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Images of Western Rivers

The internalization of degraded streams as normal

By SuzanneFouty

When most
peoplethinkofapris-
tinestreaminthearid
and semi-arid West,
theyvisualizeasingle,
well-defined, mean-
deringchannelwitha
stripof thick vegeta-
tionliningitsbanks.
Theimageofasingle
streamchannelisthe
legacyofearlysurvey-
ors’ records, diaries

i
COURTESY OF SUZANNE FOUTY

Clean Stream

Petitions Due ASAP!

TheOregon CleanStream Ini-
tiative (OCSI) is making the final
push tosubmitover73,000 valid
signatures onJuly 5to Oregon’s
Secretary of State toqualify forthe
Novemberballot. Please help by
usingtheenclosed petitionto col-
lecttenmoresignatures! Mail this
and any other petitions (evenpar-
tially completed ones) ASAP, orat
latest by July 1 to: OCSI, 16 NW
Kansas, Bend, OR97701. You’ll
feelgoodaboutdoingyourpartfor
cleanwaterin Oregon. Thanks!

and letters of pio-
neers, and the first Western photographs and paintings. It'salso
perpetuated by picture postcardsonecanbuyinany grocery store.

A pristine stream with beaver

ROMTHE OUTBACK
byBillMarlett

Butthisimageisnotaccurateformany streams. Thejournals
of explorersand early trappersrecorded astrikingly different
portraitof westernstreams, one often dominated by beaverand
beaver ponds. In1806, forexample, William Clark of the Lewis
and Clark expedition described inhisjournal his crossing of the
GallatinRiver Valley (near presentday Bozeman, Montana):

Initiative

deadline nears

Volunteers needed for final push

Istruck theriver...and attempted to proceed on through the
river bottoms, which were several mileswide....I crossed several
channels of the river running through the bottom in different
directions. Iproceeded onabout twomiles, crossing thosedifferent
channels, all of whichwere dammedwith beaver in suchamanner
astorender thepassageimpracticable, and after being swamped,
as I may say, in this bottom of beaver...made my way to an open,
lowbut firmplainwhichwas anisland....I proceeded up this plain
4miles, and crossed the main channel of the river, having passed
throughaskirtof cotton timber....Theriver is much divided, and
onall thesmall streams innumerable quantities of beaver dams,
though theriver is yet navigable for canoes.

Thewholesaleremoval ofbeaverby furtrappersinthefirsthalf

ofthe1800ssignificantly altered and destabilized stream systemsin
theWest. Asthebeaverdamsfailed and werenotrepaired, channels

CONTINUED ONPAGE4 »

Withmore than60,000signaturesinhand, the Oregon
CleanStream Initiative (OCSI)is well onits way toward
qualifyingfortheNovemberballot. Butweneedyourhelpto
pushitoverthetop! Pleaselend ahand and collectthe
signaturesoftenregistered votersontheenclosed petition,and
mailittoOCSI (addressabove)byJuly 1.

Thislargely volunteer effort gives Oregonians the
chancetosayyestocleandrinking water, wild salmon, and
saferwaterrecreation. Evenifyoucanonlysignyourown
name, send itin. Every signature counts!

Theindustry continues tobattle the initiative with
hyperbole, labelingitthe “Livestock Exclusion Act.” How-
ever, themeasurewillbanlivestockfromlessthan1% ofland
currently availableforgrazinginOregon,basedonthestate’s
draftlistof “waterquality limited” (i.e., polluted) streams.

CONTINUED ONPAGE3 »



OregonNaturalDesertAssociation

16 NW Kansas, Bend, OR 97701
Voick: 541-385-6908 e Fax: 541-385-3370

Mission

Thepurpose ofthe Oregon Natural Desert
Association is topromote the preservation,
protection and rehabilitation of Oregon’s
arid-land environment and toeducatethe
general populationon thevalues of preserv-
ing thenatural arid-land environment.
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byAliceElshoff

The productive benefits of leg irons

It'sbeenbusy herein the den thisspring. Thenewly installed legironsateach
desk function well, and much workisbeing accomplished. Towit: Grassroots
Coordinator Gilly Lyons organized a terrific Desert Conference. Many others
volunteered tomake theeventasuccess. Participantsappreciated thebalance of
contrastingideasand theblend ofenvironmentalismand spiritual renewal. Greatjob,
Gilly. (Youmay slip your footoutforaday.)

Community Organizer Ashley Henryisgoing full steam ahead, making things
happenforthe Oregon CleanStream Initiative, organizingeducationaleventsand
speakingaround thestateonbehalfof cleanwater. (We've had tolengthenher chain.)
And Executive Director Bill Marlett continues to createand implementideas for
advancing desertprotection. Thenextofficeimprovementunder considerationisa

phoneimplantforhisear. AttorneyJack Sternekeepshiscomputer
humming withlegalese, advocating formuchneeded protec-
tion for placeslike Sutton Mountain and the Donnerund

BlitzenRiver Valley.

TheNative American Speakers Tourisshapingup.
Anyoneinterestedinhavingaspeakeroncleanwaterand fishissues,

please contactGilly at(541) 385-6908.

July25-28-Hart Mt. Barbed Wire
Round-Up, HartMt. National Wildlife
Refuge. JoinONDA membersand help
refugestaffremoveunneeded fencing
thatimpedeswildlifemovement. Agreat
weekend that combines conservation
work, deserthikes, and soaksinthehot
spring! Formoreinfo, call Gilly at(541)
385-6908.

August9-12-Steens Mountain
Field Trip, led by ONDA member
Maitreya, will coincide with the Perseid
meteorshower. Hiking, birding, star-
gazing, and more. Call Gilly at(541)
385-6908.

August26-31-Steens Mountain
FullMoon Adventure. Thistrip,led by
ONDA members Mary Garrard and
AliceElshoff,isorganized through Port-
land Parks and Rec. Dept. Day trips
fromMalheurField Stationwill takeyou
toDiamond Craters, Malheur Wildlife
Refuge, and Steens Mountain (witha
soak at Alvord HotSpring). Call Bob
Gandalfi toregister: (503) 823-5132.

September28-29-ONDA Annual
Meeting, Hancock Field Station (near
Fossil). Spend anautumn weekend in
the High Desert along the wild and
scenicJohn Day River. Hikes, slide
shows, and good company. Fordetails,
call Gilly at (541) 385-6908.

October24-26-“OurHomein the
Landscape,” aconference at Central
Oregon Community Collegein Bend.
InvitedspeakersindudeauthorsStephen
Trimble (The Sagebrush Ocean) and
Kathleen Dean Moore (River Walking).
Forinfo, call Bill Buck: (541) 383-7523.

“TheFirstThousand Days of the
NextThousand Years: The Wildlands
ProjectatThree,” aspecialissueof Wild
Earth,isanoverview oftheorganization’s
efforttomapand designaNorth Ameri-
canwildland reserve system. Copies
available for $5 from Wild Earth, PO
Box 455, Richmond, VT 05477.
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OCSI needs volunteers

CONTINUED FROMPAGE1

Thelivestockindustry'sextreme
rhetoricunderscorestheweaknessoftheir
position. Believing regulationsunneces-
sary, they argue thateducationis the
only way toimprovelivestock grazing
practicesin Oregon. Butmost Orego-
niansbelieveitisonly fair thatthelive-
stockindustry beheld accountable, like
otherindustries, for thesignificantpol-
lutionits activities cause toOregon’s
riversandstreams. Forexample, private
forestlandowners and dairy farmers
mustfollow rulesto preventorreduce
water pollution caused by theiractivi-
ties. Why shouldn’tranchers?

Another tired argument the live-
stockindustry trotsoutis thatranchers
willgooutofbusiness. Butthemeasure
givestaxincentivestodefray the costof
fencing, andisphasedinovertenyears,
notaffecting privatelandsforfiveyears.
Themeasurewillallow access pointsfor
watering cattle. AsrangescientistDr.
JerryHolechekexplains(seepg.5),larger
economicforces, suchasaworldwide
oversupply ofbeefand the comparative
inefficiency of desert cattle operations,
arethemainreasonsranchesarefailing.

Meanwhile, adraftreportonOCSI's
economicimpactconcludesthatover
time thenew law will generate signifi-
canteconomicreturns—primarily from
increased salmon production—onin-
vestmentsmadetofencelivestock outof
streams. Amoreappropriatequestionis
nothowmanyjobsmightbelostinthe
desertranchingindustry, butwhatthat
industryiscosting the publicintermsof
pollutedwater,lostsalmonand degraded
wildlife habitattomaintainalifestyle
thatprovidesfewerthan 1% of thejobs
inthe ColumbiaRiverbasin.

The cattleindustry knows,and our
polling data concur, that the public, if
givenachance, will vote tostop water
pollution. OCSI gives Oregonians a
chancetosavesalmon, restorestreams,
and protect clean water. It's only fair
thatthelivestockindustry takeresponsi-
bility forits pollutants. Removingcattle
from polluted streams is simply com-
monsense, giventhecriticalimportance
of waterinthearid West.

Tribes support Clean Stream Initiative

This statement was madeby Ted Strong on behalfof the Columbia River Inter-
Tribal Fish Commission (CRITFC)on February 16,1996 in Portland, Oregon.

Wateristheland’sblood. Ifthebloodisdiseased, theland cannotlive.
Thehealth of theland and the water are asintimately connected as the
healthof ourown fleshandblood. Whetherwerecognizeitornot, weare
apartoftheland. If we poison theblood of theland, we cannot remain

healthy. Topoisontheearth’sbloodistosteal thehealth of thisland from
ourchildren.

The Clean

StreamInitiativeis
fullyinkeepingwith
theTribes’salmon
restorationplan, The
Spiritofthe Salmon.

Wehaveheardmuchaboutthe
foresthealth crisis. Importantas
foresthealthis, itwillbenothing
compared totheloomingaquatic
health crisis. Asour population
grows,sodoesourdemandfordean
water. Atthesametimeasdemand
grows, weare diminishing fresh
watersources.

Wehaveseenthatuptonow,
ourregulatoryagencieshavefailed
tokeeptheblood of thisland pure.
Astribesandaspeopleswhoseheri-
tageisrespectandreverenceforthe
earth, the four ColumbiaRiver tribes support the efforts of the Oregon
Natural Desert Associationtoreturnclean, healthy streamstoOregon’s
naturallandscape. The CleanStream Initiativeshould serveasamodel for
similarinitiativesinother ColumbiaBasinstatesforaddressing theserious
problem of stream degradation. The Clean Stream Initiativeis fullyin
keeping withthemeasuresthatthetribescall forinthesalmonrestoration
plan, Wy-Kan-Ush-MiWa-Kish-Wit, Spiritof the Salmon.

Theblood of thisland willnotbehealthy untilitflows cold and clear,
evenonthehottestdayinthedeepestdesert;untilitflowsovercleangravel
underacanopy ofshade;untilitsflowisbounded by stable streambanks;
anduntilitsflowbathes thirsty wetlands withitsnourishment.

The time forus to quarrel and fightislong past. For the sake of our
childrenand ourindividualhonorand integrity, and for the sake of all
earth's creation, wemustnow work together to put thingsrightwith the
body andblood of thisland.

Tovolunteerto LaneCounty
. ore ane County:
circulatepetitions, call: Elaine Rees 541-683-2147
Portland Area: Southern Oregon:
Donna Rosen 503-232-8478 Evelyn Strauss 541-482-9138
SalemArea: Bend & Central Oregon
Jerrold Martisak 503-588-7236 Ashley Henry 541-389-8367
Corvallis Area: Eastern Oregon:

Craig Lacy 541-758-6148 Patrick Shipsey 541-575-1628
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Images of Western Rivers

CONTINUED FROMPAGE1

begantoincise (erodedownard)and streamsbegantodevelop
many of the characteristicsweknow today.

Whensettlersand governmentsurveyorsarrived, they saw
landscapesthatwereintheprocessofchangingorwerealready
dramaticallyaltered. Removingbeaverfromstreamswasthus
thefirstofanumber of significant changes Euro-Americans
wroughtupon thiscontinent’swatersheds, butitlargely pre-
datesmuchof our writtenand visual records.

After Euro-AmericansettlerscametoOregoninthe 1840s,
domesticlivestockherds, logging, and intensiveagriculture
wereintroduced tothisalready altered landscape. Livestock
trampled streambanks and consumed riparian vegetation.
Floodplainswere cleared foragriculture, side channelsfilled
and water diverted forirrigating feed crops. Clearing upland
foreststended toincrease peak flows. Theloss of streamside
vegetationmadebanksmoresusceptibletobeingeroded dur-
ingfloods. Asstreambankseroded, theirchannelschanged to
thewide, shallow, relatively straightand incised streams we
knowtoday.

A healthy stream without beaver
Westernstreams flowing through wide, flat valleys (as
opposed tothoseflowingdownsteepslopes)shouldhavewell-
vegetated, overhangingbanksbound with deeprootsystems.
The channel should contain distinct
pools, fairly well-sorted channel bot-

Incontrast,adegraded stream thatis straighterandlacks
ready accesstoitsfloodplain (tworesultsofanincised channel)
cancausesevere property damage downstream during high
watereventsduetoitsincreased velocity and erosive power.

Signs of a degraded stream
Thetell-talesignsof degraded valley streamsinclude:

1)streambankswithexposed soilsalongstraightsections
ofthechannel;

2)sparsestreambankvegetationwithshallowrootsystems;

3)widechannelswithverylittleoverhanging vegetationto
shadethestreamandkeepwatercool;

4)anearly straightchannel with few meanders;

5)adowncutorincised stream, caused by theerosiveforce
ofasinglechannel;

6)“abandoned” floodplains, indicated by thedominance
ofdroughttolerantplants (sagebrush, grasses, forbs,
etc.) onthevalleybottomadjacenttoastream;

7)alackof poolsorlittle differenceindepthbetween the
poolsand theriffles;

8) unsorted sediments along the channel bottom (lots of
finesedimentmixedinwithgravel and cobbles);and

9)alargenumberofunvegetated gravelorsandbars.

Numerousunvegetated channelbars, combined witha
lack of pools, indicates that the streamis receiving more
sedimentthanitcan carry outofthe
system. Theexcesssedimentfillsinthe

tomsediments,and dense, lush ripar-
ianvegetationon theadjacentvalley
floor, aresultof frequentfloodingand
highwatertables. Thestream channel
shouldalsobenarrow, deepand "sinu-
ous" (meandering), not wide, incised
andshallow.

Ahealthy stream also has rapid
access toawide floodplain, whichis
critical forreducing theerosive power
of astream. During high flows, the
waterspillsoverthestreambanksonto
thefloodplain, whereitsvelocity drops
suddenly and dramatically. Thisdrop
occursbecausethewater’sdepthonthe
floodplainisshallowerthaninthechan-
nel, and because the friction encoun-
teredby thewater (againstthick vegeta-
tion) is greater. As friction goesup
velocity drops. Consequently, water
hasachancetoinfiltrateinto the flood-
plainsoilsand watertable.

Densevegetationalong the chan-
neledgesdecreasesthestream'serosive
power. Themorethestreammeanders,
the slower the velocity of the water
flowing withinitschannel.

Ahealthy stream has dense vegetation on banks
that overhang the channel, providing cooling shade
and friction toreduceerosion.

poolsand coversspawning gravels
usedby fish. Ifchannelbarsand stream
bankscanberestabilized with vegeta-
tion, theerosive power of the stream
willbeginrecreating pools.

Stream restoration
There-establishmentof vegeta-
tionis the firstkey step inrestoring
streamsand decreasing flood damage.
Ifwevaluecleanstreams, good water
quality, healthy fishand wildlifepopu-
lations, and decreased flooding and
property damage, thenlivestock graz-
ingand otheractivities thatdamage
riparianareas should be halted, re-
duced orrelocated toless sensitive
areas. Thedamage ourstreamsand
watershedssufferisapredictableout-
comeofpoorland managementprac-
tices. Fortunately, thedegradationis
stillsomewhatreversible,if we, asa
society, canmuster the collective will
tomakeneeded changes.

COURTESY OF SUZANNE FOUTY

Suzanne FoutyisaPh.D. candidate
in the Department of Geography at the
University of Oregon.
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SANDY LONSDALE

DESERT CONFERENCE XVIII

Dr. Jerry Holechek grew up on a cattle ranch in central Oregon and

received his Ph.D. in Range Livestock Nutrition from Oregon State Univer-
sity. Nowat New Mexico State University (Las Cruces), his research has
emphasized theeffects of grazing management on rangelivestock production,
wildlifepopulations and financial outcomes. Afterintroducing himselfas
“muchmoreofacowboy thananenvironmentalist,” Dr. Holechek addressed
the Desert Conference. Hereisasynopsis ofhis presentation.

“Ranchinginthe Westisata
crossroads,” proclaimsDr.Jerry
Holechek, rangescientist.

“Real cattleprices, adjusted forinflation, are
probably the lowest in the history of the
country...Notonly are cattle pricesdepressed,
the costofcorn, wheat, fuel, and other commodi-
tiesnecessary tostay inbusinessarerapidly ris-
ing.” Consequently, Holechek fearsthat“We'll
probablylosehalformoreof ourranchersinthe
Southwest.”

Holechekplacespartial responsibility forthe
currentstate of affairs on range scientists like
himself, butisnotonetositbackwithoutoffering

“Cowboysaren’tout
theretomakemoney,”
says Holechek. "They re
out therebecause they
like toride the horses
and chase the cows
around....Ranching
right nowis muchmore
ofalifestylethana
serioussourceof
income.”

©
@ @ @2 s
¢ Se
lLsg
(Thissection )
containshighlights
from Desert
solutions. “One of the big problems Western Conference XVIII,
ranchershavehadtodeal withistherangeprofes- | #eldinlate April.
sionitself. Wenevertaughtthemhow tomanage zjllso, seepg. 1 for
risk, " heasserts. “We[rangeprofessionals]dropped Images OfW estern
theball by notdoing moretotrytogetranchers | Streams,”by
to sell off a large part of their herds during | SuzanneFouty,a
drought” conferencespeaker.
\- J

Drought and herd reductions
Droughtisonerecurringrisk Westernranch-
ersinevitably face. Holechekhasresearched past
climaticdataand concludesthatdroughtisfairly
predictablein the Southwest. Heavy stocking
ratesduring periodsof drought, heargues, arenot
onlyenvironmentally devastatingtotheland, but
alsofinancially dangeroustoranchers. Holechek

CONTINUED NEXTPAGE »™
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"R
anchersoughtto

enizehowimportant
[grass] re31duelevelsare
ingetting thewaterinto
thesoil... Infiltrationrates
aremuchhigherwhen
youhavehigherresidue.
Abladeleftisnotablade
wasted.”

CONTINUED FROMPREVIOUSPAGE

advocatesherd reductionsatthebeginning ofa
droughtcycle. This, hesays, helpsminimize the
economicriskofaridland ranching, whilemain-
taining theecological healthand forage produc-
tivity of therange.

With per capitaconsumptionofbeeffalling,
worldwidebeef productionontherise,and the
increasingefficiency ofbeef productionelsewhere,
“It's going tobe very hard for the publicland
ranchers tostay inbusiness,” says Holechek.
Midwestern cattle producershaveagreatcom-
petitiveadvantagebecausethelandinthatregion
ismoreproductive, flatter, and therain comesin
therightseason. Also, new technologies that
produce morebeef per animal work betterin
humid thanindryareas, puttingdesertranchesat
afurtherdisadvantage compared tomidwestern
andsoutheasterncattleproducers.

Low input ranching
According toHolechek,
therange professionhashis-
torically focused onbiological
risks,andhasadvocatedrange
“improvements,” suchascon-
trollingbrush, implementing
differentsortsof grazingsys-
tems, developingmorewater-
ingsites, etc. Holechekfavors
a “low input” approach to
ranching, which centers
around conservativestocking
rates,avoiding debt, reducing
oreliminating costsforbrush
control, “fancy grazingsystems
and all thisotherstuff.” Ac-
cordingtoHolechek, “Inmost
of thewestern United States, a
low inputapproachtoranch-
ingandrangemanagementwill
provide themost profitwith

DESERT CONFERENCE XVIII

Abhealthy grassland onan ungrazed exclosurenear Hayes
Springon BLM land near Prineville.

theleastrisk. Italsohasalotof benefitsforsoil,
vegetation,and wildlife.”

Holechek citesnumerousstudies demon-
strating thatlowinputranchingand conservative
stockingratesconsistently show20to60% higher
economicreturnsperacre.

A blade left is not a blade wasted
Holechekbelievesthat35percentutilization
offorage (the portionof grasseatenby livestock)
isbetter for ranchers and the range than the
Bureauof Land Management's(BLM)usual pre-
scriptionof50percent. “Conservativegrazing,
removal of aboutone-third of the vegetationin
thesearid areas, is quite sustainable on the up-
lands,” althoughhe concedesthat“itwon’tsolve
theriparianareaproblems.”

“Ranchersoughttorecognizehowimportant
residuelevelsarein getting the waterinto the
soil... Infiltrationratesaremuchhigherwhenyou
havehigherresidue. Abladeleftisnotablade
wasted.” Increased infiltration of rainwater re-
chargesundergroundaquifers, increases vegeta-
tivegrowth, and improves year-round stream
flows, critical toarid areas.
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DESERT CONFERENCE XVIII

ply of beefbecauseranchersdonotreduce their
herds, ultimately lowering profitmargins. The
Emergency Feed Program...“isone of themost
air-headed programsyou could everimagine. I
wasagainstitbecausesomerancherswere collect-
ing $50,000 a year in half the years.” The FY
1996budgetsignedin Aprilby PresidentClinton
eliminated fundingfor theEmergency Feed Pro-
gram. Somelegislatorsaretrying toreviveit.

BLM’s “ValeProject” inMalheur County,
Oregon,is another exampleof “adisastroustax-
payer-supported rangeimprovementprogram,”
assertsHolechek. The $92 million project, which
ranfrom1962-1972,among otheractivities con-

verted 200,000 acresof livestock
I heVale

degraded desert grasslandsto
crested wheatgrass, anexoticfeed

Projectaveraged
$350,000 per

grass. Italsobuilt2,000miles of
fencesand 500reservoirsforwa-
teringlivestock.

The ValeProjectwas “insidi-
ous,” saysHolechek. “Itdidn’t
do anything....[but] give the
ranchersalotofextrafeed fora

SANDY LONSDALE

Onanadjacent area,a subsidized “ran geimprovement”
has diverted Hayes Spring intoawater trough for cattle.
Theresult:anecological sacrifice zone.

The problem with subsidies

Governmentsubsidiesforranchersareama-
jor political risk for ranchers, argues Holechek.
“I'magainstalmostallsubsidized rangeimprove-
ment, rancher-helpprograms.” Onereasonisthat
government programs oftenencourage orforce
rancherstooverstock, increasing financialexpo-
sure.

Forexample, the federal Emergency Feed
Program, which pays50 percentof theranchers’
feed costsindry years, contributestoanoversup-

shortperiod of time. Intheend
the country reverted rightback
to...sagebrush. The Vale Project
wasbad forranchersand forthe
environment. Rightnow itis

rancher. That'sahell
’ V4

ofasubsidy!

estimated thattheareaissupporting 25-40 per-
centmorecattle thanitwill carry. The costofthe
ValeProjectaveraged $350,000 perrancher (1992
dollars). That'sahell ofasubsidy!”

Westernranching today doesnothave so
muchtodowithmakingalivingaslivingadream,
says Holechek. “Cowboysaren’tout there to
makemoney. They reouttherebecausetheylike
to ride the horses and chase the cows
around...Ranchingrightnowismuchmoreofa
lifestyle thanaserioussourceofincome.”

. .many people in the
WillametteValleydon'’t knowany-
thingabout desert grazing. Ifind
that sharing stories of the land—
focusingoncleanwater, the condi-

Heard at Desert Conference XVIII
Comments from Desert Conferenceparticipantsat the "Open Mike”

“Tt's amazing howmany people
are absolutely clueless about the
impact livestock have on streams.”

Ashley Henry, Bend, OR

tionof theland, thenative fishand
plants—brings peopletovaluethis
lard.”

Kathi Myron, Canby, OR

“Bridge-building is probably the
most important jobwe [environmen—
talists]have. . .evenbridge-building

among ourselves.”
Karl Anderson, Hermiston, OR

“For everythingthere is a sea—
son. There is a time tomend fences
and there’s a time todisplay some
righteous indignation. Andif there
hadn’tbeenahell of a lot of righ-
teous indignation in Tdahoover the
last fewyears, we'dbe getting
bombed right now. ”

RandyMorris, MountainHare, ID

CONTINUED NEXTPAGE »™
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DESERT CONFERENCE XVIII

Native American Voices

Lehua Lopez, president of the Native Lands Institute, addresses Desert
Conference X V1II.

Wildands: Another view

“Inmy [Hawaiian]|language, thereisnoconceptofwilder-
ness; thereisnoword forwilderness.... We say‘Uamauke’ea
kaainaikapono,” which translatesas‘Thelife of theland is
perpetuated inrighteousness.” Therightway of doing thingsis
based onwhat'srightfortheland, notfortheeconomybecause
theeconomyisnotgoingtolast. Therewillbeacollapseof your
economy assureas therehavebeen collapsesof economiesin
thepast.”

“Thecosmology of theHawai'ianPele volcanoreligion...is
oneexampleintheworld wherehumansfitintotheequation
ofnature....Theword “wild” hasno place—ithasnomean-
ing—inHawai'iancosmology. Itisnotthe‘wildlandsequa-
tion’, itisthe landsequation.” Thelandsequationisunity and
balance.”

MAITREYA

“The Western world divides life and land into
categories...and yousetwildernessapartfromeverythingelse
youhaveinyourlife. And youleave the profanity of yourlife
toexperience the sacredness of wilderness. Youleave the
insanity of yourlifetofind healinginwilderness. And thenyou
comeheretothisbeautiful place, and hereiswhereyou treat

thingswithrespect,
l
I helifeofthe

and hereiswhere
youcommunewith

landisperpetuated
inrighteousness.”

nature,and hereis
whereyouandyour
AHawaiian view

fellow humanbe-
ingscometogether
topray...and then
yougobacktoyour
separate, profane
lives....What I
wouldliketoseeis
for this place tobe partof the spectrum of [your] life. Itisnot
something thatis maintained separately, but partof your
life... Ithinkitisnecessary tobring partof thisbackintoyour
life... Itisnow timetoliterally remake yourworld.”

LehuaLopez, president&founder, Native LandsInstitute

The long arms of consumerism

“Therewasatimeldidn’tknowwhatacowwas. Alllknew
wasthebear, theelk, the deer, therabbits,and thebirds. Then
another culture came, the American culture of consumerism.
Thatbeasthas many armsreachingall around the world,
tearinguptheland, destroying villages, allfor thesakeof Burger
King, McDonald’s, thebeefindustry...Fromsomany places
theeagleisgone, the treesare gone, the plantsare gone.”

CalvinHecocta, Klamath Tribe

Heard at Desert Conference XVIII

CONTINUEDFROMPAGE?7

“You can disagreewith a per-
son profoundly and argue with
themintensely, andstill respect
themdeeply. Please, beradicals
inwhat youbelieve. . .advocate
radical positions. Don’t canpro-
mise. But youcan advocate radi-
cal positionswhile beingare-
spectful human being and respect-
ing other people’s human dig-

Joseph Minato, Eugene, OR

e envi talistsarequilty
of curlingupandallowingourselves
tobeabusead. . .andIthinkit’stimefor
us to stand up on our hind legs and
fosteredanotionof 'balance, ' but
there is no balance in this
argument. . . . If the logging industry
or the livestock industrywins an
argument, they stand tomake bil-
lionsofdollars. If Iwinanargurent,
Idon’tgetonepenny. Isthatbal-
ance? Whenever reporters talk about
balance, let'ssay, ‘Hey, let’sdefine
balance. "

Denzel Ferguson, Bates, OR

“There’s atendencywithinthe
environmental camunity for self-
censorshipbecausewe tacitlydis—
courage others framvoicing ideas
that don’t fit the pure model of
environmental correctness. I feel
this is anunhealthy tendency. ”

ChrisOrsinger, Eugene, OR

“Thank you to all of youwho
are older than I am for being an

inspiration. .. .Yourexamplehasnot
been lost on those of us in the

younger generation.”
Jason Seivers, Eugene, OR
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Readat Desert Conference’s Second Annual Desert Poetry Festival.

The Wider Lens

by Amy Klauke

Although the way we study detaches

bud frantwig, fossil franlake, still

T havenot learned to separate

the dropped pine cone fromitsquilt

of river rock, birdsong fram

dawn light. Nor could I sever

rainsmell frombarefeet, snowfall framredcheek, or the lake
fromthewind combing its skin.

I can not seemtountangle

the arms of themanzanita,
fromthehorizon’s greywaist. Because
the speckledgall changes once it slips
framits shelf of cakbark torot

onmud ridge and twig scatter. And

the curled fawn isn’t the samewithout
thecalyxof grass againstwhich it rests,
or the hemlock beyond that, any less the owl
initshighbranchwith yelloweye open
on themouse to be churned intoa furred
pellet and spitout beneath
thedarkcapeand its 6
circlinggperture

takingitallin. ((

Life Among

the Paiutes

Sarah Winnemuccawas the daughter of
Chief Winnemuccaofthe Northern Paiutes.
Born around 1844 near Humboldt Lake in
Nevada, Sarah was given the name
Thocmetony, “Shell Flower.” Her people, who
called themselves “Numa,” had to move away
from their accustomed food gathering areas
because cattle herds of the white settlers deci-
mated the grass seeds that were an important
part of the Numa’s diet. Sarah became a
spokesworman for her peopleduring theyears of
negotiationswiththe U.S. governmentandits
army. Thisisanexcerptfromher autobiogra-
phy Life Among the Paiutes, by Sarah
Winnemucca Hopkins.

“Thosewhohavemalignedmehave
notknownme. Itistrue thatmy people
sometimesdistrustme, butthatisbe-
causewordshavebeenputintomymouth
whichhaveturned outtobenothingbut
idlewind. Promiseshavebeenmadeto
meinhigh places thathave notbeen
kept, andThavehad tosufferfor thisin
theloss of my people’s confidence. I
havenotspokenillofothersbehind their
backsandsaid fairwordstotheirfaces. I
havebeensincere withmy ownpeople
whentheyhavedonewrong, aswellas
withmywhitebrothers.... My peopleare
ignorantofworldlyknowledge, butthey
know whatlovemeansand whattruth
means. They haveseentheir dearones
perisharound thembecause theirwhite
brothershave giventhemneitherlove
nortruth. Arenotloveand truthbetter
thanlearning? My peoplehavenolearn-
ing. They donotknow anythingabout
thehistory of theworld, butthey cansee
the Spirit-Fatherineverything. The
beautiful world talks to them of their
Spirit-Father. They areinnocentand
simple, butthey arebraveand willnotbe
imposed upon. They are patient, but

they knowblackisnotwhite.”
\
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Project cancelled:

Borax Lake spared
ByGillyLyons

Since1990, ONDA, the OregonNatural
ResourcesCouncil, TheNature Conservancy,
theSierraClub,and otherconservationgroups
havebeenopposinga proposed geothermal
energy development on BLM land in the
AlvordDesert.

The project wasnearBoraxLake, arare
“hotlake” whichsupports the unusualand
federally endangered Borax Lake chub.
ONDA’s opposition grew out of concerns
aboutthe project’simpactson thesmall fish,
whichlivesinthe 100°waters.

Theconservationcommunity’seffortshave
paid off. Portland General Electric, apoten-
tialbuyerofthegeothermalenergy, pulled out
oftheprojectinNovember 1995, followed twomonthslaterby
Anadarko, theenergyexplorationcompany thathad planned to
drillatBoraxLake. The chub cannowbreatheasigh of relief!

H_Z- 4

Boax L
Desert

ONDA Receives Grants

ONDA ispleased toacknowledgereceiptinMarchofa
very generousgrantfrom theOutdoorIndustry Conservation
Alliance, acoalitionof outdoorbusinesses thatsupportscon-
servationgroupsthroughoutNorth America, aswellasgrants
from the Eugene-based McKenzie River Gathering and the
Fund forWild Natureof Corvallis. Thesegrantswillhelpfund
ONDA'’sClean Water Education program.

Wearehonored and extend our thanks to the Conserva-

tion Alliance, McKenzie River Gathering, and the Fund for
Wild Nature!

e,ahol

akein Harney County, is one of the natural wonders of Oregon s High

John Day placed on nation's

“10 Most Endangered Rivers”
ByGillyLyons

AmericanRivers, anational river conservation group,
recentlyreleased “North America’sMostEndangered Riversof
1996,” itsannual assessmentof thenation’smostbeleaguered
waterways. The good news—andbad news—isthatcentral
Oregon’sJohnDay Rivermadethelist.

ONDA nominated theJohnDay, thelongestundammed
riverin the ColumbiaBasin, to draw attention to theriver’s
myriad threats, whichincludelivestock grazing, logging, and
irrigationdiversions. ONDA’sprecedent-settinglawsuitagainst
theForestService, filed underthe federal Clean Water Act(see
DesertRamblings, Spring 1996), willhopefully bring relief for
theendangered JohnDay.

Volunteer Profile

ByGillyLyons

ELAINE REES

Debra Burke, tireless volunteer for

Debra Burke

When Debra Burke moved from
Vermontto central Oregonin 1989, it
wasn'tlongbeforeshediscoveredshewas
adesertratinEastCoastgarb. Shefound
herselfcalled tothe canyons, buttes,and
othergeologicfeaturesinshortsupply
back East. Debra’slove of desertland-
scapesled her tobecome a dedicated
ONDA volunteer, coordinatingourpress
clippings, organizing volunteerworkpar-

Debra’sloveof the High Desert
alsobroughtherin contactwith de-
graded streamsandrivers. “Seeing
thestateofdesertstreams,and know-
inghowmuchdamagelivestockgraz-
ingcandotothesestreams, mademe
realize thatwe can’tlet things con-
tinue this way,” says Debra. She
creditsherhusband Greg, anavid
fisherman, withhelpingherunder-
stand livestock’simpactsondelicate
desertstreams. Shenow volunteers
astheBend coordinatorofsignature
gatherers for the Oregon Clean

ONDAand the Oregon Clean tiesand fielding phonecalls. StreamInitiative. Thankyou, Debra!
Stream Initiative.
DESERT RAMBLINGS *S UMMER 1996 10 OREGON NATURAL DESERT ASSOCIATION
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Books T-Shirts/Sweatshirts

The Sagebrush Ocean: A Natural History ofthe Great Basin ~ ONDA T-shirts (shortsleeve) .........cccccvvcceivnnicannes $12
byStephenTrimble ........ccocoeeecuenninccecnniicnnnn. $24  ONDA Sweatshirts(longsleeve) $22

Wasteof the West: Public Lands Ranching Specifysize (S, M, L, XL) and color (Grey, navy, sage or white).
by LynnJacobs ..........ccccoeiviiiiiniiiccce, $28  "BoycottBeef" T-shirt(shortsleeve)............cccccceuunucce $12

Sacred Cows at the Public Trough Etc.
byDenzel&Nancy Ferguson ............cccccevevevennnnne. $9 Stunning 18"x 28" color poster of Big Indian Gorge ... $10

Holein the Sky R0ad MaptoOHDPAIANGS ...covvvrverrcerserrerrcersnes $5
by William Kittredge ............................................ $20 "Cows Kill S almon" bumper st cker oo $ 1

Spread the truth!
Bumper Stickers only $1 each

COWS KILL SALMON

© 1993 OREGON NATURAL DESERT ORGANIZATION/5% LEFT

ONDA Marketplace Order Form

ITEM DESCRIPTION COLOR (1st & 2nd choice) SIZE QUANTITY ITEM PRICE TOTAL

X =

X =

X =

GRAND TOTAL

YES!l 'Lt joiIN OREGON NATURAL DESERT AsSOCIATION!

Annual membership levels:
(1§25 (1 $50 (1 $100 (1 $250 (d $500

The High Desert Defense Fund Monthly Contribution Program:
Automatic bank deductions are convenient, cut down on paper use and mail solicitations, and are hassle free.
Deductions from your account may be stopped or adjusted at any time by simply sending a written notice or by
phoning ONDA at (541) 385-6908.
High Desert Defense Fund monthly membership levels: (enclose a signed, voided check)

85 %10 (1§25 1 $50 (1 $100
(] Pass my name to the Oregon Clean Stream Initiative so | can help collect signatures
Name
Address

City, State, Zip

Mail this form with check to ONDA, 16 NW Kansas, Bend, OR 97701
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Senate passes Livestock

Grazing Act by slim margin
InMarch, the U.S.Senateapproved 51 to46 the “Public
Rangeland Improvement Act,” alsoknownas the Livestock
GrazingAct. Thelegislation, sponsored by Sen. Pete Domenici
(R-NM), couldbe called the “Rangeland Destruction Act.”

Thebill, opposed by conservationists, sportspersonsand
the Clinton Administration, aims tolock the publicout of
rangeland managementdecisionsand establishgrazingasthe
“highest” use of 250 million acres of publiclands. Rep. Wes
Cooley (R-OR)issponsoringacompanionbillinthe House
(HR 1713), which the House Natural Resources Committee
recentlyapproved.

Urge yourlegislatorstovote NOonHR1713:

Rep.Elizabeth Furse (Dist. 1)

Rep.WesCooley (Dist.2)

Rep.Earl Blumenauer (Dist.3, formerlyRonWyden'sseat)

Rep.DeFazio (Dist.4)

Rep.Jim Bunn (Dist.5)

Write: USHouseofRepresentatives

Washington, D.C. 20515
Call: Congressional Switchboard: (202) 225-3121
(Callsbefore8 AM arelessthan25¢ / min.)

—
MARK YOUR CALENDAR/!

Join us for two great
desert gatherings:

Hart Mt. Barbed Wire
Round-Up
Thur - Sun, July 25-28
Hart Mt. National Wildlife Refuge

Join us as we help refuge staff remove
unneeded fencing that impedes wildlife
movement. Conservation work, desert hikes,
and hot spring soaks!

ONDA Annual Meeting
Sat - Sun, Sept. 28-29

Hancock Field Station (near Fossil)

An autumn weekend in the High Desert
along the wild and scenic John Day River.
Hikes, slide shows, and good company.

For more info on either event,
call Gilly (541) 385-6908.

N

CHECK MAILING LABEL FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP EXPIRATION DATE

OREGONNATURALDESERT ASSOCIATION
16 NW KANSASSTREET
BEND, OREGON 97701
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