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ONDA wins
Donner und
Blitzen lawsuit

Livestock ordered off
Wild & Scenic river corridor

ByGillyLyons

Inyetanother landmark legal deci-
sion for ONDA, a federal district court
ruled in January that the Bureau of Land
Management’s (BLM)managementplan
forthe Wild & Scenic Donnerund Blitzen
Riverviolated the federal Wild and Sce-
nic Rivers Act. ONDA and eleven co-
plaintiffs filed suit against the BLM in
December 1995 when it became appar-
ent that the BLM’s Blitzen River plan
failed to protect this federally designated
Wild and Scenic waterway from the ad-
verse impacts of livestock grazing and
road construction.

The decision, issued by Judge Ancer
Haggerty, sets a national precedent by
asserting that public land management
agencies must prove thatactivities con-
ducted within a wild and scenic river
corridor—inparticular, livestock grazing
—donot degrade the “outstandingly re-
markable values” for which the river was
originally designated. Further, such ac-
tivities must comply with the Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act’s mandate to “protect
and enhance” those remarkable values.
Theburden of proofnow fallsonthe BLM
to demonstrate that streamside grazing
androad building along the Blitzen will
not degrade the river. Until then, the
judge has prohibited all grazing within
the Blitzen’s wild and scenic corridor.
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Legislature funds Healthy
Streams Partnership

Livestock industry tfails to contribute to costs

In March, the Oregon Legislature authorized and funded the Healthy Streams
Partnership (HSP), Gov. John Kitzhaber’s response to Measure 38 (The Oregon Clean
Stream Initiative). Republican state legislative leaders eventually supported the $30
million plan, and approved funds for the 1997-98 biennium. Long term funding
depends on future legislatures.

Intheend, evenpro-
livestock legislators
backed the HSP in hopes
ofpreventinganimpend-
ing federal Endangered
Species Act listing of
coho salmon (forwhichadecisionis expected April 25),and also asaresponse toa court-
imposed timeline for cleaning up Oregon’s rivers and streams. The funds would
provide staffto prepare water quality plans as well as grants to landowners to clean up
the state’s 12,000 miles of polluted waterways.

ONDA supports the HSP as a first step since it will provide at least marginal

ROMTHE OUTBACK
byBillMarlett

CONTINUED ONPAGE4 »
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byKathiMyron

Mirrors of nature

Juniper and sage—desert strong—are storehouses of wisdom, refreshing shade
and nutrients that shower the soil. ONDA’s Board of Directors echoes the needle/leaf
cycle ofthese desertelements. Some members have migrated to new positions, others
are leafing out. All continue to enrich those around them, providing balance,
continuity, and fresh perspectives.

Desertvisionary and long-time vice-president Alice Elshofthas “retired” from that
office and has taken a position on a newly-created task force to refine and clarify
ONDA’smission. Rudy Clements, Stu Sugarman, Craig Millerand myselfround out
that team. The vice-presidency is now in the capable hands of Dave Funk, whose
cartoon sketches promise refreshing humor atboard gatherings. Stu Sugarman and

Craig Miller now serve as secretary and treasurer, respectively.
We extend our deep appreciation to Alice, who has so
passionately and faithfully served the desert through her work
with ONDA. Wealso welcome with gratitude those taking
upnew roles as ONDA continues to grow and work toward

protection of Oregon’s desert lands!

Desert Conference XIX
April 24-27

The19th Annual High Desert Con-
ference will be held at Malheur Field
Station (south of Burns, OR). Thisyear’s
celebrationofthehighdesert features Brock
Evans, Walkin’ Jim Stoltz, field trips, work-
shops, and the 3rd Annual Desert Poetry
Festival. Formore information, see pg. 5
orcall Gilly at(541)330-2638.

Evening with Nature:
An educational series

April16-“When Birds Can’tFly
and Squirrels Can’t Climb: Wildlife
Rehabilitation,” featuresslidesandlive
birds with Jane Stevens of the Wildlife
Rehabilitation Education Network (Bend)
and Louise Shimmel ofthe Cascade Rap-
tor Center (Eugene). Central Oregon
Environmental Center, 16 NW Kansas
inBend. Refreshmentsat 6:30 pm, pro-
gram at 7 pm.

May 21 - “Out for Blood!” Get
geared up for summer with this informa-
tive, entertaining program on mosqui-
toes and other blood-feeding wildlife,

presented by John Anderson, Professor
Emeritus of entomology at Univ. of Ca-
lif., Berkeley. Central Oregon Environ-
mental Center, 16 NW Kansas in Bend.
Refreshments at 6:30 pm, program at 7
pm.

Restoration work parties

April11-13 ONRC’s 4th Annual
Willow Planting and Birding Field
Trip, Klamath Marsh National Wildlife
Refuge. Volunteer to help restore marsh
vegetation and enjoy the spring migra-
tion. Accommodations provided. For
info ortomakeareservation, call Wendell
Wood at (541) 885-4886.

May 31-June 1 - BLM Volunteer
Work Party at Bridge Creek (near
Mitchell, OR). Join BLM employees for
restoration projects (including fence re-
moval/construction, weed pulling, and
spring development) and tours. Dinner
and breakfast, entertainment (music, cow-
boy poetry), and camping facilities are
provided free. Call Rick Demmer at
(541) 416-6738 for more information
and toregister. Pleaseregister by May 1.
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ONDA wins Blitzen River suit

CONTINUEDFROMPAGE1

Background

Congress designated the Donnerund
Blitzen (which means "Thunder and
Lightning" in German) as a Wild and
Scenicriverin 1988. Evena cursory trip
tothe Blitzen Valley is enough to see why
this desert waterway warrants such pro-
tection. The Blitzen’s headwaters origi-
nate on Steens Mountain, one of the
largest fault blocks in North America.
Aftertraversing several dramatic glacier-
carved gorges, the the Blitzen winds to-
ward its terminus in the wildlife-rich
marshes and basin lakes of Malheur Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. Along the 75
milesdesignatedas “wild,” theriver nour-
ishes adiversity of plant life unlike any-
thing else found in ecologically similar
areas of the Great Basin, and provides
critical habitat for fish and wildlife, such
as native redband trout and bald eagles.

he burden of proof
now falls onthe BLM to
demonstrate that
streamside grazing and
roadbuildingalongthe
Blitzen willnotdegrade
theriver.

In 1993, the Burns District BLM
prepared acomprehensive river manage-
ment plan for the Blitzen that met with
widespread disapproval from the conser-
vation community. Among other things,
the BLM’splanwould have allowed live-
stock grazing to degrade habitat for rare
and sensitive endemic plants, damagethe
river’sriparian areas and impair its water
quality. ONDA and other conservation
groups filed a protest and a subsequent
administrative appeal of the plan, argu-
ing that the BLM had ignored the law’s
mandate to “protect and enhance” the

9 6C

river’s “outstandingly remarkable values.”

Butthese administrativeactions
weretonoavail. A lawsuitwas
the only option left to force the
BLM to correct the manage-
mentplan’s flaws.

Inthelawsuit, ONDA and
the other plaintiffs contended
thatthe BLM violated the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act, because
its plan (1) assumed that live-
stock grazing must continue in
theriver corridor and failed to
take actions that would protect
and enhance the Blitzen’s out-
standingly remarkable values
from grazing’s impacts; (2) al-
lowed motorized vehiclesinthe
river corridor; and (3) allowed
the BLM to divert water to
irrigate nearby hay fields. The
suitalso claimed that BLM vio-
lated the National Environmen-
tal Policy Act (NEPA) by
merely preparing an Environ-
mental Assessmentofthe plan,
rather than amore comprehen-
sive Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS).

Judge Haggerty sided with the plain-
tiffsonall counts. Specifically, Haggerty’s
orderprohibitsalllivestock grazing within
theriver’s wild and scenic corridor until
BLM completes an EIS with the requisite
NEPA documentation. This grazing halt
will provide the Donnerund Blitzen River
corridorwithalong-overduereprieve from
decades oflivestock damage.

This landmark case strengthens the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act—a law de-
signed to safeguard the nation’s few re-
maining intact rivers systems—by re-
quiring land management agencies to
proveactions withinwildand scenicriver
corridorswill indeed protect and enhance
designated waterways. Overthe coming
months, ONDA volunteers will closely
monitor the implementation of this deci-
sion. In addition, ONDA will pursue
other challenges along Wild and Scenic
rivers throughout Oregon and the West.

Specialthankstoourattorneys Pete Frost
(National Wildlife Federation), Adam Berger
(Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund), Curtis
Fischer, Aron Yarmo, and Todd True.

The Blitzen River Index
Location: Southeastern Oregon
Headwaters: Westslope, Steens Mt.

Terminus: Marshes and Malheur Lake
inMalheur Natl. Wildlife Refuge
Rivermiles designated: 75
Designation: “Wild”under the federal
Wildand Scenic Rivers Act
Percentage of river corridor on public
land: 94%
Primary threat to the Blitzen’s plant
communities: Livestock grazing
Primary threat to the Blitzen’s
wildlife: Livestock grazing
Primary threatto the Blitzen’s wild
trout: Livestock grazing
Primary source of water pollution in
the Blitzen: Livestock grazing
Animalunit months (AUMs) of
livestock grazing allowed by the
BLM’s 1993 plan within the Wild
and Scenicriver corridor: 29,000
Number of AUMs allowed under the
1997 permanent injunction result-
ing from this lawsuit: 0
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Healthy Streams Partnership approved

CONTINUED FROMPAGE1

benefits to water quality and salmon. Its
greatest weaknessisitsreliance on volun-
tary action. The HSP naively assumes
that enough polluters will volunteer time
and money for clean-up efforts to help
reach the state’s goals. But withoutac-
countability of all polluters, the HSP
amounts to ecological tokenism. Fur-

anwerealistically

countonranchers facing
red ink to voluntarily
investtime and money
for streamrestoration?

thermore, perhaps halfof Oregon’s live-
stock operators are either just breaking
even or losing money. Can we realisti-
cally countonranchers facingredink to
voluntarily invest time and money for
streamrestoration? Volunteerismis great,
butvoluntary effortsalone are unlikely to
get the job done.

Inspite of these flaws, the HSP does
represent an improvement over the sta-
tus quo. The funds go to either state
agencies for clean-up planning and water
quality monitoring or to landowners in
the form of grants and cost-sharing for
pollution control projects, such as fenc-
ing livestock out of streams. In spite of
the “Don’t Fence Oregon” slogan that
opponentsused against Measure 38, most
ranchers aren’t opposed to fencing as
long as they aren’t forced to do it and
don’thave to pay forit.

Who pays?

Republican leaders rejected the
Governor’s bottle tax asa way to fund the
HSP, but are still scrambling to secure

money to pay for it.
The timber industry
offeredtoponyup $15
million through a
short-term timber sev-
erance surcharge (but
conditioned it on the
feds not listing coho
salmon!). Sport and
commercial fishingin-
dustrieshavealsomade
a $1 million commit-
ment. Butthe biggest
polluter of all—agri-
culture, and particu-
larly the livestock in-
dustry—has kept its
handsinits pockets. It
appears the average
taxpayer will have to
cover the remaining
costs.

It remains a mys-
tery why politicians
feel so compelled to
subsidize Oregon’s
biggestpolluters. Gov.
Kitzhaber says we are
all part of the prob-
lem, but taxpayers
have been pumping

ONDA's success prompts

industry disinformation?
ByBillMarlett

ONDA'’s cool, clear waters campaign has had
anothermajorsuccess: alegal victory that will protect
the Wild and Scenic Donner und Blitzen River from
destructive grazing (see article, page 1). This good
news comes on the heels of our landmark victory inthe
CampCreek Clean Water Actcase, (see Desert Ramblings,
Winter 1997), a decision now under attack in the
Oregon Legislature (see Action Alert, pg. 12).

These two national precedents, along with Mea-
sure 38, have elevated Oregonians' awareness of the
problem of livestock-caused water pollution. Our
success may have prompted the National Cattlemen’s
Association to launch anational campaign glorifying
how cows are now being used to “protect” creeks.
That’sright, youcan open The New York Times or the
Washington Postand see an ad showing cows watching
aflyfisherman alongastream. The caption: “TooBad
Cows Can’tFish...Because They Live by Some Great
Streams.” The livestock industry’s misleading ads
demonstrate that they feel the heat, but still deny the
well-established fact that grazing along streams harms
fish habitat.

AllIcansayis, “It’sagoodthing cows can’tfish.”

billions of dollars into municipal waste-
water treatment plants for decades. Yet,
only inrecent years have livestock feed-

slongas

citizens or nature pays

the costofpollution
instead of the polluter,
there'slittle incentive
foraranch, paper mill,
or any other industry to
cleanup its operation.

lots been regulated. Until our recent
court victories, citizens had no way of
holding BLM, Forest Service and ranch-
ersaccountable for public lands grazing
practices that pollute the water. Citizens
still have no way to regulate pollution to
our pulic waters that originate on private
lands.

Aslongas citizens (through taxes or
worse health) and nature (through losses
inecological health and biodiversity) pay
forpollutioninstead of the polluter, there’s
little incentive for aranch, papermill, or
any other industry to clean up its opera-
tion. Therefore, it should be more expen-
sive to pollute a stream than not. The
sooner our lawmakers figure this out, the
sooner we will have clean water and re-
stored salmonruns in Oregon.
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Weed invasions and livestock grazing

ByJonathan Gelbard

Each day, exotic “weeds” invade over
4,600 acres of rangelands in the Intermoun-
tain West, accordingtothe U.S. Dept. of the
Interior. Why should you care? Because as
aresult, biodiversity and forage production
are declining.

Grazing by domestic livestock is the
predominant cause of this invasion of weeds
on arid western rangelands, according to a
review of the scientific literature. Still, gov-
ernmentagencies and many range scientists
have largely ignored the role of livestock in
this major problem.

The quintessential characteristic that
causes arid western grasslands to be vulner-
abletoweedsisthattheregion’s plant com-
munities have evolved since the Pleistocene
Era without large, hooved, congregating
mammals (Mack 1989). Asaresult, its grass-
lands are dominated by native grasses not
adapted to the presence of such large herbi-
vores. Since European settlement, exotic
invadershavedisplaced native grasses onmillions ofacres, demon-
strating the land’s fragility. Even short-term or seasonal grazing
isenough toresultin weed invasion, according to studies.

Seed dispersal

Soil disturbance by livestock can both cause and aggravate
weed invasions. Most of the scientific evidence comes from
studies demonstrating that livestock spread seeds in their furand
feces. Weed seeds also may be retained in the digestive tracts of
cattle and sheep for six to ten days. Researchers have found that
anindividual sheep canredistribute dozens ofhealthy seeds per
day throughtheir feces. Scientists have also found ewes can carry
viable weed seeds in their fleece.

Cattle have provenno less a vector for exotic plantdispersal.
One 1942 investigation found thata cow redistributed 36 weed
species totaling over 900,000 viable seeds in a single season
(Dore and Raymond 1942)!

Culinary preferences

Livestock also selectively eat the more palatable native
grasses and forbs, leaving the less palatable weeds alone. By
trampling and eating native species, livestock often render the
plantsunable to compete with the remaining weeds. The grasses
are often left with too little leafy material for proper growth
through photosynthesis. Studies examining how selective graz-
ingaggravates invasions indicate that healthy, ungrazed stands
ofnative grass serve as important deterrents to exotic weeds such
as yellow starthistle (Roche et al. 1994), cheatgrass, and
medusahead (Dahland Tisdale 1975).

Surprisingly little research has explored the idea that tram-
pling by livestock produces areas of bare ground that are more
readily colonized by weeds. One study on this topic found that
while cheatgrass and tumble mustard easily occupied a patch of

trampled bare ground, these weeds did not
colonize nearby ungrazed areas (Rickard
1985). Areas protected from grazing typi-
cally have less than half'the bare ground as
adjacentunprotected pasture.

Cryptobiotic crusts

Also gaining increasing scientific cred-
ibility is the role played by cryptobiotic soil
crusts in helping to prevent weed invasions.
These hard-to-see crusts consist of lichens,
algae,and mosses that grow on the surface of
desertsoils. The crusts preventsoil erosion,
provide critical nutrients for native plants,
and actasabarrierto invader weed species,
including cheatgrass and tumbleweed. How-
ever, the crusts are easily destroyed by live-
stock (or human) trampling.

Livestock trampling also harms benefi-
cial soil fungithathelp native grasses takeup
essential soil nutrients. The fungi, called
“mycorrhizae,” formmutually beneficial rela-
tionshipswithrootsofnearlyallnative grasses.
Livestocktrampling destroyssoilmycorrhizae,
thus hurting native species.

Preliminary research indicates that the presence of mycor-
rhizae may also be akey factor in preventing or slowing invasions
by inhibiting the growth of weeds. In a study led by ecologist
Michael Allen, two native grasses were able to outcompete
tumbleweed only when mycorrhizae were present (Allen 1991).
Although Allen warns that similar studies have produced con-
tradictory results, his findings underscore the likelihood that
with time, livestock impacts on below-ground ecosystem pro-
cesses will prove to be even more far-reaching.

Exotic plant invasions in the arid West will continue to
confound land managers as long as they ignore how livestock
grazing contributes to the problem. Ecological costs include loss
of native species and wildlife habitat, and reduced grassland
productivity. Economically, both public and private budgets will
betaxed by the status quo solution, which leads to an expensive
cycle of weed invasions, followed by herbicide application, fol-
lowed by livestock grazing, followed by furtherinvasions.
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Jonathan GelbardisaPortland-basedfreelancefieldandresearchecologist.
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ADOPT-A-WILDERNESS

CONNEcCT TO THE WILD!

Sponsor a Proposed Wilderness Area

Are you drawn to spend more time in the
desert, but can’t seem to justify the trip? If you
need another good reason to get out under the
opendesertskies, become awilderness sponsor.

Amongthe dozens ofroadless areas included
in the Oregon High Desert Protection Act (see
sidebar) are many choice areas thatneed individual
or family sponsors to explore and document their
wilderness qualities and to monitor these proposed
wilderness areas. When Congress takes up the
issue of designating wilderness areas on Oregon’s

s

L
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Alvord Desert

If you like stark white landscapes and star-
filled nights, the Alvord Desertis for you. There
areover400 square miles of greasewood, saltbush,
sand dunes, and alkali flats to wander in, and the
spectacular Mickey Hot Springs to marvel at.
Lizards abound—whiptails, horned lizards, col-
lared lizards, just to name a few. Botanically
speaking, the Alvord Desert “Area of Critical
Environmental Concern” (ACEC) contains a fasci-
nating variety of plant communities. The eastern
portion ofthe Alvord is perhaps the last refuge of
the kit fox in Oregon. Spring flooding ofthe playa
attracts shorebirds, including the snowy plover
and the photogenic American avocet. Threats
include geothermal development and powerline
routing. Accessis year-round by pavedroad (east
portion), all-weatherroad (westboundary), and by
jeeptrailsin variable condition.

I:. -: . N E] ] . 1 1 1 E ll
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BLM lands, you can influence the outcome by
providing up-to-date, on-the-ground information
on your adopted area, simultaneously lending
weight to arguments for passing the Oregon High
Desert Protection Act.

Below, we highlight several magnificent
roadless areas on and around Steens Mountain that
need sponsors. Contact Gilly atthe ONDA office
(541-330-2638) to inquire, sign up and get tips on
how to monitor your area.

North Steens

The North Steens areaencompasses the Bridge
Creek, Kiger Creek, Whiskey Creek, Cucamonga
Creek,and McCoy Creek watersheds. The 14,500-
acre Bridge Creek Wilderness Study Area (WSA)
isthe largest body of public land within this area.
Bridge Creek and its main tributary, Mud Creek,
are home to redband trout, a native fish whose
populations have been dwindling since the intro-
duction of livestock into the Great Basin. The
canyon walls enclosing these two streams provide
excellent nesting habitat for golden eagle and
other birds of prey. Monitoring livestock use on
the North Steens is crucial due to theirimpacts on
redband troutand sage grouse, both candidates for
listing under the Endangered Species Act. This
areaisaccessible mid-June through mid-October.

Theflat, whiteAlvardDesertplaya, famedby sadiments fravenancientbesinlake,
antrestsdramatical lywiththestesp, ruggedesst faceof SteansMomntain.
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ADOPT-A-WILDERNESS

High Steens

One ofthe most spectacular wild areas inall of
Oregonisthetop of Steens Mountain. At9,000 feet,
the unique subalpine wildflowers and breathtaking
vistas are unparalleled in the state. Explore overa
dozen cascading creeks on the east face, including
Indian Creek, Pike Creek, Big and Little Alvord
Creeks, Cottonwood Creek, and Willow Creek.
Wildhorse Lakenestlesinaglacial cirque surrounded
byameadow full of wildflowersandbutterflies in the
late summer. The High Steens provides prime
habitat for majestic bighorn sheep and diminutive
pika(arelative ofthe cottontail thatlives inrockslides
abovetimberline). Lowerelevations ofthisarea are
accessible March through November from the all-
weather road at the base of the Steens east-facing
scarp. The Steens Loop Road to the high elevations
usually isnotpassable untilmid-July.

4‘ : P Jé‘g- .
Big Indian and Little

Blitzen Gorges

Coursing westward through an extraordinary
landscape, Big Indian Creek and the Little Blitzen
River offer hiking, camping, fishing, and photo-
graphic opportunities galore. The heads ofthese
two gorges are separated by a thin ridge, along
which passes the southerly segment of the Steens
LoopRoad. Songbirds nestinriparian vegetation
alongboth streams. Aspen groves offer cool shade
inthe summer and blazes of color in the fall. Big
Indianand Little Blitzen are now free of cows (see
pg. 1),sosponsors will be able to document habitat
recovery underano-grazingregime. Accessible
June through October by gravel road.

MAITREYA

THE OREGON HiGH DESERT PROTECTION ACT

The Oregon High Desert Protection Act (OHDPA) was
craftedby ONDA and a coalition of conservation groups as an
alternative to the BLM's woefully inadequate wilderness pro-
posals. In 1976, Congress mandated a review of BLM’s
roadless areas, and in 1991 the agency proposed thatonly 1.3
million acres be added to the wilderness system.

In contrast, OHDPA would protect over 6 million acres
of public lands that together form a connected web of habitats
designed to recover and sustain declining fish and wildlife

species. OHDPA still leaves 18 million acres of public land in
eastern Oregon for livestock grazing and otherresource uses.
Inaddition, OHDPA protects desert streams that qualify for
wild and scenic river status, includes a million-acre Steens
Mountain National Park and Preserve, creates three new
national monuments, and adds refuge lands in Warner Valley
and at Lake Abert. OHDPA is visionary because it would
phase out livestock grazing on its 6 million acres to restore
water quality and ecological integrity to these heritage lands.
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Come to

Desert Conference
April 24-27
Malheur Field Station

ByGillyLyons

The 19th Annual High Desert Conference is fast approaching!
Wehope you’ll joinus atthe Malheur Field Station located within
the 183,000-acre Malheur Wildlife Refuge. The conference will run
Thursday through Sunday, April 24-27, and promises to be an
action-packed, migratory waterfowl-filled, festive celebration ofthe
High Desert. This year’s conference is co-sponsored by ONDA, the
Committee for I[daho’s High Desert, and Friends of Nevada Wilder-
ness.

Field Trips

Friday’sfield tripsinclude Tim Lillebo’s time-honored tradition
of bushwhacking up Home Creek Canyon; birding with avian-
identifyer extraordinaire Craig Miller; and a tour of Malheur
Refuge wetlands withrefuge biologist Gary Ivey. Orlendahand at
one of two volunteer work parties (one on the refuge and another on
BLM lands), which offera great chance to work hard, feel good, and
see beautiful places. Two special overnight trips begin Thursday
evening, one at Lake Abertand oneto Van Horn Basin inthe Pueblo
Mountains. There’s something foreveryone!

Personalities

Presenters on Saturday and Sunday will feature Brock Evans
of the National Audubon Society; singer/songwriter/ambulator
Walkin’ Jim Stoltz; David Dobkin ofthe High Desert Ecological
Institute; grazing activist George Wuerthner; Ed Marston, pub-
lisher of High Country News; Mary Scurlock of the Pacific Rivers
Council; Jon Marvel of Idaho Watersheds Project; Bethanie
Walder of Wildlands Center for Preventing Roads (formerly Road-
RIP); John Horning of Forest Guardians; and others.

] Jing, stemingMid s isthedsstinationi {51 Fisld
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Topics

Panelsand plenary sessions will include “Cows, Water,
andthe Law,” ananalysis of recent court victories (includ-
ing ONDA’s landmard 401 suit); WolfReintroduction; a
constructive dialogue on“Cowsvs. Condos” between George
Whuerthnerand Ed Marston; and “Holistic Resource Man-
agementand its Impacts on Wildlife (Comingto an Allot-
ment near You).” Three desert activists from Oregon,
Idaho, and Nevada who are members of BLM Resource
Advisory Councils (created under Secretary of the Interior
Bruce Babbitt’s Rangeland Reform) will also share their
experiences and impressions of these councils.

Poetry

Don’t miss the ever-popular Desert Poetry Festival,
now inits third year! Bring your odes, sonnets, free verse,
haiku, and other High Desert inspirations of the muse.

Place

The Malheur Field Station is located in the heart of the
Blitzen River Valley with excellent access to desert wet-
lands and wildlands. Views of Steens Mountain, unparal-
leled birding, and the scent of sagebrush all combine to
make this a unique and beautiful place to spend a desert
weekend. Ifyouhavenotyetreceived a conference bro-
chure and registration form, or want more information, call
Gillyat(541)330-2638. Welook forward to seeing you at
the Malheur Field Station.
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From the prologue to Who Owns the West (Mercury House),

by William Kittredge, who was born and raised in eastern Oregon.
Kittredge now lives in Missoula, Montana.

longago intheAmericanWest itwas easy tothinkwe
were living inhamonywithan inexhaustibleparadise.
That became, formany, ahabitofmind, hardtoshake.

But aspectsof aurparadisehavelbeenworked todeath. The
old—growthtinterhashbeenmostly logged; thegreat salnmonnns
havevanished; cattleandsheep trarpstreamsides todust and
dust again; hardmetals percolatingup franmine shafts alban—
doneddecades agopoisonourmountainwaters.

Awaveof nevoarers ismovingin. Popularmythology, trying
toname our circumstances, has it that weareoverrunwith
tourists, canputer canpanies, and good Thai restaurants—
which isof coursenct trueunless youhappentobe inoneof the
farousresarts, likeAspenaorJacksonHole, arhappeningtowns
likeBoisearBozaren, arachicwaysidestoplikeFmis, Motana,
whereyoucanalsogetaterrificmeal (butnotThai). Thesenew
settlersarenct justwel 1-to-docitizensmekingagetaway franthe
overpopulated insanitiesof arrcitieshutalsorefugeesoutof
MexicoandSoutheast Asialbringingtheenonmmousenergiesof the
dispossessed. TheWest isbeingresettled, again, bypecple
seekingsanctuaryandogoortimity. SareNativeArericanssmile
andshaketheirheads. “Now,” theysay, “It’shappeningtoyou. ”

gaininoarailture intheWest is ramixingandreinventing
itself. Tt'saprocessmany locals, descendentsof pegple
whocamewest onlya fewgenerationsback, havecareto
hate; sare thinktheyown theWestbecause theirpegplesuffered
farit, andinthatwayearmedit. Theyfeel thatit’sheingtakenanway
framthem, andthey’ reoftenright; they think theyarebeing
crowdedout, andtheyare. They feel that nobody ingreater
Arericamichcares about theirwel 1-beingar dreams, andthey
areright.

Westerners, likemost people, tend toknowthemselves
through theirwork. Manymines and lurbermillsareclosing;
Gyirg.

Theworld ismovingon itsheedlessway, andmanyWestern
pecplefeel theyarebeingtrickedautof theirnatiral heritage.
They feel humi liatedby thei reconanicpowerlessness; sarehave
careto fear andhate strangers. Manywould liketoclosethe
gate, lockdomntheWest, andcall ittheirown, forever.

ELAINE REES

have grown deeply paranoid, andband together,

aspectnunof sral 1pol itical entities; thewsskestpity

ves; sare liketothinktheyarewarriors, defending

theirsociety; othersareinsane intheiranger. Saresadcrea—

turenot necessarilyaWestermer—was perhaps drivenby feel-

ingssuchas thesetodetanatethelbabthat killedthosechildren
andadults inCklahamaCity. . . .

(4

Whoowns theWest? Allofus, of course. That’sthesinple
answer, which is sort of beside the point whenwe get down to
omsideringquestiansof faimess. Stay joyousunderthesunand
moon, intherainandout; that ' sanctherhal fvay answer.

Westerners, likeeveryone, mistwork tounderstandthat
anger locksnowherelut backward, andthat thisparticularvariety
isultimatelynostalgicandprettymichuseless. Asamywhere, in
theWest pegple-aut-of-wark redneck tinber—fal lersand stock—
brdersandladyveterinarians, laughingboys, dancingladies, all
of us-havenochoicelut toreimagine andemorace the future.
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Etienne Scott Creates
ONDA "Homepage"

Visit us at http:\\www.onda.org/~onda

ONDA haslifted offinto cyberspace!
Ournew “Website” on the Internet, was
created by Etienne Scott,one of ONDA’s
hardworking volunteers. Etienne began
developing the website last September for
the Oregon Clean Stream Initiative (Mea-
sure 38). In January, herevamped itinto
the “Homepage” of the Oregon Natural
Desert Association. Visit us at
http:\\www.onda.org/~onda.

Etienne has posted muchuseful and
essential information about high desert,
clean water and salmon issues. Alsoin-
cluded are facts about the Governor’s
“Healthy Streams Partnership,” (see pg.
1), info on how to contact your state
legislatorsin Salem, and an extensive bib-
liography of'scientific literature. “Links”
provide easy access to related websites,
such as the Department of Environmental
Quality’s website where you can view or
download the list of water quality limited
streams in Oregon (303d list).

The homepage allows ONDA mem-
bersto access much ofthe same informa-
tion that ONDA staff and volunteers
gather and use to promote ONDA’s mis-
sion. It’s also a way to keep abreast of
ongoing events or catch up on important
desertissues.

Etienne encourages you to browse
the website “... and let us know what
you’d like to see on the page.”

“We could still use more news sto-
riesabout high desertissues of any kind
from newspapers outside the Portland
area,” says Etienne. “Iencourage ONDA
members from all over the state to send
relevantarticles fromlocal papers,” (which
canoftenbe downloaded fromthe paper’s
ownwebsite). Scientificarticles on graz-
ing, threatened and endangered plants
and animals of the desert, and other
pertinent subjects are also welcome, as
are literary pieces that deal with the high
desertasaplace, source of inspiration or
insight.

Like most cyber-wizards, Etienne
doesnotliketotype. Soifyouwouldlike
tosend news, scientificarticles oressays
aboutthedesert for possible inclusion on
the ONDA Website, please e-mail sub-
missions to him at escott@onda.org or
send a Mac-formatted disk to Gilly at
ONDA’s Bend office: 16 NW Kansas,
Bend, OR97701.

Thanks, Etienne, for contributing
your considerable talent and skill to
ONDA’s endeavors on behalf of clean
water and healthy desert ecosystems.

Formembers wishing to communi-
cate with us via e-mail, note that our
(relatively new) e-mail address is
onda@empnet.org

Put BLM Lands on Oregon State Map

Onarecentroadtrip, ONDA volunteer Fred Sawyernoticed that the official map
of Oregon (a.k.a. the State Highway Map) does notinclude many of Oregon’s special
protected areas or scenic byways. Themap omits BLM Areas of Critical Environmental
Concern (ACECs), Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs), Outstanding Natural Areas,
federal Wild and Scenic Rivers, and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Viewing
Areas. Many ofthese omitted special areas are found in southeast Oregon, and deserve

inclusion in the official state map.

Please write a letter to your state senator and/or representative, urging them to
encourage the Oregon Department of Transportation to include these special areas on
the next map issued by the state. Send letters to:

Sen. or Rep.

State Capitol

Salem, OR 97310

Join the Clean

Stream Net

Joinyour friendson ONDA’s Clean
Stream Net and get the latest info on
water/livestock issues hot offthe elec-
tronic press. The Clean Stream Net will
provide you withimmediate delivery by
e-mail of updates on water quality is-
sues, announcements of upcoming hear-
ings and relevant meetings, action alerts,
and information about upcoming legis-
lation (such as Rep. Lundquist’s “special
rights forranchers” bill—see back page
Action Alert). It’s easy to signup—just
call the ONDA office (541-330-2638),
email us at onda@empnet.com, or re-
turn the coupon on page 11 to us.

Thank you!

ONDA gratefully acknowledges the
following foundations for their generosity
inrecent months. Their support has bol-
stered ONDA ’s efforts to protect the High
Desert!

Peradam Foundation
The Turner Foundation,

The Columbia River Bioregion
Campaign

Membership dues

increase

Due to rising costs, including sharp
increases in postage and printing costs,
the Board of Directors raised ONDA's
basic membership dues from $25 to $35.
We ask all our members for your under-
standing and continued support as we
seek to sustain our efforts to protect and
restore desert wildlands.

Hart Mt. Restoration

In 1996, habitat restoration accom-
plishments on Hart Mt. National Wild-
life Refuge included the removal of 10
miles ofinterior fences, prescribed burn-
ing of 2,000 acres, planting of 3,800
bitterbrush and 4,500 mountain ma-
hogany seedlings, and juniper control in
drainages on the west face of the moun-
tain. These accomplishments, along with
the cessation of livestock grazing, will
benefitsage grouse,mule deer, and other
wildlifespecies.
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Books T-Shirts/Sweatshirts
TheSagebrush Ocean: A Natural History ofthe Great Basin ONDA T-shirts (shortsleeve)
by Stephen Trimble ..........cccoeevviviiiiiiiiciieiee, $24 Specifysize (Lor XLonly). Colorissageonly. .............. $12
Waste of the West: Public Lands Ranching "Boycott Beef" T-shirt(shortsleeve) ...........ccceveennenne. $12
by LynnJacobs ..o, $28  Bargain Sale!
Sacred Cowsatthe Public Trough Clean Stream Initiative T-Shirts (w/salmon art)
by Denzel & Nancy Ferguson ............cccceevevieuennenee. $9  Specifysizeandsleevelength. Colorissalmononly
Holeinthe Sky Shortsleeve (LorXLonly) ..........cccceceeeveveveeeeeennne. $5
by William Kittredge ..........ccoooevevveveieiieieeenenne, $20 LongSIeeVe (XLONIY)) «.eeveereeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeerereeees $8
Etc.
Stunning 18"x 28" color poster of Big Indian Gorge ..... $10
Road Mapto OHDPA 1ands .........cccecevvvvieieniecnrenienenn, $5
"CowsKill Salmon" bumper sticker ...............cccevvevenenne. $1

ONDA Marketplace Order Form

ITEM DESCRIPTION COLOR (1st & 2nd choice) SIZE QUANTITY ITEM PRICE TOTAL
X =

X =

X =

GRAND TOTAL

YES!l 'Lt joiIN OREGON NATURAL DESERT AsSOCIATION!

Annual membership levels:
(%35 %50 %100 J$250 (1$500
The High Desert Defense Fund Monthly Contribution Program:
Automatic bank deductions are convenient, cut down on paper use and mail solicitations, and are hassle free.
Deductions from your account may be stopped or adjusted at any time by simply sending a written notice or by
phoning ONDA at (541) 330-2638.
High Desert Defense Fund monthly membership levels: (enclose a signed, voided check)

35 %10 825 J$50 (1 $100
[ Add my name to the Clean Stream Net (for communicating to state legislators during 1997 session-see pg. 7)
Name
Address

City, State, Zip
E-mail address (for electronic action alerts)
Mail this form with check to ONDA, 16 NW Kansas, Bend, OR 97701
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Stop the “Special Rights for
Ranchers” Bill!

Attherequest ofthe Oregon Farm Bureau, Oregon House
Speaker Lynn Lundquist (R-Ontario) has introduced legislation
to exemptranchers from the Clean Water Act(seepage 1). HR
2003 attempts to sidestep the recent court decision that live-
stock operators must obtain state certification that their live-
stock, when grazing on federal lands, will not degrade water
quality. This certificationisnecessary before any federal acency
(e.g. Bureau of Land Management, Forest Service) canissue a
grazing permit on federal land.

What you can do

Call, write, FAX, oremail your state legislators in Salem and
make it clear that this kind of special exemption for ranchers is
unacceptable. Here are some points you may want to make:

1) Thelegislature has recognized the impact of livestock on
water quality by funding the Healthy Streams Partnership;

2) HR 2003 is a direct contradiction to that agreement;

3) HR 2003 would maintain the status quo on thousands
of'miles of ourmostseverely polluted rivers and streams;

4) Thelegislature should stregthen instead of weaken clean
water protections.

Contact Info:

Tocall yourlegislatorin Salem, dial 1-800/332-2313, or
check to see if she or he has an email address by visiting the
state legislative home page at: http//www.leg.state.or.us.
Letters can be mailed to:

State Representative

State Capitol

Salem, OR 97310.

Send a copy of your letter, or call House Speaker
Lundquistto express your opinion about HR 2003:

Rep. Lynn Lundquist, House Speaker
State Capitol
Salem, OR 97310

503/986-1459  lynn.lundquist@state.or.us




