked them mechanically. We sprayed 2-4-D ethyland
malathionand the World WarIl German nerve gas called
parathion (for clover mitesinthebarley), working toshorten
ourownlives. Webaited the coyotes with 1080 and hunted
them fromairplanes; wewiped themout. Therodentpopula-
tion[which coyotes prey upon-Ed.]exploded and field mice
destroyed ouralfalfa. Weirrgated and re-irrigated, pumped
and drained; ourpeatsoilbegantogosaline.

This poemwas presented last April at Desert Conference’s
First Annual Desert Poetry Festival. Don’t forget tobring
your original verses to read at Desert Conference X VIII,
April 25-28 at Malheur Field Station (seepg.12).

The Children of Father Sky

by Tommie Marsters
Repidly,
Lightning repeats his staccatomessage.

Sometimes he comes with Sister Rain;
always he comes with Brother Thunder.

Slowly,
sometimes
celikerately,
they journey overhead.

Suddenly-Thunder strikes his drum!
Regiments of raindrops
fall intoformetion
twinkling, then tumblingtoEarth,
fillingthe lakestooverflowing
andtheriverstorestless runnings.
\ J
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Theecology of the valley was complexbeyond ourunder-
standing, anditbegantodieas we wentonmanipulatingitin
evermore franticways. Asitwentdead andempty of theold
lifeitbecamea placewherenoonewanted tolive. Inourright
mindswewanttoseek outplacesthatreek of complexity. Our
drivetoindustrializesoured and undercuttheintimacies that
drewmostpeopletocountrylifein thefirstplace. God knows,
we used to say, nobody but a fool would go into the cow
businessifhehad itinmind togetrich. You’dbeahundred
timesbetter off with your money inastring of shoe storesor
DairyQueens.

[~
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But there was an obvious string of crimes. Maybe we
shouldhaverealized theworld wasn'tmadeforour purposes,
thatWarner Valley wasn'ttheretohaveuscomealong todrain
theswampsandlevel the peatground intoalfalfaland. No
doubtweshouldhaveknownthe waterbirdswould quitcom-
ing. Butwehadbeengiventounderstand thatplacesweowned
weretobeused as wesaw fit. Thebirds were partofall that.
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Donner und Blitzen Wild and Scenic River

byScottA.Moore

WhenCaptainGeorgeB.Curryand
hiscommandtraversed thenorthernedge
of the GreatBasinin 1864, a thunder-
stormaccompanied their crossingofa
river on the westside of SteensMoun-
tain. Inspiredby thestorm, Currynamed
theriver“DonderundBlitzen,” German
for“thunderandlightning.”

Thishistoricriver,alongwithitsfive
major tributaries (South Fork Blitzen
River, Little Blitzen River, Big Indian
Creek, Little Indian Creek, and Fish
Creek), drains the west side of Steens
Mountain, supplying year-round water
totheMalheur National Wildlife Ref-
ugeatitsbase. Withinits watersare
found theredband troutand theMalheur
mottled sculpin, twofishspecies desig-
nated “sensitive” by theOregonDepart-
mentofFishand Wildlife.

Watererosionandglacialactionover
many thousandsof yearshave created
deeply cutdrainagesand aspectacular
geologicdisplay of colorand form. The
sceniclandscape, outstanding wildlife
viewingopportunities(over250wildlife
specieshavebeen tallied in the water-
shed),and hikingand horsebackriding

opportunitiesof this remoteand rugged
terrainled Congresstodesignate the75-
mileDonnerundBlitzenriversystemas
aNational Wild and Scenic Riverin
1988.

Theriver corridoroffersararetwo-
tofour-daybackpacktrip. Aspringstroll
throughthesagebrush, juniper, oraspen
communitiesalongtheriver's75stream-
sidemilesisnotonlymoderately strenu-
ousexercise, butaffords opportunities
forsightingravensand turkey vultures
nesting on cliffs, coyotes patrolling the
meadows, and muledeerbrowsing on
tendertwigs. Onecantraverseportions
of the Oregon High Desert National
Recreation Trail asitskirtssomeof the
river'scanyons. Anglerscanhook their
ownmealsfromtheDonnerundBlitzen’s
rushing waters. Duetoitssmallsize,
however, theriverisnotconsidered navi-
gable.

How to Get There
FromBurns, driveapproximately
60 miles south on Highway 205 to
Frenchglen. Turneast, drivinganother
5milesonamaintained gravelroad to

Carrie Stilwell,

Attorney at Law

CarrieStilwellbringsherlegal ex-
pertise to ONDA by helping withap-
peals, FOIA requests,and commentson
BLMdocumentsandstatemanagement
plans. Carrieholdsanundergraduate
degreefromOhioState University,and
graduated withhonorsfromtheUniver-
sity of OregonLaw School.

Carrieis attracted to ONDA be-
causeitistheonly groupinOregonthat
focusesondesertlands. Inthe ONDA
office, “Everyonefeelslikeanimportant
partof the organization,” says Carrie.
“Volunteersfeel valued andlike getting
something accomplished.” Working
withONDA’sstaffand Boardis “mar-
velous,” accordingtoCarrie.

ButCarrie’svolunteerworkhasnot

ELAINE REES

Carrievolunteerswritinglegal appeals for
ONDA.

AnnualBarbed WireRound-UpatHart
Mountain, a“great, hands-onrestora-
tion experience.” (See pg. 2 forinfo
aboutthisyear’sBarbed Wire Round-

Donnerund Blitzen Wild and Scenic River
above Page Spring Campground.

BLM'sPageSpringsCampground. From
the campground, hikeupstreamalong
the Donner und Blitzen. Maps and
suggested trailroutesmaybe obtained
from the Burns District BLM Office,
located onHighway 20justwestofHines,
Oregon. MapsoftheDesert Trail which
pass through theareamaybe obtained
from the DesertTrail Association, P.O.
Box 34, Madras, OR 97741. USGS
topomapsfortheareaare: PageSprings,
Fish Lake, Tombstone Canyon,
WildhorseLake,and Alvord HotSprings.

Remember, whencampingalways
practice"LeaveNoTrace" principles.
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ONDA’s Wish List

The followingitems would be
welcomeadditionstoourofficeand
increaseoureffectiveness. Ifyoucan
helpshortenourlist, pleasecall Gilly
at (541) 385-6908.

¢ Desklamps

¢ Hi-8videocamera

and the big one:

¢ Areliablevehicle (forourna-
tional outreach coordinator, Denzel
Ferguson, to do education work

beenaﬂfatadesk La‘st‘Augu.stshewasa,n Up.) Thankyou, Carrie! around thecountry)
enthusiastic participantinONDA's
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Books T-Shirts/Sweatshirts

The Sagebrush Ocean: A Natural History ofthe Great Basin ~ ONDA T-shirts (shortsleeve) .........cccccvvcceivnnicannes $12
byStephenTrimble ........ccocoeeecuenninccecnniicnnnn. $24  ONDA Sweatshirts(longsleeve) $22

Wasteof the West: Public Lands Ranching Specifysize (S, M, L, XL) and color (Grey, navy, sage or white).
by LynnJacobs ..........ccccoeiviiiiiniiiccce, $28  "BoycottBeef" T-shirt(shortsleeve)............cccccceuunucce $12

Sacred Cows at the Public Trough Etc.
byDenzel&Nancy Ferguson ............cccccevevevennnnne. $9 Stunning 18"x 28" color poster of Big Indian Gorge ... $10

Holein the Sky R0ad MaptoOHDPAIANGS ...covvvrverrcerserrerrcersnes $5
by William Kittredge ............................................ $20 "Cows Kill S almon" bumper st cker oo $ 1

Spread the truth!
Bumper Stickers only $1 each

GOWS KILL SALMON

©19930REGONNATURAL DESERTORGANIZATION/5%LEFT

ONDA Marketplace Order Form

ITEM DESCRIPTION COLOR (1st & 2nd choice) SIZE QUANTITY ITEM PRICE TOTAL

X =

X =

X =

GRAND TOTAL

YES!l 'Lt joiIN OREGON NATURAL DESERT AsSOCIATION!

Annual membership levels:
(1§25 (1 $50 (1 $100 (1 $250 (d $500

The High Desert Defense Fund Monthly Contribution Program:
Automatic bank deductions are convenient, cut down on paper use and mail solicitations, and are hassle free.
Deductions from your account may be stopped or adjusted at any time by simply sending a written notice or by
phoning ONDA at (541) 385-6908.
High Desert Defense Fund monthly membership levels: (enclose a signed, voided check)

85 %10 (1§25 1 $50 (1 $100
(] Pass my name to the Oregon Clean Stream Initiative so | can help collect signatures
Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Mail this form with check to ONDA, 16 NW Kansas, Bend, OR 97701




18th Annual High Desert Conference
April 25-28 » Malheur Field Station

Mark your calendar! The 18th Annual High Desert
Conferenceis set for April 25-28, 1996 at Malheur Field
Station. The conference takes placeadjacentto the 86,000-acre
MalheurNational WildlifeRefuge, averitablebirder'sparadise.
Thisyear’sconference, “A Desert Wildlands Revival: Wilder-
ness, Water, and Wildlifeinthe High Desert,” issponsored by
the CommitteeforIdaho’sHighDesert, the Toiyabe (Nevada)
Chapter of the Sierra Club, and ONDA.

Duringthepastyear, we'vestruggledlongandhard tokeep
certainmembers of Congress from taking the “public” outof
publiclands. We'verallied insupport ofstrongerenvironmen-
talregulations and raised our voices agalnst attemptstogut
currentlaws. Oureffortshavemet e
withacombinationof suc- =
cessand loss, butit’ssafeto //ﬂ““”
say thatwe’veneverlostsightof one
sustainingideal:desertwilderness. The
18th AnnualHighDesertConference
willprovideuswithanopportunity
to share and learn from our
victoriesandsetbacks, while
wecelebratethelandsand
waters thatinspire and
motivateus.

Toson éﬁ F\uﬂé.\\

Explorethedesertwithyourchoiceoffascinating day trips
onFriday. Highlights of the speakers, topics, and events
include:

e KarlHess, economistwith the Cato Institute
¢ LehuaLopez, presidentof the Native LandsInstitute

* Rick Clugston, director of the Center forRespectofLife
and Environment

* Lessons fromRed Rock Country: Utah’s Wilderness
Struggle

* Protecting speciesin the absence of the Endangered
Species Act

* Victory inOwyhee: Staving offabombing range

¢ OurpopularDesertPoetry Festival

* Dirty Cow PhotoContest

* Gorgeousslideshows

* Field trips toexplore and learn about the magnificent
desert

Ifyouhavenotyetreceived aregistration formorhave
questions about Desert Conference XVIII, call Gilly at (541)
385-6908. See you at Malheur Field Station!

CHECK MAILING LABEL FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION DATE

OREGONNATURALDESERT ASSOCIATION
16 NW KANSASSTREET
BEND, OREGON 97701
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