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Grazing phase-out
could save $1.3 million

Economic impacts of OHDFA assessed

-|r.'l'l'.': FESTT JiN, I'lll: r||.'::;u-'.' P r.'|'..'." LXerert . | Ty ._|I|'|'II 'l.l'.|!.'|_'|
onsprriatian. prawg ivvalved i develaping dw Orepor High Deiers
Prosactinn At (QHDPA ) comvossiresamed son eoowaete by of the imrancts
i e Ty drventonk prazing from i mere fhan O medlfion aores marnaped
iy e Beerevse of Lawd Mamvagrmems §BLAM ) onrompassed &y £00rcoitroens
arideraver proposel. D, Moy Ranltke, o veoopsized feader fir watwrad
FESOUITY ECaINNAC resenhrnd) el o arreviale prefeimr g O o b
[ rirrey RV, 10 DEr TN fhi anativiry, Helon s .'l.'l|:|"||".'_::.l'|.'| Fricas Ty
Raate s twaly, Hw avafd of wlicd o moer araelable Oee pe. 11)

The Orregon High Desert Protecrion Act identifies 47 areas
siicable tor addivion to the Matona Wilderness Preservation
SFALEm, COVEIONnS A RETio '-lljl-ll |-i-'| reservie for SMeens |"'-1:-|.||||..||||I
ilenritics three new national momuwments and one new nacionl

wildlife refuge, expanids che exisring Hare Me, Warional Wildlfe
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 &

Retiring grazing permits
Modest reforms could help protect
wildlands and sensitive habitals

In 1994, OMDA actempoed oo [e@se 4 STAe graging permit
in the Owyhee Canvonlands o rese these puiblic bunds lscated
alang a wild and scenie waterway from livestock impacts. The
opportwnity for non-ranchers to bid on state lond lepses resuled
from & policy shifr by che Stace Land Board char year. Following-
upron acampaign pledee, however, Gov, Kitzhaber led the Soare
Land Bowrd ro reverse i6s policy in 1995, In spice of the stace’s
reversal in favor of che livestock imtercsts, ranchers challenged
the rules in court and recencly lost {see pg. 55 While ONDA's
licgurion againse che scage awairs final resolucion in seate court,
this is a good cme toexplione a relared proposal 1o ” recire” ol
Innd grazing permics from willing sellers

B kgrouand

kl.'l.il. r.1.| |1L FMIUTEDESS A F-I'l.;lllr-q,'l_k |II-II1'II_'rJ.[{' [Farm & ||r|'. .IlL'I!.'-
e
grazing permic is normally ransferred o the new owner. I a
ramectier instead could “sell” his grazmg PECMIE, Say, 0 4 CONSEr-
wittin grgamiEaion, & number of mucaal benefits cold oocur.

base ranch.” I the private ranch is siald, the associnted

Cin the one hand, income from selling a permit may allow
o rncher to retire without having o sell and abanden che ranch,
which can say in che Family
tmpacts) of h|||1|||1.'u|||'._a_' i J.I”_'l' ranch e Cranchectes is

The bikelihood (and negacive

N THE OUTBACK
fiy Bill Mirlerr

reduced

Imsteadd, che sancher may choose to mse hay, min a
smaller liveseock operacion on private lands, or beein a new
ranch-based business (e.g., specialey livestock, o bed and break
fuse, guided wilderness tours, fee hunting, eoc.)

On the ochier |I.|'.b|J.. coMisErvatomnises oould rargit the e
imovil of Investock grazing i wilderness areas, in habirar for
SENSITIYE H'r-'.'l.il.'i. or .l.|-.-||J.' LT Grrart |-|-\.||--!l|._1ri|'|;.' Freams or

Ly Ill: |IJ'||| SLTTIC TTVERS;

Bur why should we buy pracing permits since ranchers

CONTINUED ON PAGE S
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Hart Mt. Fence-Out
a Success

I.}Ill'l:ll: '.Ill_ I.Ihl '\.k-q,'l_':\_-q:”.] |||j|,.,|:._ Y-

enreen die-lued fence removerss jorned with
staft from the Harr Mounrnin Marional
Anrelope Betuge ro dismantle nearly four
rrvibes il barbsed=wire fence .-';r'-||rr:-'-._||1'|,|r|;,".-
150 miles of obsolete fences within the
now cow-free refuge pose o hazard 1o
wildlife and are gradually being removed,
Largely with volunteer help from conserva-
oon groups like ONDA., Ths is the
refuge’s seventh year sans livestock grae-
ing, and the mountain looks great!

Sencers chanks vo the folkows in YA
members, board members, and seaff who
sustained the ecenswanal scrarch and scrape
o bring down those fenoes: Amy Ander
SN[, __L-n a2, _||I:rl Das, Dale Deason,
Alice Elshoif, Cal Elsholl, Byan Hassenein,
Greg Holmes, Justin Liversedge, Gilly
Lyons, Bl Marlerr, Craig Miller, Dale
Sarkkimen, |.K. Sarkkinen, Fred Sawyer,

Eric Sawyer, and Carre Seilwell,

DesesT Rapnemos = Faw, 1297

Fence Removal
Work FParty at
Malheur National
Wildlife Refuge

Fri-Sun, Oct. 31-Nov 2

Jonn ONIDA for a rewarding week-
end of pulling fence ar che southern end of
Malheur Mariomal Wildlide Hefure, The
second of OMDA's "Dken't Pence Ok
epon” wirk parties, this one promises to
be & Breir wisekiend of habitat enhance-
ment during the fall bird migracion in
this scenic arca near Seeens Mouneain

Bunk-lik:
limited o 20, Camping and BV parking

N ||II'|II'|||-\.|.|I [IoNs &ATCE

wre available nenrby, Camping ar BLM's
Page springs campground is Iree, as is the
event to volunceers! For more
infermacion and to register, please
comtact Cally Lyons at ghronsioonda.org

ar (%31 3300-2638

[

Chccion Marus, Desenr AssSooiaTson



Desert protection proposal would save tax dollars

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

Befuge, and advocares for the addition of
54 eustern ‘l.}ne'_!.:um WATCTWEYS [0 tht fed-
eral Wild and Scenic River System

If copcred, OHDPA would phaose
out livestock grazing over ten years from
abour & million acres of public lunds
{leaving T8 million acres of BLM and U5,
Forest Service lands in edscern Oregon
OPEn 10 Brazing, Himg, mibarized rec-
redtion and other uses). Remowing
Ivestock from che newly designaced Innds

would reciee 400, 206" Animal Ui

Muonths (ALIMs) of [orage consumption
annually. (An AUM & the amounr of
forage i cow and her calf consame in ane
maanth, approximately B pounds.)

In derermining the economic impace
of implementing OHDPA, ihe stuily
imvestigated the level of support {or suls
sidies) char the BLM :|'|n|1'.-||:h.—'. for each
dollar the agency receives from irs
grazing leases. The BLM repors spend-
ing between 5% million and 26 million
annually for ringe mamgements im Cir-
egon. The Oregon BLM spends £6.10
I.“.'r |“|'|.-M 1oFr its Il'r'l:'!ﬂ!.ll I{ Frﬂ;l'in_ﬂ
program. Permictees currently pay only
31,35 per AUM, viclding a subsidy for
authorized grazing on BLM lands in Or-
egon of $4.75 per AUM
OHDFA would save % 1.3 million

The estimated rangeland manage

ment cost for the leII'I:iIIH. LM pl..ll.‘.-|||_ |.||'|lli
included in OHDPA is just under $1.66

N =

i b

Iroriirag BTN 1N
Ay I".Ingw.- Fi)
TPEAPEHE OO
gmnails fhal gaw Pl
relataeny modind o
Frowy g Praziip e
outt om BN i,

Wiherce diorgrazing [ees oo

RO ALTM= x 31,35 (1997 BLM grazing fec) =

$540,000 in Grazing Receipts'
{from proposed OHDPA lands)

T Federal Treasury

37.5%
$202,500

$367,200" paid by permirtees for use of
these public lande, che federal liveseock
program in the OHDPA area is subsi-
clized |-'I=|' aboue £1.29 million annwally,
Tl'u:-r-.-lurr. BLM would sawve 1'|'||'s SN
annuslly by eliminaring pgrazing on

OHDPA lands.

How would OHDPA effece local
persomal mcome? Bused on 1993 figures,
9% of the rogal personal income of south-
cast Chrepon 8 derrwed from the beef cow
livestock indostry. The removil of live
stock grazing due to passage of OHDPA
wiolld reduce tocal personal income in
southeast Oregon by abour §7.2 mil-

Insii—a reductson of aboar 1. 1%,

R 25 ALTMS ate  permitted,” bur anly
_1_'_1..1]'”” ."I.l”k‘[l ang "JIJTI|IIrJ..I_|_'\-I_‘II-' 'l.l.'hhl!a

T BLM r-er R.I:II'IF\E
Betierment Fund

0%
$270,000

To Lake, Harney &
Malhewur Counties
for Range lmprovements

12.5%
$67,500

Tourism offsets losses

Wisitors enjoying BLM lands spend
an average of 320 per day, and each $20
spent genersees 10 in local personal
mmcodme, e, Radeke's I-IH“I'-I.'F show rhar
the loas of roral personal income due 1o
the decrease in th!:ill.H wold be offset if
the total recreationnl "visivor days” to
B‘I-!ﬁ{ IHEHJE l'.'ili.ll YERAD WTe 1N rl:'flﬁ-i_"d h:r'
730,000, i 16% increase from curfent
levels.

Based on current crends in the Grear
Basin, wvisitor recreation days in the
DHPDA arca are expected o increase
three o four percent annually.  Ar this
rate, th income generared foom incoemsed
recreatinn on CHDPA lands will exceed
the potential income loss from reduced
Brazing within four to five years,

million.  Alrer subtracting the known _
or 51,353 per ALM yvields the $367, 20K
S . s = e LR T, e R R S

Desenr Ramauinos = Fau 1997
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Retiring Grazing Permits

LLUN T INDIED FROM PAGE &

don'c own them in the first place? In-
deed, the Supreme Court has affirmed
thar grazing permits are privileges, not
private property.  Bur the fact remains
that che rancher paid for the value of the
grazing permic when he or she purchased
the ranch. Banks also use the permic’s
witlue as collateral when exrending loans

to finance ranch operations,

s S o
ll-iml ¥ n_&’r

l_ives_mc_k.

N e —— -4

Enabling conservation groups o of-
fer cash ro revire Drasamg permits benefits
everyone. [ r'l'll'-'ll-‘ll'-f- the rancher income
-||'|.‘| SEVES TaXpayer dollars |!'|:| rl_'~~.|l.|1.'||1j_'h
government subsidies), while simulta-

nenusly helping to restore wild landscapes,

Legal changes needed

Thres ¢ hnll'li'.'ﬁ In Cstmg law rouse
be made before a grazing permir rerire-
ment program can be implemented

1} Eliminate the “use-it-or-lose-
it requirement. Currently, ranchers
can chisse not oo grise cheir leased fed-
eral lands for only two vears. After chat,
someone can challenge che rancher’s con-
trol over che permit. W need o give any
permit bolder the fexibalicy to volungar-
ily rest part or all of cheir eased lands
from grazing for an unlimiced |||_-:|q:..]_

2} Eliminate the requirement thae
only persons invalved in the livesiock
business can control grazing permit,

3) Eliminute the base ranch re-
guirement, thereby allowing an Y PETEON
or organization to hold o grazing permie

ONDA believes char
the rime has come for Con
EIess [0 Creane a grazing
el : .
grum. Wiale nor o sweep-
mg relorm ol the palbli
lands graxing, it does rep-
resent gn incremental step

[ctircment pros

forwurd in restoring our
public lands.

A retirement progeim
choes nor create a Mrighe”
on public lands or & mar-
ker thar doesn't already
CX18]
ranchers (o participate in
the buying and selling of
grazing permits thae al
ready occurs among ranch-
ers, and it gives the permit
holder the option poe o

It rmerely allivars non-

use the permit for grazing
¢ does ot imvalidate ex
isting lows desizned L i
1.\--|ni]||!|..
il ivirais ¥ ir the rn.|h|i|; '§

4 S W l|.:||.
interest, mor does i ab-
solve federal agencies from accountabil-
ity fior managing our public lands

Mo new expense o the raxpayer
would be required. Tn fact, over rime the
Burcau of Land Management { LM and
the Forest Service will realize savings s
chie agencies admmister fewer leases amd
build fewer rangeland “imprivements”
tor lvestock,

Deserr Kasiiros « P, 1997

Late Coarmery, Chepan

A flunding source

To facilicate the retirement of graz-
ing permies in important fish and wildlife
habitar or wilderness areas, the CXINCINE
{currently
funded with 505 of the grazing foes paid
tor the government or about £1% millien
per vear) should be redirecred o retire
grazing permits froon willing sellers. A
pani| of scienciscs and inrerest group rep
resentatives could selece the "best™ per-
myets b0 purchise based on ecological and/
0T PECITATNRD Crslor.

range betterment funeds

Betiring grazing permits s a collabo-
rarive sodution to addeess both che healoh
of the land and che inevicable aging of the
It is o
painless approach o educing livestock
grazing problems on some public bnds
while providing some ranchers an oppar-
turity to maintaen ther lifestvle. While
it does nest resolve all the conflices over
the management of our public lands, it

ranching community in the Wes

woald provmiote cooperation betwoen
conservarien mnterests and ranchers

Oretos Manma Deserr AssoCiaTioN

fL&RE PILE



ONDA blocks bid to lengthen state grazing leases

Ranchers may appeal to Supreme Court

.H:l' .I|.|'.u'm|'.-_|| "l'lrlr_lrnllrr.l.ql'

In June, the Chregon Courr of
Appeals handed ONDA a victory i
i dispute with ranchers who pruee
sture-ownied lands in eastern Oregon

The ranchers sued the stare
1994, claiming ehat, based on s 1983
atate Land Board (51LB) policy, they
were entitled o 20-yeéar grazing
Ml-year re-
In December 1954, a lower

leases with autamati
mi-wrals
courrt i Harney Couniy ruled i che
runchers” favor, inding char the leases
were legally endoreeable under che
1954 5L8 |'-l.!-||-.'!. Bair i Mewafeiia e

Chpor, the Appeals Courr reversed
thie lower CTRECT'S I|I-.'l.'|'|=r: i wiid thinew
aut the Fanchers” clarm,. This laoest
ruling wis based on technical find

ings chat the plaineffs (the lessees)
farled eon file their .'n||1|||,|||'|: witluds
the sturutory cime limies chat pro-
vided the sile basis for relsef

B loproumd

Lirepon msue HTAZINE Ieascs o T

ronagzindy 3000 e res o state=-onwmed
lameds wase of e Cascades. These

lands are rypically called “eruse”™ lands

becuuse federal and seate laws require them to
frust” (o penetate income for the srate's p|||:1|-._ schoals. While
IMpOrtane og ther ey r.|ur|".||'|.|r':.- pesrheric, culeural and narural
values, Chregon trust lands afven exhibic vivid ecxamples of severe
resource ahuse, The I\.II1E:| ‘.;I-rrll.ll 'hil:|||,|!,' ot 11,|!|_'-|||_1||_|_|_:\~;| rarhe-
lands, conducred in 1970 by Oregon State University, found that
759 of such lands were in farr to poor condition

Inaddicion, bargain lease races crese an mdirece but o fueis
subsidy o the lvestock induscry ac the expense of Oregon’s

schaonls, taxpavers and others who mighe
I 14RO,

of srace crust lands were used |'.|r

use amid enjoy thess public lunds
1415%
livestock grazing, bur less chan 1% of all
state lund income came {roam Eriwmy fees
Berween 1987 and 1994, annoal lease
revenues from chese stare lands sank as low
a5 3 1 30,0000, while the expenses of admin-
i-l:rr:||_|; rl'll'l-l:' I.ll'.||= ||,|l\..\_' |,|I;F;_|| ifrrm

2253 0000 po 24665.000)

L 198 4 5LE policy, which eamchy

CTh
claim should guarantee them longer leases,
wonld have conginued these subsidies and
restufce damage by preventing thise state

[

Foam iy Dlyesiene 1o

E'lll' I:I!.ill'-.l!il'll I'||'|

W LY

only formal
study of stare-managed

rangelands found thar
75% of such lands were

in fair to poor condition.

Diesenr Rarmivirns « Fap, | 997

nidal’ ll-n';"_llll Uad iantv-otwed Lrva ie wdire 'r‘h-.w-""' N4

-'I":hll I o pdaer sl Feradr | CEEMM) o __|."..l.'l| iee Clieybew Brier

lands from being wsed for anyehing
other than grazing for che nexr 30
YCArS I 199y the land board
changed the policy and opened these
lamels ro ¢ aimpetigne ||n|;:|||1.|: 1 A
effire o increase revenues and al-
low non-grazing wses, OMNDA ar-
|I.'IIIF1I:\'.'|| i Dease 1O 00 g rl;'hllll:an_l
the Ohwyhee River (see pg. 1), bur o
| Qg EEV|RETIC TN, !j.ﬂ'.ll'l[l_'l_! o rhe
ranchers by the Harney County
Court, blocked mplementacion of
comperitive bidding.

OMNDA and ocher conservarion
proups have participated mehe swn
since the Bl of 1994, arguing thar
i decision in favar of the |esees
would be contrary o che stare's
legal obligations oo protece its range-
bamds from further environmencal
degradacion and o manage them
-il.:-|l.'|g. for the benefir of the common
schood fund

Legal Outlook

The ranchers are likely ro ap-
peal the larest ruling to the Oregon
Al rime,
LMD S atcorneys say the lessees

Supreme Court thies

have i " fakr shat ™ at persuading the

supreme Court to hear the case due toa porencial condlice in case
law regarding one of the stamures that was the subject of the
Coure of Appeals decision.  If the Supreme Court decides o
review the case, a final decision would probably be another year

Meanwhile, the 1994 injuncrion prevents DS from cermi-
nacing cxisting leases and wrning new ones thar becter protece
the land and warer qualicy, That injuncrion will remain in effect
until the !"llli"l"‘i.'ll'lt' Court decides the ssue, .||_'|_'|_|||_|i|:|_|_; oo Paul

H|1'.Ir!-'. Dhirecooe of the Division of Scare
Liancds, As o resule, che stare will continue
o rencw those leases annually wneil the
Supreme Coure rules on (or refuses o re
view] the case

MDA will continue monitoring the
case and review any grazing leases oo insure
they comply wich legal requirements and
progect scate land resources,

Hartil! Shepberal i w Povtland atroiien
b ks on fare femd frimer

Proposed Asser Mamzpement Plin,” Divisson of

15250, pp, V=27, 2B

Srire Lomsds  Sugus

Diecion Matoey, Desent AssDCiATIoN
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populations have

already gone extinct
in 72% of their

historic range.
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PROTECTIHQ REDBAHD

ONDA acts to save this unique desert fish

Ay Pepry Rodinsan

O Seprember 4, ONDA and three native fish
Conservation arganizatons pensioned che LS, Fish
and W ildlife Service (USFWS) (o progect six popu-
lerions of Grear Basin redband troue  under the
Endangered Species Acr. Oregon Trout, the Na-
rive Fish Sociery, and the Oregon Councl of Trour
Unlimited jomed ONIDIA as co-peritioners to save
chis wmigue descrn Gsh,

The petition applies to six surviving Great
Hasin redband crour  populatsons in the Catlow,
Fort Rock. Harney Lake,
and Chewaucan basins of cascern Oregon, exeend-

. Warner Lakes, Goose

ing perplerally mio norchem Califomia and norch-
ern Mevada{sce map). These desere redband trous
represent the landlocked branch of rainbow rrour
(hcordyrchyr mykio, which also includes anadro-
miows sreelbesd (see page B)

An Tht‘}' evilved, Cirear Basin redband erous
populitions have Ructuwited widely in response o
climatic cycles and other nuournl procesies. Dur
ing the Plesstocene era{ 10,000 10 13 million years

agol, huge Inkes covered much of soutch-

castern Oregon. At char oime, many of

roday's comparatrvely small basin lakes
alkaline
Dhiring a drying

were connected by extensive
lakes and marshes
|~r.'|'||r|.| Ehroen HoUEM ga D0 EILKED FELE Lo,
lake levels dropped, isolaring the virous
rediand population,

Declining numbers and range
The current seatus of non-anndreo-
meus redband crour populations is ex-
rremely precariouns, All redband popus
the Grear Basin
have suffered from habirat

latioms,
redbanad,

including

degrudanion and loss, The causes include grazing,
farming and irrigackon practices; dam-bailding
ancd chonnel alteragions for food control and flood-
plam development; and  roadbuilding
quently, the redband’s geographic ronge has been
shrinking, and its numbers have declined signifi
canely,
CATINCT bn T

Cinnisp

Redband populations have already gone
2% of their histonc range in the Grear
Basin and Columbia Plateau,
twars survive inoonly 109 of the hiscoric halvizar

Healchy popula-

Thiee sux clesert |1.1.1in;'-:||'||.|.|.|: wirs which OO 1A
and others seck to procect occur in the southemn
poriinn of the :-r\rL'LiL'i' range For ar lexst 10 0406
years, euch population has been isolated from each
IJ.I‘IEI.' J.I1|.[ I:III"I n.'[urL-|| r‘lllg'll.ll_'lflliilﬂ"i 4] l'hl_' .\_"'l-.||||,l\..l,'
and other rivers, Attemprs 1o introduce harchery
ﬂ.".ilhll:ld EFcaiE irl.!'.l- {'-rl:.:l I.'III.'AI:II ]J.L:!'."Iu Jlnll IIVETE
have largely failed; mose of dhe incroduced Fish
have died before breeding.

Redband need cool, healthy sirecams
Like other rrour species, redband abundance
has been serongly correlated with bealchy nparizn
cover, including large inscream woody debris, wn-
dercur banks and overhangig vegeration,
Healehy screamside vegetarion—especially eroes
and shrubs—shades ehe stream h:-||1|n||.; |-.;-e'|.'i'| rhie

-~
i

FO0 SiLomErL®El
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[ROUT

water cobil. Low water temperatures are regquired
noe gnly by erout and other salmonids buc also by
insccrsA chiar the fish prey upon), which need both
acpunt i and niparien haberats. o redband sereams
the peritioned  basins, warer remperatures are ex-
cessively high moehe summer, accon !m!g o rhe
Chregon Deparmment of Environmeneal Cualiey,

Causes ol decline

Locesrock graring is the prmuiry cuse of de
graded rpariin halitat inche prd Westand a major
contrburos o che decline of the Wt 's masive prout.
In the basing coversd in the pecicion, lvestock
trample and gruee the lush stream banks, chus
reducing Vegerarive Cover, causing crosion, and
ti:.'ﬁr.n|11|ii'1llg the banks. Underour banks, a favarte
refuge for fish from predasors and high summer
remperatures, collapse under che weight of cartle.
The resulting erosion and sedimentaton can bury
the: gravel spawning beds where crout lay their eggs,
suffocacing the egs, an well ax botrom-dwelling
mwertebrares chor trour feed on. Erosion also in-
creascs curbidity (cloudiness), bmpairing & troot’s
abulity tosee and capture s prey, Studics by Bowers
& Peckims §1995), Moskowsrz & Rabe ( 19943, and
Hovwell { 1957 1 in ehe basine of souchesss Ii:ilr{'!;-.:-n all
idenify livestock grazing as o factor affeceing the

iES: PAST AND PRESENT
HARMNEY -
MALHEUR
|
|

— HASIN BOUNDARY
" LATE PLEISTOCENE LAKE
it PRESENT DAY LAKE

reprodective success
of desere redband
populatuans,
lerigaotion
severely threarens
redband crour by
dewatenng  streams
and
populations
{Moskowitz & Rahr,
195%4). Dewatering lowers stream flows, which
decreases pool size, raises water temperatures, and
shrinks nipanian zones by reducing che warer avail-
able for maintenance of streamside vepetation,
The effects of dewarenng for imgation ane particu-
larly severe because they ocour in the summer
wien adeguate seream Aows are mose critcal o
For example, decressed summer
flows may teduce teout embeyo survival by remaov-
ing water from upstream spawning beds before
tlt'l'l']'_l.' |!1.:|I!1.|!I.-|:rl fish have the u|:-|1|.|r|:1.|r:|'|:;|.I i1 =

fragmenting

fesh survival

mrare I.‘Ill'“-'l'l'ﬁrl'!'ilﬁ'l i I‘IFI“FI‘F WHATET

Current protections inadeguate

The redband troue of the ineerwr basing cur-
rently huve no legsletive protecrion, only che
policies of the agencies ehar manage their public
Substanrial scientific evidence indi-
cares that undes chese palicies, redlsind habirat
Federn] and scpre lows
designed vo conserve fish or maintain stream water

LII.'Iil.Iif:r l'l.ﬂ'l.'l: Iikl."“.'l!L' F.LI]E\‘I T |1r|_"|.':-n'r |::1I1!_|-|_'|il'|!_'

lamd habirar

contimies to detersorane

habitur degradacion and fragmencation.

O the acher hand, if the USFW'S grants che
desere redband protecrion under the Endangered
Species Ace, and f land manzgement improve-
ments are made, scientibc evidence sugzests chat
rapud tmiprovements in redband habitac will ooour,
For example, when grazing was reduced or el
nated i five scudy areas in the norcherm Great
Basin, redband trour numbers increased by an
averagpe of 1849 (Bowers e al, 1979

These ancient populations of interior desert
pedband trout have scruggled againss grear odds
i survive deaseic climare change

protection and restorationof their remalnimg unique

They deserve

habitars, Formal listing ender the Endangered
Specwes Act can help draw chis unigquely adapoed
desere dweller back from ehe brink of exeinction,

Literarwrr citedd o5 Firred a1 the bottom of pape 8.
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What are the Great Basin Redband Trout?

By Pregy Rolivsen

Cireat Basin redband trour represent one branch of a diverse
species of wesrern trour called rembow trout (Omcborbymobsr mykis),
Anadromous members of this species (thase ghat g race from their
natal rivers and spend part of their life cycle in the Pacific Ocean) are
called sreelhead. Non-anadromous members of the species, which
sperd their bves in inlend rivess and likes, have been divided into rwo
further ErGLfas, Thuse thar lve west of the Cascade Crese ure called
capstal rambow croue, and rhose ehar live east of the Cascide Crese
are called redband erout

The redbands themselves are divided into rwo groups. [n one
group are the redband troue that lives in the criburaries of large river
such as the Snake, Colombia, and Deschutes Rivers, A smaller group
which lives in closed loke basins fwith no acoess mo other basing or i
larger river systems) is called the Grest Basin redband trour, and
completes its life cycle within the small watersheds of the Great
Basin. In che future, fish raxonomises may divide this genetically
diverse group into sepirate species,

The desert sereams and basin lakes chat are home to Grear Basin
reclband rroue are h:l11n:|.|1|.‘1.||f|.lr_g¢ Pleiscocene-era lakes in existence
EO, 00 o e yenrs apo. As the chimaee Hr.a:h:lu.lly became drier,
lake levels dropped and che fsh's habirar shrank uneil i consiseed of
chains of smaller lukes connecred by streamdmarsh complexses. In
response, the resident trout establshed & pattcn of ougation
bereeen spawnmng areas {streams) and higher food-producing arcas
(rmvrshes and remaining shallow lakes). When chese shallow lukes
intermittently doied up during droughe, the fish soughe refuge in the
remiining streams, returning to the lakes when they refilled

By aboase 8,000 years aga, the climare became 3o dry char most
of the connecting seream/marsh complexes dried up.  The lokes
became isolated from one another, and che fish inhabiting each of
these basing could no longer interbeeed with the others. This generic
isolacion resulted in the evilution of six distine populations of
redband crowr in the norchern Great Basin

According to the fish genericist, D, Ken Currens, Grear Basin
redband crout became isolated from other constal and redband frms
-.'-.Lrlg.' in the cvolunon of che Iillltl'k;l’l,l..' Lo 5J1|_|_'iq-_--.. berween 10,0410
and up to 120000 vears ago,

Twao life histories

Bcienitises hove sdentified rwo diseince life histores for Grear
Basin redband reour—sgresm restdents and lake residents. Steeam
residenits spend their enore Life Ly les in Hlowdng warers. When |;:|'||;}'
reach maturity, they return co the hesdwacers of cheie sereams o
SPawrL. o ehe fall they Mo buck downstream v arcas ipproprae feer
CVETWIENDET g

The ocher groop inhahics lakes amed reservodrs, migrating inmo
streams only o spawn. This lake-dwelling form is much larger and
produces mone offsprng chin che stream-living form

Coreur Basin sedland troue have evolved o mwlerae the dey

cofwditions in the min shadow of of the Cascade and Sierra Mevodda

Lawg segn, Gvar Baifu mafbond bramt ool moprase theawed itrpam!

L Felh camgidiener, ioed a tre oar v e Madbesr Natsawal Wikl

Fitwge, it s 1 commecd mamy wf Chrepaw' T barrdw Labwi, Mo the
FarIa Pttt e erolved swio 5.:r'|‘|'|:'u.:..|'||l|'|.'.|ﬂlr|'u.'.' e ]

mountin rmnges. They can survive relacively high warer
temperatures, large duily fluctuations in water eemperature,
droughe, and intermitrent sceeam Aow.  Newercheless, fish
biologises have determined thar even shorr perinds of water
tempseracures aboyve 26,67 Celsius (about 00 Fahreobeith can
be lethal to redband. Many of Oregon's deserr sereims,
seripgaed by grazng of mparinn vegeration thae woald other.
wise coal the warer, exceed this eem PETETLITE i1 the summer.
Great Basin medband croue currently occur moonly «
fracuion of their former numbers (Behnke, 19871, Recent
surveys have indscared a conrinuing decline in redband pop-
lagions (Kosgow, 1995, Bowers and Perkins, 1995, 1994: Lee
et al, 1997}, prompeing ONDAS peation for listing and
desagnatson of critscal habirar mo eosure therr survival
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EAsT vs. WEST:

By Margaret Hays Young

Excerpled from “Seeing What 1sn'l There,” an essay in Place of the Wild.

edited by David Clarke Burks. Island Press (Washinglon, D.C), 1994

en one questions whal has been done by previous
generations, the criticism s often most bitterly re-
senited by those who know best that it's true, There's

adifference in the way lolks in the Eastand West respond Lo the
charge thal we have destroyed this fand. In the Northeast and
South, where the land has been trashed Tor many generathons,
folks are less likely to be defensive about it and more likely simply
to admit that it’s true, The damage is obvious, but most of I
wals done a long time ago,
by people we never knew

In the West, the atti-
tude is often somewhat dif-

ferent. There the dimage ' L1 - -

has been done recently. m" W Psrh%on tﬂ- lll\l’ﬁ 4
Ty I s e h-
| nguhuu VALLEY| B oo 2y

say, within the last hun.
dred and fifty vears, and

the individuals responsible l#“'u.--‘f'.-ﬁ Y
still have names in lving  [S55 2
mermony. (il West, when . ".q.,
one says Lhat the land has
been ruined, one may be
l-i.t'|k1I1B.'J|:l-lH..ll1:|E|.'ln|'.l|t.!'1-rE'|;|-
Lves and friends. That's
persomal.  And when it's
personal, people get threat-
ened. angry, and delensive. One common reaction is to deny
that there is a problem, however obvious it may be, That's
happening now: many folks will stubbaornly stand on over-
grazed, eroded, i:r:nrnpuu.tr.d clearcul, or poisoned kind and
simply insist there's nothing wrong with it....

ﬁu

i X

Hrawdan. fdafm

cows and sheep are destroying the land, he often bridles and

denies it Perhaps because he knows how it happened and
doesn’t want to be held responsible.  Perhaps his parents or
5r;|r1-r|p,1n.-r||~. have been Biven puhll-;_' tax dollars to do it for o
long time, Perhaps, as a western rancher, he lakes a certain
pride in being parl of the heroic Western Lifestyle. When a
public lands logger in the Northwest insists that ‘Torests grow

Il_mu suggest to a public lands rancher, for example, thal

'.i Endangf red Sﬂ&l! ?

WHo KiLLep WILDERNESS?

back,” thoughhe may see the clearcuts expanding all around him
and knows that big trees are getting hard to find, he's caught in
a quancary: he can see that the land is rulned, but he's still gol
the chainsaw in his hand

na h'.-r::,-rr or rancher or miner insists on his I'I,b_h'l L
his I!mrJrlI-.JI'I-Jl lifestyle, he's really insisting on three
things: that western setllers had to ocoupy the land

for the Good of the Country; that they therefore had a a right to
public subsidies to kﬂ:p dnlnb it: and that they are part of an
American Tradition which the rest of the country admires. If he
is mistaken, then his tradition may have no ﬂ.'IE':-II'IIHE and his
livelihood may be in serious jeopardy. Weslern settlers weren't
Juesl urdinur}' Comonisls
they thought they'd
been given a Mission,
they thaught they had a
Deeal, and I!|'n::.r I!huush:
thedr traditions were he-
roic,  Bul suddenly

Feed and Water

the

4 iyt hs,
While easlerners
and Calilorpins hewve
rencgotiated thelr ex
pectations, many west-
ern folks have not. Be-
cause the land has been
ruined, a lot of myths
about the West are being questioned all at once, Thereis maore
L weslern resentment of eastem 'mr_'LILIIInE_' in wilderness
tssues Lhan resistance 1o new ideas.  To a public lands user,
these new ideas may cost him not only access to the land, and
some long-accustomed subsidics, bul a lol of old myths and a
great deal of sell-respect.  In such circumstances, it is not
surprising that many westerners feel cheated and betrayed. The
carly weslern settlers carried @ nineteenth- century mandate
which, in retrospect. looks a lot like a mistake. 10 vwas FH_I'I'I.JFH,
b5t sl by aColorado feedlot owner guoled by Anne Matthows
in her wonderful book, Where the Bulfalo Roam: "Asking us to
admil that we were nrunsall alnng In trying Lo settle a I::||: ol this
country, is ke asking us o have surgery without anesthetic.”

ELAME REEE
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ONDA's 1996 Annual Report

OINDA |‘:r.1.n'r'|.l| for the Lrhcious supposrt reg eived in
199 from che |1:IIII:H'|-'|I'IF foundations, Their assistance —
coupled with the on-going, dedicared support of our 1K
makes OMNDA's work possible

Bullrir Foundarion

members

Columbia River Bioreinon Crampaign
Center for Respect of Life and Environment
Fund lfor Wild Maturs

Kirby Foundasion
H':'ln.l-".".!lil-llrII-[.!ll'll.tlll_'llI Fuundatesn
Lizar Foundacion

Mikenzie River Gathering

Manonal Kivers Coalinion/REIL

Ourdoor Indusery Conservation Allance
Paragonia, Tnd

Peradam Foundarion

Rockwood Fund

Conservation Highlights in 1996

Dhrtuy 1990, Chrepan Nutwrad Desert Assocdation:

*  Led rhe effors to pass Measure 38: The Oyregon Clean Seream
[rdeiateve. While the irmriarive did oot wan at the balloe |'|m-:I
wt succeeded in ruising awareness and spurring dinlogue
throughout Oregon and beyond about the enormous im-
pacts thar carcle have on water quality und wild fish habira:
The Clean Sercam Campaign also provided the impetos for
Governor Kitzhaber's Healthy Sereams Parmership,

* Won a lindmork lowsuit under the federal Clean Water
Act seating char the L5, Foresr Service can no longer ssue
prazing perinies unbess the rancher firse obraing cereification
from the state thar che grazing will nor violace scate warer
x|l|.|]l| v srandards, This des ESI0M Py ides conservabivansts
with ascrong, effective tool to procect wister gualiny and fish
habitar on ledenl lands nptonwide

In concert with other conservation groups, stymied plans

by encrgy exploracion company Anadarko o deill for

geatherm .||4'I|4-ri._"!.' ion ehe shasres of Borax Like ! hismie af the

I.'Il-l|=.l-l'ljll.'rl.‘d Buoeax Lake chub

* Helped stop a severely flawed federal Livestock Grazing
Act indes cracks; grassroots pressure from ONDA members
and others concerned citizens throughous the U8, kepe this
pro-rancling ball froen reaching President Clineon's desk.

* Along with ocher comservation groups, successfully pres-
sured rhe ULS. Fish and Wildlife Service from moving
ftorward wich r“|.J ns i shoo COYVOECH Suspey teecl iof Preying on
propghorn fawns ot Hart Mountain National Anrelope
Refuge, | Yppositeon feom CINDA and others resulced inon
decision to further study the predutor/prey dynamic ar Hart
Mountuwin

* Huosted Desert Conference XV ar Malbeur Field Seation
in Harney ( OLMEY; 0vVer 200 desere raes and A0 tulenced
'ij'lL'JlI\.E.'I"‘i cume out to the Bliczen 'l.',|H|_-!,- o Liseen, ralk,
laugeh, share and celebrare the Grear Basin

1996 Income by Calegqory

Other Membe rships
G495 1 1%

Conlribulions

2305
Cirants
§2%
Conferences
| 8%

1996 Expenses by Category

Adtministration
2 1%

Desert
Conference
1056
Lrutreach &
Educalion

Clean Water 52%
Initiative
1 7%
SUPPORT AMD REVENLUE
Memberships e 5L BODS
Caontriburions S1%A17
Conderences $£1%,77H
L] T P e BT 1O
e e v 33 440
TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE ......... 847,551
Assers relessed from resoricrions oo HERLSU0

Diesest Ramnirns + Fa 1997

TOTAL it rmsieirirsmereree 1G0T
EXPENSES
Outreach and Educazion ... £7%5 H23
Clean Water [nmtitiave 8§75 (Mul
Dresent Conferemoe %15, 045
Adminmserare L . £5).263
TOTAL EXPEMNSES (e B 14T 181
FLIND BALAMCE ... i i a2 052
103 Oiiroos Mamuoma Deseer Associarion



