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This segment of
Guano Creek
currently under
BLM manage-
ment will be |
transferred to ..
the U.S. Fish [
and Wildlife
Service as part
of a land
exchange being gl
considered by [&
the two

“Dirty Water” bills blocked

Conservationists defend temperature standard, CWA ruling

As che 1997 Oregon Legislature moves to adjourn, pro-grazing legislators have
failed to reverse ewo important gains for clean sereams, One proposed law would have
turned back che clock on the new water temperacure standard; che other accempred co
nullify conservationists’ Clean Wacer Ace viceory on Camp Creck (Deserr Ramedlingd,
Winter 1997).

The temperature standard

House Speaker Lynn Lundquist {R-Powell Butee) introduced HB 3720, which
would have developed an alternative o the stare's important water temperature
standard, In most
sereams, the maximum
allowable cemperacure is
04 degrees F., averaged
over 7 days, More chan
any octher measure of
water quality, temperature is the nemesis of the livescock industry because i reflecs
the damage done by livestock, When standards (such as remperature, sedimentarion,

by Bill Marlert

fecal bacteria, et ) are not being met, both state law and che Clean Water Act require
mandatory clean-up plans. Right now, che state has a backlog of incomplete plans for

CONTINUED ON PAGE3 W
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Guano Creek
land swap to
benefit refuge

Deserl stream lo be reslored
h:y fefl Mearlerr

In 1991, grazing was suspended on
the 278,000-acre Hare Mouncan Ma-
tional Antelope Refuge (a decision pre-
cipicaced by a lawsuic ONDA and other
conservation groups filed in 19491)
pending che complecion of a new man-
agement plan.  In 1994, the Fish and
Wildlife Service (FWS) adopred the new
management plan char affiemed cheir
earlier decision to halt grazing on the
refluge, as it was deemed incomparible
with the wildlife purposes for which
the Refuge was escablished.

While che FWS removed livestock
from che main portion of che refuge,
grazing continued on an outying refuge
parcel known as che Shirk Ranch, where
the new no-grazing edice conflicted wich
a prior lease agreement with che Burcau
of Land Management chac permicted live-
stock. Afeer identifying che discrepancy,
the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund,
ONDA's atcorney on che carlier case,
notified the FWS on behalf of ONDA
requescing that che Shirk Ranch be man-
aged in accordance with the PWS's no-
grazing decision.

The Guano Creek connection

Flowing off the eastern flank of Hart
Mountain, Guano Creek "connects” the
Shirk Ranch to the main part of the refuge
{see map), After the creation of the main
refuge, FYWS acquired che ranch wich Mi-
eratory Bird Stamp funds o provide a
breading and nesting area for waterfowl,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 »
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by Craig Miller

Faces of change

Change ir an essential and unavoidable ele

mient in nacure and human socicey. [ecan

be slow or sudden, painful or refreshing, but change often ushers in new opportuniries.

ONDA's board also experiences flux. Kachi Myron resigned as President at our
April board meeting, Thankfully, Katchi will continue on che board and will serve on
a rask force to reline ONDA's mission. We appreciace the caring, the arcistry and the

voice of conscience she brings to che board.

Another manifeseation of change in the conservation community is the news char
Rese the Wese will dissolve. This regional conservation organizacion has been decrying
the damage caused by relentless abusive grazing pracrices throughout the West.

ONDA does not take this news lighely., Wew

il do our best to carry on the shared vision

of wild places uncrammeled by induserial hooves, and of clear flowing salmon streams
unfouled by livestock excrement. Our board has passed a resolution extending ONDA

rnembership to all active members of Rese che West, We welcome vou
P

to our fold,

How shall we respond to these changes? By combining ;

vision with action, nor only can we accommaodare but also

initiate change. Such is ONDA's patch.

Barbed Wire Round-Up
July 24 - 27

ONDAs annual Barbed Wire
Round-Upar Hart Mountain Refuge near
Lakeview, OR. Come cavort with other
desere raes as we help refuge staff remove
Hard {but fun) work,
hikes, and hot springs! Watch for more
decails in late June, For info, call Gilly at
ONDA: (5410 330-2038,
Steens Wildflower Weekend
August 1 - 3

Sreens Mountain Wildlower Week-
end, led by ONDA member and natural-
ist Maitreya, will coincide with the peak

ohsolete fences.

of the wildflower season in the High
Steens. Hiking, birding, star-gazing, and
maore, Forinfo or to register, call Gilly ar
ONDA: (341) 330-2638.

ONDA Annual Meeting

September 12 - 14

OMNDAs Annual Meeting will be
held at Hancock Field Station near Fossil,
OR. Spend an autumn weckend along

the Wild & Scenic John Dy River. Hikes,
slides shows, and good company. For
info, call Gilly ac ONDA: (541) 330-
2638,

Moving?

If so, please let us know your new
address! By dropping a change-of-address
card in the mail o ONDA before you
relocare, you'll help us stay in touch and
save resources, Each rime the post office
notifies us of an address correction, they do
soon 4 large piece of heavy-duty cardstock
at a cost of 80 cents each! Please send
address changes to ONDA, LG NW Kan-
sas, Bend, OR 97701; or e-mail us at

und::f{'! nl‘ld;‘l.::lrg Thank :.-'Ull!

Our apologies...

Due to o mailing list mix-up cuuptud
with a computer snafu, some of you re-
ceived multiple copics of the Spring 1997
issue of Deert Rawbdings, We underseanc
your frustration and have taken steps o
ensure that it won'thappen again. ONDA
sincercly apologizes for che profusion of
newsleteers,

Desewr Rameings
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'Dirty Water" bills turned back in Oregon Legislature

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |
over 12,000 miles of Orepon's streams
that violace water qualicy standards. Most
of these screams exceed the cemperature
standard, largely becavse of the damage
cansed by livestock gprazing in and along
SLTCAMmS.

HB 3720 would have created an
“alcernative” temperature standard by
facroring in “an assumed ser of condi-

tions” based on the “present condition” of

the warer body and “current” auchorized

uses, such as grazing. Under HB 3720,4F

a stream was currently polluted by live-
stock grazing, char level of pollution would
become the management benchmark for
that stream! In shore, HB 3720 would
have created a new syscem of assessing
stream health based on the needs of the
livestock industry, racher than salmon's
need for cold warer or people's need  for
clean drinking wacer,

Alter weeks of pressure by conserva-
tion groups and the Tribes, FIB 3720 was
"-'-.'ilr{'rl:;l:[ I:l‘:l"-."-.'!l [N ] rl'll: E“J[]!r '\.\r]'“_'lll'_‘ EVEen
the Oregon Catclemen's Association with-
l.!l'l'."'-'-' rJ“.'iE' .".-l.il‘l.:lllr[.

The Camp Creek decision

[ 2 landmark decision lase Scjulm'ﬂ—
ber, federal Judge Ancer Haggerey ruled
thae livestock grazing along @ stream

produces a “discharge” (of pollution) as
defined under the Clean Water Ace.
Consequently, Hvestock permirtrees muse
now obrain “cercification” from the scare
o ensure char their grazing praceices will
not violate seate warer quality seandards
before a federal agency can issue a graz-
INg permic.

In response, House Speaker
Lundquist incroduced HB 2003 (at the
request of the Oregon Farm Bureauw),
which would have circumvented Judge
Ancer Hagperry's Camp Creck ruling by
wiativing state certification prior to issu-
ance of a federal grazing permic.

Again, wich strong appostion from
conservation groups and the Tribes, HB
2003 died in commircee.

lronically, Lundquist was a key
backer of Gov. John Kitzhaber's alterna-
tive to Measure 38, che "Healthy Screams
|':'i!]'|,'['|(_'rti]llll‘.l," and Kirzhaber's Coho
salmon recovery plan. The speaker’s pro-
clean seream and salmon position was
largely mocivared by his desire to dodge
another grazing reform iniciacive in 19498,
similar co Measure 38, and to avoid a
federal Endangered Species Act listing of
Oregon's central coast Coho salmon runs
(thereby eluding federal intervention in

State passes buck on certification

[n response to the Camp Creek ruling, che seate adopted temporary rules early
this year to process grazing permits needing certificacion for the 1997 grazing
season. In theory, the cercification process provides the state a means o deny
federal grazing permits or to impose conditions thac assure chac water quality
standards, such as water tcemperature, are met or are moving toward being met.

As expected, che seate has sceered a politically safe course, appeasing cthe
ranching industry and irs cheerleaders in the legislature. To date, of the 62
applications received from Forest Service permittees, the stare has cererified 54
permits and denied none. Many of the certifications affece streams that already
violate water qualicy standards, yet che state has failed to impose any mandatory
water quality monitoring or rest from grazing—in shore, no accouncabilicy.

Conservationists believe chac on streams where wacer qualivy standards are
being violated, as on Camp Creek, the state muse withhold cercification until the
standards are achieved, or, at leasc uncil a cimely deadline for mecting the
standards has been cscablished. Because che state has chosen not to operate in
accordance with chis basic principle of accountability, we have no choice bur to
resume litigation against the stace for failing to safeguard our water as required

by the Clean Water Act.

peaker Lundquist’s
pro-clean stream and
salmon position was
motivated by his desire
to dodge another
grazing reform initiative
in 1998 and avoid an
Endangered Species Act
listing of Oregon’s Coho
salmon.

the srace's stream clean up effores).

In fact, after heavy lobbying by che
state, the federal government in April
{I.J__Er(_‘[‘l;,l [4) NG .li"'ﬂ, ['l'I‘L' I:L:I'Irr.'ll oSt (:ﬂ]l”
population in part because che stace’s
Healchy Streams Partnership and salmon
recovery plan were funded by che legisla-
ture, Inspice of these significant commir-
mencs, powerful industry-backed legisla-
tors, like Speaker Lundquise, have the
potential to undermine chese effores.

On balance, ONDA members can
feel good about clean streams in chis
legislarive session. The Governor's aloer-
native to Measure 38, the "Healrhy
Streams Parcnership” was passed, and we
blocked Speaker Lundquists cwo dircy
water Bills, Clean streams will remain a
prioriry for ONDA as we continue to
hold the livescock industry and govern-
ment agencies accountable for restoring

clean warer and salmon to Oregon.

Thards o anr friends wha belped defeat
HE 2003 and HB 3720, fwclwding the
Cr.l.l.l_,f';-ﬁ'q.':';f.frr.l" Triber r.l_ll"- e Woarm .(]:.'}F'J'ﬁg.r
Resevveetion; Jim Myrvan. Oregon Trowt; Niva
Bedl, Novtbwent Envivonssesntal Adfvocates;
Cravle Kiflon, Oregon Enefrommentad Conn-
afly Jefls Cartis, Waterwatch; and Meary
Serrduck, Pacific Rivers Cosnedl.
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Guano Creek land swap to restore stream

CONTINUED FRONM PAGE |

Guano Creck is the sec-
ond largest of the nine crecks
on the Refuge. Collectively,
these crecks and cheir stream-
sice areas comprise only 29
of the refuge, yet 80% of the
refuge's wildlife depend on
these fragile arcas for food,
cover, or water during some
portion of the year, In fac, ol
the refuge’s 27 specics deemed
“sensicive” by federal, state or
refuge standards, 21 are sup-
ported by riparian habiraes,

This scream also hosts
Lahoncon cucthroae and rain-
bow troutpopulations, rem-
nanes from past stocking ef-
forts by the Oregon Depr. of Fish and
Wildlife in che 1970s. The endemic Tui
chub appears to have been exdrpated
from the creck.,

Throughout the West, historic live-
stock grazing has decimared small desert
grreams such as Guano Creek, Since live-
srock removal in 1991, the 23-mile seg-
ment of Guano Creek chat eraverses the
main refuge has been recovering with

s a result of the
land swap, livestock
would be removed from
20,000 acres of critical
trout, pronghorn and
sage grouse habitat.

amazing suceess, bue the downstream
| 2-mile sepment outside the refuge (on
BLM land) has been subject to ongoing
livestock grazing (some of ic illegal as
documented by ONDA in 1994). Conse-
quently, the stream remains far below s
natural biological porential. A 1996 BLM
invencory of this 12-mile segment be-
rween the refuge and Shirk Ranch found
thar 6.1 miles were in "properly funcrion-
ing condition,” 2.9 miles were “funcrion-

L]
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i
]
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ing at risk” and 2.3 miles were “non-
funcrional.”

Land swap proposed

In response to ONDA's inquiry, the
BLM and FWS will release in Auguost a
proposed decision to adjuse cthe Refuge
boundary and aleer management south of
the main refuge to eliminate livescock
grazing from the entire 12-mile Guano
Creek corridor from the main Refuge o
the Shirk Ranch and from 20,000 acres of
eritical trout, pronghorn and sage grouse
habitat currenely under BLM manage-
ment that lie between Guane Creek and
the Refuge (see map).

The quid pro quo is that che BLM
will assume management of Shirk Ranch,
which will continue o be grazed, but
must  be j]];!n:,l;.;ﬁ'tl for che benefit of
waterfowl. This not only allows for che
full rescoration of Guano Creek, bur also
rehabilitation of habitar on 20,000 acres
which would become a conciguous parc of
Harr Mr. Nacional Antelope Refuge. In
addicion, it will be a valued addition to
the proposed Pronghorn Wilderness Area,
part of the Oregon High Desert Protec-
tion Act (see sidebar).

Special thanks ro ONDA wmewmber Tom
Priugle and Adawe Berger of the Sierra Clulb
Legal Defense Fand for their diligence in belp-
ing ONDA bring this isiwe to the table. While
the fand swap is ot final, Mike Nean of the
FW'S e Seatt Flarence of the BLM showld be
recapnized for their effort to develop a warthy
verponse to ONDA's concern,

FUkK

MaR Ay Day

Sponsor a future
wilderness

In onr last iwe of Descre
Ramblings, we highlighted several pro-
posedd wilderness areas in the vicinity of
Sreens Mowntain that arve pare of the
Orepon High Desert Protection et
(OHDPA). The two areas wear Hart
Mogntain desevibed below also need
sponsors fo “adopt” then. For more info,
aall Gilly ar ONDA: 541 -330-2638.

Pronghorn Wilderness

The proposed Pronghorn Wil-
derness offers sponsors a world-class
opportunity to enjoy large herds of
these flece-footed animals, as well as
many other high desert wildlife spe-
cies. This area encompasses mose of
the eastern half of the Harr Mr. Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge (Flook Lake,
Spanish Flat, ec.); & vast expanse of
sagebrush steppe east of the refuge,
and the lower reaches of Guano Creek
just south of the refuge. The Guano
Creck canyon harbors nescing prairie
faleons, sage grouse wincer habitar,
and a rare endemic planc, fresia
réypara. Accessible late spring
through late fall.

Bighorn Wilderness
Along the west-facing scarp of
Hart M. is some of the best bighorn
sheep habitat in eastern Oregon, not
to mention spectacular views of che
Warner Wetlands, Fish Creek Rim
{another OHDPA proposed wilder-
ness), and the Warner Mountains.
From Potter and DeGarmo Canyons
in thesouth, to the summit of Warner
Peak, norchward along Poker Jim
Ridge to Orejana Canyon Wilder-
ness Study Area, explorers will find a
variety of desert habirats, challeng-
ing hiking and evidence of historic
Marive American culture. Sponsors
also can document post-livestock-
grazing changes on the refuge. Ac-

cessible all summer.
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Streamside meadow rehabilitation

Research shows recovery after livestock removal from Hart Mountain

By Elaine Rees

Dr. David Dobkin war ane of the many presenters at Desert
Conferenee NIX, bele thiv Spring ar Malbesr Field Station, Befow are
a Jow Dighfishes from Bis vesearch findings,

In 1991, cattle grazing was suspended on che 287 ,000-acre
Hart Mt. National Wildlife Refuge (see arcicle, pg. 13, This
provided an excellent opportuniey for scientific research toseudy
the recovery of wildlife and plant communiries after livestock

removal.

In 1992, Dr. David Dobkio of the High Desere Ecological
Research Institure initiated a soudy of the meadow-rype riparian
habitar at the refuge’s 100-acre Guano Creek exclosure. Estab-
lished in 1938, this livestock-free area had never been formally
studied until Dr, Dobkin began syscemacically recording the
species of nesting birds both inside and outside the exclosure,

Sora rail returns

The number of hird species inside the ungrazed exclosure
exceeded the number found in the recovering area ourside the
exclosure. Likewise, the relative abundance of Bivds per ploc was
consistently greater inside compared to ourside che exclosure.

Dobkin notes that only riparian species nested inside the
exclosure, while only upland species nested outside che
exclosure—wich one exception. By the third year of che seady,
riparian-nesting species, most notably the sora rail, began o
nest ourside the exclosure. “Clearly, the plots ouside the
exclosure [now recovering from grazingl are moving toward a
regeneration or rebuilding of a riparian bird communicy,” ob-
serves Dobkin.

Plant community recovers

The pie chart illustrates Dobkin's findings regarding veg-
eration changes berween 1992 and 1994, Inside the exclosure,
the ground was dominated by water-loving sedges in 1992 {a
drought year). Ouuside the exclosure, bare ground and dead
plane material (licter) dominated che study plots,

By 1994, the plots outside the exclosure had much less bare
ground and much more grass. Dobkin believes this dramacic
change can be ateribuced to greacer precipitacion (1993 and
1994 were wet years) and the removal of livestock.

Dobkin has proposced chae are Mt and Sheldon Wildlife
Refuges (boch now cow-free), along wich the intervening corri-
dor of BLM lands, be used as a landscape level sciencific scudy
area thae “would offer an opportunity to redirect our focus and
dothe research necessary to understand how chese systems work
and how we can promore their rescoracion.”

Bar graphs and pie chares Grom: “Heabérar and Avifamnal Recovery
Srons fveitock prazing in a viparian weadve iystem of the Narthroesters Great
Garim," fy David 8. Dobkie, Adam © Rich, awd Willtans H. Pyl
Conscrvation Biology, s preess,

Avian Species Richness in
Riparian Meadow Habitat
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ICBEMP: REMEDY

Two views of the regional “ecosystem management” ple

The ICBEMF

" T May, the futerior Colnmbia Ba-

QHDA FILE PHOTD

D "Sherns® Kaerl, wangeland specialiss for
e ICBEAMP feam,

iin Licesystew Mawagement Propect
(TCBEMP, prasssnced “ice-brmp”) re-
feased dts Draft Environmental Tnipact
Statement (DEIS), 1CBEMP, « foint
gffare of the U.S, Farest Service and the
Barean of Land Managewent (BLAM},
resfoneds to Presicent Clinton's 1994 o
rective to develop a scientifically sound
and ecorystem=based stvategy far the man-
agement of 75 million acves of public
favests and rangelands case of the Ces-
ades,  Dr. Michael G, “Sherm” Karl,
TCBEMPT rangeland ipecialist, and Dr.
Joy Beliky, ONDA's staff ecalogiar, de-
beted the far-reaching and controversial
DELS at Desert Conference XIN. The

Jollmeing are hightights of their remarki:

An official view

“The Interior Columbia Basin Project is che
most comprehensive look we have ever taken of
crosystem conditions and crends in the Pacific
MNorthwest,” explains D, Sherm Karl, Karl was o
member of the Science Integracion Team (31T),
which formulated the scientific strucrure for
ICBEMP. As a SIT member, Karl was dircctly
involved in evaluating and synthesizing informa-
tion about the biophysical, economic, and social
systems of the extensive landmass encompassed by
the project, as well as the currene and historical
conditions of the basin.

The Scientific Integrarion Team identified
impediments toimplementing an ecosystem-based
strategy. One obstacle is the limited knowledge
about how ecosystems funcrion and resulting ques-
cions about how to implement “ecosystem man-
agement.” The product of these analyses was a
“Scientific Assessment,” a document released as a
precursor to the Draft Environmental Impace Seate-
ment (DEIS)L

The alternatives
In his ralk, Dr. Karl bricfly outlined the seven
management alcernatives considered by che DEIS:

Aleernative 1, the "No Action Plan,” would

continue present management as amended by
President Clinton's Northwest Forest Plan (which
only affects the eastern slopes of the Cascades).

Alternative 2 is the same as Alternacive 1, bue
is modified by recent interim direcrives to protece
anadromous and inland fish.

Alternative 3 emphasizes local public input
with minimal changes to existing local plans.

Alternative 4, the “Active Restoration”
option is the preferred alternative, and empha-
sizes a hands-on approach to rangeland aned forese
MIANALEmEent.

Alternative 5 emphasizes production of goods
and services, such as cimber, livestock, and recre-
agion.

Alternative 6, " Adaptive Management,” em-
phasizes experimentation, research, and monitor-
ing of on-going management.

Alternative 7, the “Reserves Plan” creates
large, proceceed reserves representing most major
vegeration types within a larger grazed and logged

ML,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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OR CALAMITY?

Study Area

A conservationist’s
critique

After Dr. Karl provided his overvicwe of the
TCEBEME process auwd ivs alternatives, Dr. Jay Beliky,
OIN DT staff ecalagist and a grasslands expert, offered
a ovitigue af the Dvaft BIS,

“The Draft EIS is fundamentally Aawed,” as-
serts Dr. Joy Belsky, ONDA's seaff ecologise. "It
fails to meet ies mission to "develop a sciencifically
sound ecosystem-based strarcgy” to manage these
public lands.”

“Mone of the seven alternartives refleces estab-
lished conservation principles, nor do chey have
sound legal or scientific bases.” argues Belsky. "All
are inadeguarte to address the serious environmen-
tal and economic problems that were brought out
in ICBEMP's Scientific Assessment.”

In Belsky's opinion, che Scientific Assessment
thar preceded the DEIS was “precey pood as far as
itwent,” Yet, she maintains, the DEIS essentially

ignored che Scientific Assessment, The
DEIS's preferred alternative empha-
sizes restoration of degraded commu-
nities racher then prevention of degra-
dation, particularly on rangelands. "It
proposes managing thesymproms, not
the disease,” says Belsky, "Once these '
arid lands have been degraded, it is

very difficult, expensive, and some-
times impossible to rehabilitate them.”

HKey findings ignored

Belsky highlighted a few of the
Scientilic Assessment's findings, which
she believes have heen crivialized or
ignored in the DEIS:

* 80% of rangelands in castern
Oregonare rated as having “low
ccological integricy;”

667 of BLM-administered eiparian zones
are “non-functioning” or “functioning at
pisk:”

. foy Belidy

Rangeland ecosystem integricy declines as

livestock densicy increases;

* The cconomic contribution of Forest Service
and BLM grazing is minimal. Only 7% of
livestock feed and 196 of jobs in the Colum-
bia Basin come from grazing chese federal
lancls,

* Polling reveals that Columbia Basin resi-

dents assign @ value of 47% to recreational

aspects of public kands within cthe project
area, a value of 44% ro che exiscence of
roadless arcas, bur only a value of 19 to the
use of rangelands for livestock production.

Given these findings, Belsky and other conser-
vationists expecred that the management of Forese
Service and BLM lands was going to change,
especially on rangelands. "Yer," she says, "in the
DEIS we find that grazing will not be reduced.
Instead, it is a major part of aff alternatives, includ-
ing the so-called reserve aleernacive, and chae ic is
emphasized everywhere, even in areas wich fow
ceological integricy.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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ICBEMP: Two VIEwS

An official view

CONTINUED FROM PAGE &

Preferred alternative:

“Active Restoration”

Inselecting the “preferred alternative,” the agencies consid-
ercd several questions, explained Dr. Karl.

* First, which management strategy would best achieve
restoration and maintenance of easeside forese healch and
ccological integricy?

* Second, which management strategy would bese support
cconomic and/or social needs and provide sustainable and
prediceable levels of products and services?

* Third, which one would provide agencies with some
consistent management direction at the landscape level?

* Finally, to comply with Interior Secrecary Bruce Babbicc's
Rangeland Reform dircerives, which alcernacive would
bese facilicace che rescoration and maintenance of range-
land health?

The ICBEMP team concluded chae Alternative 4, the “Ac-

tive Restoracion” strategy, best addressed these questions.

In his presencacion, Dr. Karl did noc offer a detailed expla-
nation of what Alternative 4 would look like on the ground. He
chid say it empphasizes the use of nacive species in any new seeding,
“exceptin the B-to-10-inch precipitation zone, where the chance
of success is low with natives.” Inaddition, Alcernacive 4 would
mandate a concerted effore o reduce juniper densicy where ic has
“reduced productivity of grassland, shrublands, and riparian
arcas,” In many cases, this would mean cuecing juniper, hauling
off the rrunks, and leaving the branches dispersed on sice "o

improve surface soil condicions and to permit establishment of

understory vegetation, including boch nacive and desired
exorics.”

f )
Conservationists seek
improved ICBEMP plan

CRBC, a coalicion of 41 environmental and conserva-
tion groups (including ONIDA), has been monitoring che
ICBEMP process, CRBC has asked the Forest Service
Chiefand the BLM Director toissue a supplemental DEIS
because the current one fails to meet its mission to develop
ascientifically sound, ecosystem-hased strategy o restore
and maintain ecosystem healeh and ecological incegricy.
“All management options imply chr timber and grazing
are the primary management tools, withour regard o
their significant negative impaces on the ecosystems and
nearby human communiciries.”

N, J

A conservationist's critique
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

“In addition, allotmenes thae currently have good ecological
integrity because they have wat been grazed will be ‘cransferred
to ocher livestock permictees.'™

Flawed “Reserve” alternative

Alternative 7 is the only aleernative in which grazing levels
would be reduced and biological reserves established, However,
according to Belsky, even chis aleernacive is cotally unacceprable.
The reserves contain large chunks of highly degraded lands.
Unbelievably, Steens Mountain—home o rare plancs, ecologi-
cally important plant communities, and extraoedinarily diverse
wildlife habitar—has been left our of cthe proposed reserves.
Alrernarive 7 also fails co address urgent problems, such as noxious
weed invasions or stream restoration needs on degraded lands
within the reserves, In addicion, cthe DEIS relied on a skewed
computer model that assumed chae all rescoracion accivitics in
other aleernacives would be successful while passive management
in reserves would lead co further degradacion. "Alrernative 7 is so
bad,” says Belsky, “that it was probably designed o make reserves
appear riciculous to the pubdlic.”

Comments needed!l!

In May, the Interior Columbia Basin Ecosystem Manage-
ment Project (ICBEMP) Drafe Environmental Impact Seate-
ment {DEIS) was finally released. This long-awaited document
will guide decisions on 75 million acres of public land cast of the

Cascades! (See map, pg. 6-7.)

The agencies need to hear from citizens who care abour fish,
wild lands, roadless areas and ocher nacural resources. 1Fwe are
silent, then logging, grazing, mining and other damaging uses
will continue to dominare and damage easeside foreses, high
desert grasslands, and screams. Please take action!

Action requested

1) Ask to be on che ICBEMP mailing List. Seod your request
to: ICBEMP, 112 E. Poplar, Walla Walla, WA 929362, Or, call
S00-522-4030. Websice: www.ichemb.gov

2) Wrice Forest Service Chief Michael Dombeck ar:
USDA, ldth & Independence Ave., SW, Washingron, D.C.
20250. MESSAGE: Demand protection and rrue resrorarion
for our rangelands/grasslands, including cow-free reserves.
Roadless ancient forests and deserr wild lands provide cricical
habitat, clean water and hiking, fishing and hunting and
other recreational opportunities, Urge the agencies to
develop a supplemental DEIS with a scienrifically-sound,
ecosystem-based alternative,

3} Send copies to your U5, Senators and Representative,
Addvesses: U8, Senace, Washingron, [.C. 20510 and House of
Representatives, Washingron, 12,C. 20515,
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QITERARY CORNER

Walked fourteen hours before | came to the spring
Sole came off my right sneaker, rock cut my foot.
Gathered sage, made fire, small fire.

Stirred rice in black iron pot, rice with raisins,
(Someone dropped a box in the store.)

Chewed cress from the pool below the spring, ate, drank,
Turned over the coals, threw sand on top.
Wrapped myself in blanket, dreamed.

Cold, coal-gray cold.

Too dark to see shadows of rocks above me.

A rock moved.

Lay quiet, no sound.

Eyes watched, my eyes, its eyes,

Could hear it breathing with my breath,

Its heart beating with my heart—no difference.

Its warmth came up through the thin blanket.

Its belly distended with rabbit,

Warm and nourished, we slept.

Marning | searched the rocks.

Saw blue-belly doing pushups, first ant leaving the hill,
Red-tail circling high

An indentation in the dust where it had lain, a few tracks,
Scats one hundred yards away, half covered with sand.

Today the lion hunter came.

Saw him drive up in red pickup,
Dented camper on back, gun rack conspicuous, 0 u a I
Swept the floor, averted my eyes from the dogs.

| knew their hunger.

Saw him in stained buckskin vest, tight over belly, By Marge Sill
Knife on sagging belt. Saw him stop, speak to Joe.

Saw Joe's thumb point my way. Kept my head down, swept.
Smelled him coming. Heard his splay-footed tread.

“Man out there says you know these hills. Any lion?

| got a customer willing to pay good to shoot lion.”

Didn’t answer right off. He spat—his juice on my floor,
Straightened up, held the broom easy. "You're wasting your time;
It's been years since anyone seen lion in this country.”

He turned, spat again, drove off. Saw him leave,

Swept sage dust over the brown spots. We fed.
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ONDA Members Go "Surfing’

Visit us at www.teleport.com/~onda
Send e-mail to onda@onda.org

By Etienne Seatt, ONDA website adurinis-
mratar  (escort@anda.org)

The Internet has become an accepted
and valuable mode of communication for
businesses, organizacions and individuals,
and ONDA has excended its message
oneo che World Wide Web.

Anyone with a compurer and modem
can “surf” (e, visit) the ONDA website,
You can view or download marerials re-
garding conservation issucs that ONDA
is working on, including press releases,
news arcicles and soon even chis newslec-
ter! "Links" allow you to go to websites of
other organizations wich relevanc infor-
marion.

Ifyou have an e-mail address, you can
join “lists” char regularly provide infor-

mation on selected topics. For example,
ONDA's own Clean Stream Net pro-
vides legislative updates on bills thar
address stream wacer quality. Ocher lists
include FishLink MNews and Salemacch
for stare legislarive issues.
What you'll need

An  inexpensive used Apple
Macincosh Plus or a IBM-clone 286 PC
with a 2400 or 9600 bps modem will
work [ine for simple e-mail,  "Web-
surfers” are likely towane faster modems,

You'll need to select an internet ser-
vice provider chac offers local celephone
numbers, Costs can range from $3 per
month for limived access time to 520 per
monch for unlimited access.

]'t Lll:l |'_|.}r 511 rEI ng.

Farewell, Ashley!

In lace March, ONDA reluctancly
bidl farewell to Ashley Henry, whao has
relocated [rom Bend o Ashland.
Ashley worked with ONDA since
October 1995, first s campaign coor-
dinator for che Oregon Clean Scream
Lnitiacive and later as a community
organizer for clean wacer issues in che
state legislature,

Ashley's dedication, unflagging en-
ergy and strong conservacion echic have
been huge assers o ONDA and ies
n‘|¢1|ﬂ]¢rﬁ|1f|3. ﬂ!\}'i_‘]nc who has wnrk{:r.[
with her knows chat her unique abilicy
to bring people togecher and inspire
them. Her work on behall of the Clean
Scream Iniciacive (largely as a volun-
teer) included campaign coordination
and grassroors organizing. She was in-
dispensable o the campaign.

Although Ashley now resides on
the "wer" side, she sill intends o
regularly visic Oregon's High Deserr,
which will always remain close to her

heare. We ar ONDA wish her all che

Ashiley Hewry, feft, wwivh Gilly Lyses,
ONDA's Grasirsats Cooradfaatar, ar the
Engene Celebration Pavade. Hewry was a
sivedvsr andd effective speaber an Sebalf af the
Cleam Strean Tnitiative,

best in her new home and chank her
for her generous spirit, her commir-
ment, and her cireless work on behalf
of Oregon's wild places, We'll miss
you, Ash!

Joy Belsky joins
ONDA staff

ONDA welcomes Dr. Joy Belsky,
Ph.D. as our stafl ecologise. Joy, who
maost recently served as staff ecologise for
Oregon MNatural Resources Council,
works out of ONDA's Portland office,
She reviews the sciencific and legal ad-
cquacy of federal resource management
plans and devotes considerable time o
developing the sciencific documencation
for procecting natural ccosystems in
aricd environments,

Joy carned her BLA. from Smich
College, her Masters of Forese Ecology
from Yale School of Forestry and Envi-
ronmental Scudics, and her Ph.D. in planc
ecology from University of Washingron,
Before arriving in Oregon, she was Re-
search Assistant Professor ar Syracuse
University and Senior Research Associ-
ate ar Cornell University, where she
taughe graduace courses on plane ecol-
ogy and investigared the ecology of grazed
ceosystems in Tanzania and Kenyva. She
has published over 45 peer-reviewed sci-
entilic papers and book chapters on Afri-
can and North American grasslands, in-
cluding recent arricles in Comservation
Bialagy, Jonrnal of Range Management, and
Wild Eareh,  (See facing page for owo
article reprines thacare available,) ONDA
is fortunate to have Joy on board. You
can reach her ac:

Oregon Natural Desert Association

732 8% 3rd Avenue, Suite 407

Portland, OR 97204

Tel/Fax 503-228-971)

E-mail: jbelsky(tronda.org

Many Thanks

ONDA chanks che William C.
Kenney Wartershed Protection Foun-
dation for 2 generous grane char will
assist us in our efforcs o monitor and
enforce two recent clean warer legal vie-
tories, We greatly appreciate the Kenney
Foundarion's support!

The Northwest Fund for the Envi-
ronment in Scactle has awarded a gener-
ous grant to support Joy Belsky's work on
the Interior Columbia Basin Ecosystem
Management Projecr (sce pgs. 6-8),
Thank you!
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Take a desert break!
ONDA’s Annual
Meeting

Sept. 12-14

Hancock Field Station
(near the Wild & Scenic John Day River)
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Derert vats demalish fence with gasto,

Autumn is a wonderful time of year in the John
Day valley, and that’s why we have chosen the week-

Come tO the Barbed Wire end of Sepeember 12-14 for our annual membership

gachering ar Hancock Field Station. Located just off

ROUHd-Up " JU]y 24”27 Highway 218 between Antelope and Fossil, che field

For several years now, ONDA members and friends have station is handy to the John Day River, the Clarno Unic

been gachering for a weekend of restoration work, camaraderie, of the John Day Fossil Beds National Monument, and
and Jong soaks in che hot spring @t the Hart Mountain Narional lots of hikeable publicland. Please join us for field trips,
Wildlife Refuge in Lake County, OR. And chis year is no slide shows, evenings around the campfire, and a
exception! Join us July 24-27 for owe full days of fence-pulling/ relaxing weekend. Call Gilly act ONDA (541) 330-

wire-winding, followed by a day or two of hiking on the refuge.

: Slimar 2638,who will gladly supply more information.
Bring sturdy gloves, hiking boots, and a cowel . Call Gilly for more 38, BACYENREY

info and wardrobe suggestions: (341) 330-2638,




