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ONDA sues to protect

Owyhee Rivers
BLM viclates Wild & Scenic River Act
By Craden Oeliferich

On January 22, 1998, Oregon Natural Desere Association
(ONDA) and chree co-plaintiffs filed suic in ULS, Driscrice Court
against the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) for its failure to
manage the Owyhee Rivers in compliance wich che Wild and
Scenic Rives Ace. Together with ONDA, Oregon Wildlife
Federation, Idaho Watersheds Project, and che Commircree for
[daho's High Desere are suing BLM for failing to protect and
enhance the “outstanding remarkable values” for which che
Main Stem, Lirele West, and Norech Fark Owyhee Rivers were
designared as wild and scenic.

The suit also charges BLM with violating che Marional
Environmental Policy Act by failing o prepare an adequare
environmeneal impact scatement o analyze the impaces of
graxzing on che rivers, Further, the agency is cited under che

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 »

Stream clean-up setback

DEQ allows continued federal land
qrazing along polluted streams

Efforts to clean up Oregon's streams ook a big hic in
February, After months of effore by conservationises toscrengthen
draft rules guiding stare cercification of federal grazing permirs,
the Oregon Environmental Quality Commission (EQC) adopred
rules that allow livestock o continue grazing along pollured
sLreams,

i .'J

S=ROM THE OUTBACK
by Bilf Marleee

In a lawsuic brought by ONDA and others o clean up
livescock=polluted streams, federal Districe Court Judge Ancer
Haggerty ruled in November 1996 thar grazing can produce a
pollution “discharge” regulared by che federal Clean Woater Ace
{CW A). Consequently, the court required chae before the Foresr
Service can issue new graxing permics, che scate musc firse
“certify” that there is “reasonable assurance” thar the activity
will noc violate warer quality standards, The ruling prompeed
EQC to develop “rules” for how che state would decide whether
to grant of deny chese cercifications for federal land grazing
PLrmits.

In adisappointing display of public policy making, the EQC
ignored the subscancive issues raised by a citizen advisory
commirece (on which ONDA served), and instead forused on che
“hardship” to ranchers if they could noc curn our their livestock
on schedule, This bias caused one to wonder if the appointed
commissioners realized they were ralking abour public—not
private—land! Even more unbelievably, che EQUC completely
disregarded the comments of some 600 citizens who wrote to che
Oregon Department of Environmental Qualicy (DEQ) asking
that polluted screams be rested from livestock grazing,
Prelude to decision

While ONDA's lawsuit was responsible for che EQC
rulemaking, it was not certain that we would be allowed on che
citizen advisory commitree, To DEQ's credic, we were kept on
in spite of a pitched battle by the cattlemen to keep us off. We

CONTINUED ON PAGES #
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by Dave Funk

A stronger ONDA = A better protected desert

For arganizations, the process of groweh and change never stops. As part of our
strategic planning, ONDA's Board of Direcrors is developing a comprehensive plan

designed not only to sustain the organization, but to ensure thae ivisan influencial force

in determining the future of Oregon's high deserr. Under the leadership of board

member Rudy Clements of Warm Springs, we are re-working che mission statement,

analyzing current situations on the land that need o change, identifying cricical
success factors, and defining our philosophical underpinnings. The plan will include
tactics to increase membership, to distribuce the work load more evenly, and to create

deeper bonds wich Macive American cribes,

In the meantime, regular board business continues. At che January meeting the
board wnanimously passed a resolution in support of che Mative
Forest Council's Zero Cut policy on public lands. The forests of
Oregon's High Desert region are integral co che healch of che
arid-land ecosystem, and we applaod the NFC's leadership in
this efforr.

Desert Conference XX
April 30 - May 3

Join ONDA (and conference co-hoses
Friends of Nevada Wilderness and Com-
mirtee for Idahbo's High Deserr) for a
weekend of field crips, workshops, slide
shows, and wildflowers in the spectacular
Blitzen Valley in southease Oregon. Help
ring in Desert Conference's 20ch anniver-
sury with the panache that only weath-
ered but well-loved Malheur Field Station
and a big pack of desert rats can offer,
(Nare: Lake Abert Field erip also includes
Woarner Wetlands, Bring your binocu-
lars.) For more info or to regiscer, e-mail
Gilly at glyons(t onda.org orcall ONDA's
Portland field alfice ac (5033 325-0193,

Many Thanks...

ONDA would like to gracefully ac-
knowledge the Wilburforce Founda-

tion for & generous granc in support of

ONDA's membership development pro-
gram,

Also, a hearcfele thanks o ONDA
member and volunteer exrraordinaire

Etienne Scott for orchescraring dona-
tions of office furniture from PG&E En-
ergy Services, ONDA's Porcland ficld
office s infinitely betrer outfirted as a
resule!

ONDA thanks Training Resources
for cthe Environmental Community
(TREC) for its expert assistance in devel-
oping a steategic plan char will ensure
ONDA remains a strong, uncompromis-
ing ally of Oregon’s High Descer, as well
as a stable, healthy non-profic organiza-
tion for decades to come,

People photographs
needed

Although ONDA's photo library
coneains stunning landscapes (and guitea
few cows caught in streams), few phoros
have people in chem. If you have photos
of people enjoying Oregon’s desert land-
scapes, please share a copy with ONDA,
Send prints or slides to: Elaine Rees, 440
W, 17ch Ave., Eugene, OR 97401, Credic
will be given whenever chey are used,
Thank you!
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DEQ allows grazing to continue along polluted streams

CONTINUED FROM PAGE

agreed to participate on the premise chac
ONDA should firsc exhaust every admin-
istrative and legislative opporounicy o
solve the problem before continuing lici-
gation or filing another Clean Stream
Initiarive.

[nitially, seaffecologise Dr, Joy Belsky
represented ONDA, We thought good
science would surely win the day wich chis
commiccee, Wrong! The cacclemen, DEQ,
and the federal agencies all believed tha
livestock grazing should continue along
sereams, even if chose sereams did not meer
water qu:t][i ¥ seandards due to liveseock
grazing. When it became clear char sci-
cnce was going to be overridden by poli-
'E[;.‘:I I I.'L‘I'.l]:]l'l_'tl Ifi]}' (R 18] |||.|.,‘ (‘I]l]‘]l'l‘:ll‘t L,

By chis point cthe commictcee had
abandoned the goal of reaching consen-
sus and turned its atcention to idenifying
issues that che EQC should debace. Wich-
out a doubt, the most contentious issue
wias whether livestock graving should
continue along polluted screams. Con-
servationists were united: sereams should

he new rules
represent a huge lost
opportunity to improve
water quality and
restore critical habitat
for salmon and other
aquatic life.

be rested from grazing uncil warcer qual-
ity standards are mer {or, if grazing
isallowed, it should nor retard nacural
recovery). The agencies and grazers felc
their only obligation to the public was
"better management.” The “cowboys”
won. The proposed rules presenced by
staff allow continued grazing along pol-

Grazing is the Jrrinsary s rce r{,l';.ur.u".’.ra.f.fu.l.r R ERY adesert stveams in sestern O gor. (rerron, sedfrentation,

harctewsad pofltion fo.g.. fecad colifarm) cond bigh tengperatares dograde salmon babitar.

luted streams, With over 9,000 miles of
streams in Oregon polluted by livestock
{as documented so far by DEQ), the new
rules represent a huge lost opportunity to
improve water qualicy and rescore cricical
habirar for salmon and other aguatic life.,
Mo deadline for improvements
The purpose of the rule (and the
Clean Warer Act)is to restore and procect
warer qualicy, However, the rules EQC
adopred only require improvements in
“site conditions” {such as screamside veg-
eracion, erc.). This may sound good, bue
this criterion does nor meassure accual
While

screamside vegerarion is cricical toscream

wiater t|u:t[i1 ¥ i provemcnts,

health, an improving trend in streamside
vegetation may not resule in meeting wa-
ter qualicy scandards wichin our lifetimes.

Forexample, Forese Service and BLM
standards often allow livestock to con-
sume halfof the vegerarion along a scream.
The agencies claim this will protece water
quality, but no scientific licerature sup-
ports this contention. Common sense and
science tell us even modest grazing levels
over rime will affect the overall composi-
vion of plant specics and reduce shade
giving vegeration, such as willow and
cocronwood.

Requiring the agencies to make only
nominal improvements instreamside veg-
ctation essentially lees chem off the hook.
After the prazing permit expires in gen
years, if water qualicy standards are scill
being violated, the agencies can make
furcher, modese adjustments to grazing
practices and wait anocher ten years tosee
what happens, if anyching. At this rate,
we could all be in our graves befare we
and the salmon see the widespread warter
quatlity and habitat improvements chac
ten years of rest from grazing could
produce.

Weak rules force litigation

EQC's decision forces ONDA to test
the legal sufficiency of the new rules by
challenging one or more of the stace's
certifications in court, Our position re-
mains clear: continued grazing along
polluted streams fails to provide che (le-
aally required) "reasonable assurance” that
warer quality standards will be mer.

A big thanks to owr colleagumes Jime Myran
af Ovegon Trawt and Mavy Scarfock of Pacific
Rivers Cownctl, wha alvo endured the reclions
ane frieitvating advisory committee frocess.
This war & classic cese of Dow “consensus”
sasnels poodd ar a media sorod bite bt weadly
Jaids to protece the envivonment.
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Owyhee litigation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Adminiscrarive Procedure Act because it
continues toauthorize grazing and other
activities within che wild and scenic river
carridor which degrade che rivers' out-
standing remarkable values. Unfortu-
mately, the BLM has not studied aleerna-
tive courses of action which would pro-
tect and enhance the river values, as re-
quired by che law,

he BLM has not
studied alternative
courses of action which
would protect and
enhance the Owyhee
Rivers' values, as
required by the law,

Blitzen River precedent

The Owyhee suit follows on che heels
of ONDA's 1997 (see et Rambdings,
Spring 1997 hvictary ina similar wild and
scenic river case on the Donnerund Bliczen

River, which drains the wese slope of

Steens Mountainin soucheast Oregon, In
the Blitzen case, Judge Ancer Haggerey's
ruling significantly strengthened the Wild
and Scenic Rivers Act and ser a national
precedent for protecring designaced riv-
ers. Haggerey's ruling shifted che burden
of proof, requiring management agencics
to prove char activities conducted within
wild and scenic river corridors will not
degrade the values for which the river was
originally designated. Furcher, acoivities
must “protect and enhance” the values of
the river as mandaced by che Act.

The Bliczen case resuleed in @ mora-
corium on grazing and road building
within the river corridor undil che BLM
can prove thar chese aceivities comply
with the mandare of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Acc. I this new case is successtul,
the Owyhee Rivers should receive similar
protections.

Mekers enjoy the Went Little Owybee River Castyon, & teibutary of the wainsten (heybee River,

BLM response: Mo problems
Jerry Taylor, manager of the Jordan
Resource Aren, Vale Diserice of the BLM,
responcded that the sievation on the Owyhee
is different from che Bliczen case, “We
have a strong management plan and be-
lieve our analysis was sufficient,” Taylor
cold che Caprrad Preis, "W e can show we've
already made significant gains in protec-
tion and enhancement of the rivers through
implementing che plan. In face, the area

: T,

was in outstanding shape to begin with,
and we can clearly show our plan has
i]n]'uru'.'ud it even lurther, even wich all
uses allowed, including livestock grazing.”

Mineteen ranchers who currencly hold
grazing permics within che Owyhee River
basin have fled with the coure as incer-
veners in the case. This action will help
establish the ranchers” “seanding” in the
caseshould chey want toappeal che coure's

ruling.

inhabit che chree Owyhee Rivers,

The Owhyee Landscape

The Owyhee Basin draing nearly 11,337 square miles in Nevada, Idaho, and
Oregon. The Owyhee canyons are dramatic, awe-inspiring high-desert land-
forms, wich cliffs reaching up to 1,000 feet above che sagebrush and grass-
covered tallus slopes that form the river’s edge. The canyonlands provide habitat
for over 200 species of wildlife. Numerous songhirds nest in the riparian
vegetation of the canyons, and ac least nine plant species within the canyonlands
are classificd as federal or stace sensitive species; ar least chree of these plants may
be listed soon under the federal Endangered Species Act. In addition, redband
trour, which ONDA and others have peticioned to list as endangered, also

Congress designared 120 miles of the Main Owyhee River as wild and scenic
in 1984; four years later, segments of the West Little Owyhee and che North
Fork Owyhee were added, bringing the designated sections to 186 roral river
miles. The Main Owyhee contains five “outstanding remarkable values:”
scenery, geology, recreation, wildlife, and culeural values. The Wese Lictle and
Morth Fork possess recrearion, scenic, and wildlife values.

Desear Ramounas « Serna 1998
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fry Dave Funk

The Owyhee River

Oregon’s Litile Grand Canyon

The Owyhee isa river unlike any other in Oregon. Released from
the snowpack by the spring thaw in Nevada's Independence Moun-
tains, the river flows norch, cucting through [daho's souchwest
corner before entering Oregon's southeast corner. Nearly all the
river and its triburaries in Oregon above Lake Owyhee (168 miles)
are federally designaced as Wild and Scenic Rivers, From Gara
Crossing in ldaho to Lake Owyhee in Oregon, three grear strecches
of river are open o adventurons rafrers, cach easier and less hazardous
than the stretch above,

The seldom-run upper screcch, the Ease Fork, runs from Garar
Crossing to Three Forks. In chis remote, 65-mile-long scetion of
river, there is one difbicult but mandatory por-

cage ar Owyhee Falls and, depending on warer
level, up to chree more porrages over class [V
ancl V' rapids. In spite of the effore, the teip is
scunning, wich sheer walls, greac side hikes, and
a welcoming warm spring two miles above
Three Forks.

The middle seerion runs from Three Forks ro
Rome. Ic'san casier shuecle and is 39 miles long,
yer is almose as challenging as che upper river.
There are four major rapids in this strerch,
Widowmaker, che largese of them all, is a Class
VI portage. Some brave souls occasionally run
Widowmalker bur most line their boars down che
right side. In concrast to che firsc 32 miles of
steep-walled canyons, the lase 7 miles of this run
open up o flar, slow water and exasperating
afternoon upstream winds.

The Lower Owyhee is the mose popular
screrch for boaters,  Approximarely two chou-
sand boaters run che lower seccon annually, e\
ournumbering those that run the middle Owyhee !
three to one.  This trip stares ac Rome and 3
meanders for six miles through fAac farmland to &
Lower Owyhee Canyon, where the cerrain
abruptly changes to scenic cliffs as the river curs -
its way through a ridge near the confluence with
Crooked Creek. The nexc 45 miles of the river
corridor chread chrough a geologic wonderland
of limitless hiking opportunities. Historic seruc-
cures, hot springs and pecroglyphs add to the
fancastic scenery. A final 10-mile workout
across the windblown, Nac waterof Lake Owyhee
wraps up che ceip, which ends ac che stunning
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one must consider every aspect of the
creature, giving consideration not on
to the physical characteristics but also
the heart and spirit that lies within.”

— Wyman Meinzer, Coyote

A Narive Awevican coyste
Petraglyph,

ative Americans portray
the coyote in myriad and
contradictory ways: god,

mischief-maker, hero, fool,
Old Man, and Little Brother.

“..ITlo describe the coyote honestly

v

By Elaine Rees

The coyote, ubiquitous canine of the Amern-
can plains and deserts, is nowhere better described
than in che legends of the peoples who have know
him che longese, Narive Americans, whecher from
the northern Grear Plains or what is nose Mexico,
poreray the coyore in myriad and concradiceory
ways. Coyote is a god, a mischief-maker, a hero, a
fool, the Old Man, and the Liccle Brocher.

Euwro-Americans are no less struck by che
coyore's scemingly multiple personalities, al-
though chey tend to reject the coneradiceions and
fizate upon and judge this cricter based on one
facer of its characrer.
Some who have watched
coyores kil indiscrimi-
nately and eat noc a bice
of the carnage are con-
vinced char the animal
and all s ilk are de-
praved and evil. Gch-
ers, having observed a
young bachelor male so-
licicously warch over a
playful litter of pups
while the parents are
hunting, conclude char
coyotesarc a responsible
and virtuous lot. South-
western author Mary
Austin chose eo empha-
size the animal's sacirical
bent when she dubbed
the coyote “the Charlie
Chaplin of the Plains.”

When Columbus “discovered” America, the
range of the covore (Cands fatrans) was ronghly the
unwooded areas west of the Mississippi River, from
southern Alberra and Saskatchewan to soueh-cen-
cral Mexico. Ic chrived where rodents and rabbics
were abundant and where wolves were searce, the

wolf being a major competitor and sometime
predator of its smaller relative (see page 8).
Complex social structure

Covotes, like humans, have a complex social
structure. A pack is usually comprised of two to
ten animals led by the dominant or “alpha” pair.
Pack size is determined primarily by the abun-
dance of prey within che pack’s cerricory, Where
coyotes are not subject to predator control mea-
sures or other disruptions, che alpha male and
female mate for life and are che only breeding patr
within the pack. Subordinate females are "behav-
iorally scerile”; they are physically capable of breed-
ing but do not as long as che alpha female produces
liccers. “Bera” members of the pack are subordi-
nate to che alpha male, following him ro a chosen
hunting area and assisting him in the kill. Betas
also help defend che pack’s territory and raise che
young.

The alpha pair mates in late winter and che
pups are horn in an underground den (often o
refurhished badgee hole) two monchs after breed-
ing. The pups live exclusively on the mother's milk
for approximately two weeks and then begin ro ear
regurgitated food supplicd by the parents. A
abour four weeks of age the pups venture out of che
den. At chis time, che female often moves chem o
a second den, possibly to escape the inevitable flea

Deserr Bameings = Seding 1998 G
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T'raeE Mar~y FaceEs oF CoyoTE

Coyote “Control”: Decades of Denial

|"J_ ¥ Flaine Rees

For decades, ranchers and range managers
have tried o control coyote populations, primarily
to reduce predacion on livestock and large game
animals.  Yer despite what at times could be
described as all-out war, the covote has noc only
survived bur lourished. Since che arrival of Euro-
peans on chis concinent, the coyote has

CORGE WUEATHER

A cayate, Billed by o
rancher ad placed an a

Sencejait fo Serve as
i 1 " .
prring fo ater ceyaes.

incressed its numbers and expanded ics
range, Many accribuce ics success in spice of
man's bese effores to eradicate it to a sore of
deceitful intelligence thar has deposed cthe
white man from his righcful place as the
smartest of animals.

Researchers are now learning chac che
coyore's resiliency is noc so much a funcrion
of diabolical intelligence, but of biology.
Any reduction of the size of a pack of
coyotes increases the food -per-coyote ratio.
“The increase in food availabilicy improves
the nutritional condition of breeding fe-
males which cranslaces in higher pup birch
weights and higher pup survival,” accord-
ing to Bob Crabrree,a coyore expert.

Intensive predator conteol measures cause che
coyote population to be maintained in a “coloniz-
ing” state. Consistent reduction of coyote popula-

tions keeps the age structure skewed o che young,
Therelore the narural limications (such as restricred
territory and food supplies) faced by older-aged,
uncxploited populations are absent. The result is
a population “boom” because the territorial,
younger populations are much more producrive.
This is why intensive, annual, nonsclecoive trap-
ping, gunning, and poisoning programs have never
been successful in reducing coyore numbers over
the long term,
On che other hand, che effective-
ness of predator concrol measures
against Norcth American wolves has

upset the inter-species balance, cre-

ating a boon to coyotes by virtually

' eliminating cheir primary natural

hE COyote s competitor. The recent re-incroduc-
fESﬂiEHCY 15 NOt SO tion of wolves to Yellowstone Park
! has afforded researchers the oppor-

much a ﬁ.lﬂctiﬂﬂ Of tunity to abserve wolves seeking our

: ; ¥ : and artacking residenc coyotes,
Cl.lﬂbﬂllcal mteujgence’ {Crabiree, 1995) Without the wolves

but Uf bif}lﬂg}?. to keep them in check, coyotes in-

creased their numbers and expancled

their range over most of the Norch American
CONEINENE,

Rethinking our attitude roward the coyore
and how to live in his domain is undoubeedly in
order. Dayron Hyde, who befricnded coyores on
his ranch near Chiloguin, Oregon, wrote:

wow i Bgnigry prrcelector is o fradient predatar,
By feeding {leaving dead cattle far the coyates}
el frrofectiiy anr covelan. we were Jnsnring
that each cayate o the ranch lived to a rife ofd
age. Asa resident of a rervivary, le wonld kep
stverys fram coming i, and by viviee of Enoeing
every mowse v in bis ficfelons and every squir-
vel it torwn, he condd make a comfartably ving
wrthont getting finte miichief.”
— Don Coyore,
Arbor Hagre Pablishing Conipany, 1980,

Covores AnD PRONGHORN

Pronghorn Expert on
Hart Mt. Coyote Shoot

Bedote i o exccerps fram tbe expert testimony of
Bart W. O'Gara, Wildlife Consultant, submitted
dy ONDA eond otler prafs fn the fewsaese which
sapecessfielly seappred U8, Fivl cond Wildfife Servive's
Pleens fo boled e “recreational coyote bt " on the Hart
Me. Netfonad WiRlife Refuse. Slated to teke place
in February 1908, the bant's abjective was te reduce
coyote precation on prenghorn fawns, which are
fors in May.

‘It is very doubtful thar conrrol will be
extensive enough (especially considering the
time of year) to significancly influence fawn
survival. Coyotes shot earlier chan March likely
will be replaced by the time covotes den in the
fawning arca. If fawn survival improves for a
third year in a row, noone will know ifshooting
coyotes was responsible or if other factors are
influencing recruiement, The long-term costin
compromised daca regarding natural popula-
tion regulation in an ccosystem from which
cactle were removed in 1990 will be grear
Mever has there been an opportunicy to study
such a sicuacion, and ic 15 doubtful there ever
will be again.”

Bare W, (¥ CGare, Wildlife Connliant

Deserr Rameeinos « Sering 1998 8

Orecon MATURAL DrsceT ASSOCIATION




A Klamath Coyote Story

Excerpted from A Book of Tales: Being Some
Myths of the North American Indians, retold by Charles
Erskine Scott Wood, one-time Lieutenant, U.S. Army.
Vanguard Press, [929.

In the summer of 1875, in Warner Valley, Or-
egon, | met Debe. He was a young Klamath going
home to kill a medicine man and recover five ponies
which had been given the medicine man under the
promise that he would cure Debe's brother of
measles; but the brother had died. | coaxed Debe to
delay a little, while we killed antelope and swan to his
brother's ghost. Above the lake, among the hot gray
rocks and near the little willow spring, while the
coyotes trotted ghost-footed about us, Debe told
me this tale:

“Kharaia, the Man in the Sky, told the Earth Man,
the father of the Klamaths, to call together all the
animals, that each might receive a bow. Whoever got
the longest bow was to be chief and most powerful
among the animals; and so on,
according to the lengths of the
bows. In those days animals
could act like men and could

-
r

beasts. He sat there all night watching the stars; but
in the morning, just before the dawn came, he fell
asleep. Thesunrose, andallthe animals wallked past
the Coyote, who slept as if he was dead. When all
had got their bows and anly the shortest was left,
the Coyote woke up. He was very much ashamed,
but when the animals laughed he laughed too, to
pretend he did not care; but his laugh was not good.
The Man felt sorry for the Coyote, and he begged
Kharaia to give a long bow to him; but Kharaia said:
“MNo, | will not break my word; but | will order that
he shall be the smartest and most cunning of all.”
That is why he sits up all night now, and laughs in
such a sorry way; and that is why he is the most
knowing of all animals.

.L .““

talk together. On the day ap- [” "'"-_"
pointed, all the animals met ' i
together, and Kharaia gave to frr = T

P -
the Man the great sheaf of ’I._JJ__.r/- G
bows; but the Man said he . o }
would not give therm out till the ",_r

next morning, so that all could
have a chance to come in that
day. The Coyote determined
he would sit up all night, so as
to befirstin theline next morn-
ing and get the largest bow; for
it was very muchin the heart of
the Coyote to be the lord of

WARTIN RING
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ONDA's 1997 Annual Report

1997 Conservation Highlights
Desert Defense

Seeved on DEQ Advisory Commirree on development of rules
for how to “certify” pgrazing on federal lands which contain
pollured streams. The rules resuled from ONDA's 1996 Camp
Creek legal vicrory under Section 401 of che Clean Warer Act.
Sued BLM wnder the Clean Water Act to ensure thar our
landmark 1996 Camp Creek decision an the Forest Service gruzing
practices will apply to BLM lands as well.

Blocked proposed resort on Steens Mountain, ONDA helped
ensure that this ]11::4:L'¢|L'I1l:-:it:rfit1_l:: |'-J'HP':I$'.’I| was denied,

Wan a precedent-serring lawsuit under the federal Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act to protect the Donner und Bliceen River from
degradation caused by livestock grazing. The negoriated setele-
ment requires BLM o exclude livestock fram the river corridor
pending completion of an Environmeneal Impace Statement (E15),
Sued BLM for failing o prepare a plan o protece the Wild and
Scr;nil;:_]uhn D:I:,' River,

Pericioned che U5, Fish and Wildlife Service to list the Great
Basin redband crout under the Endangered Species Act. This
unigue desert fish has been extirpated from 72% of its hiscoric
range in the Grear Basin, largely as a resule of livestock grazing.
Wona lawsuit we had intervened in against ranchers whe claimed
special privileges under seate lands geazing leases. The case, now
being appealed, is pending befare the Oregon Supreme Coure.
Lobhicd Congress to rejecr Rep, Bob Smith's grazing bill, and o
allow ranchers to permanencly reire federal grazing permirs,
Complered our first generation GIS maps of the Oregon High
Desect Proteceion Act, a six million acre wilderness proposal.
Spearheaded scientific review and comment of the Interior Colum-
bia Basin Eastside Management Plan EIS, a massive federal plan
that will guide che face of some 50 million acres of public lands.
Warked o pass che Healchy Stream Partnership, Goy, Kitzhaber's
alrernarive to Measure 38, which pr-:n'j:!r_'s. 530 million o restore
water qualiry and salmon habitar, We also helped defear bills in
the Oregran Lepislatare, which would have undermined our Camp
Creck Clean Water Act suir and lowered water qualicy scandards
in Orepon,

Educational Outreach

Participared in seieneific panels and made numerous presencacions
o diverse audiences neross the seace,

Provided technical assiseance to hundreds of activises all over the
West working on livestock grazing issues.

Produced and diseributed our popular newsletter, Desert Rawblings.
Praduced and discribuweed 30,000 copies of our action alerr, "River
Mores,” which educared and mobilized the public on the sure's
rule making on certification of grazing permits under the Clean
Water Act.

Hosted the 190h Annual Figh Deserc Conference, a three-day,
multi-state gathering of desere aceivists, scienises, and others
concerned about the Grear Basin,

Sponsored fence removal projects ar Hare Mountain and Malheur
Mational Wildlife Refupges,

Maincained ONDA's Clean Stream Net, providing timely, action
oriented information via c-mail to over 400 aceivises

1997 Income by Category

Conlerences
9%\ .

Memberships
£ 11%

Contributions

7 34%

Grants <
449,

1997 Expenses by Category
Administration

Lobbying 80 |

8%

QOutreach &

Feosystem Education
Defense / 7 5%
9%

Income & Expenses

{Jan. 1 — Dec. 31, 1997)
SUPPORT AND REVENLE

Memberships s 20,0235
Conerilitions . eavesieereeeeses st ccannnimnn 563,931
CONTETENCES oot ivarnes ennrmnroms somsomtmaseais . 517,495
N NS o i s e i e s b b e 4 A i SH3, 149
1G] 1] o] ey TSR et OO 53,543
TOTAL SUPPORT & REVENUE ........ $188,141
EXPENSES
Ovarreach and Fdueationm .. S138.083
LobBing i 515,732
Ecosystem DIefense v e raenseeeens 913,893
Acdrministrative e e 51 1

TOTAL EXPENSES.

s 585,250

FUND BALANCE oo snensmsnm e o 92,882
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OREGON NATURAL DESERT ASSOCIATION NOWNPROFIT ORG.

Desert Ramblings s E‘iﬁ:.:. AGE
16 MW FANSAS STREET EUGENE, OR

BexD, OREGON 97701 PERMIT MO, 532

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

ITIS10E:
Tve Many Faces or CoyorE

L .
t} Prirwed on Recyeled Paper

Desert Conference XX!

Thur-Sun, April 30 - May 5
Malheur Field Station

{in southeast Oregon's scenic
Great Basin country)

This year marks the 20ch anniversary of
Desert Conference! ONDA and conference
co-hosts Friends of Nevada Wilderness and
Commirttee for Idaho's High Desert invite you
to join other desert enthusiasts ac Malhur o < ™ '
Field Station in southeast Oregon (south of s A : '

Burns). Several field crips are offered on Friday, Te A ;ﬁl e S R
May 1, including an expanded Lake Abert trip Dirert Confevence participants enjoy an owting to the Blitzen River.
that also includes a visit to Warner Wetlands

CHDA FILE FHOTO

{(bring your binoculars.) Enjoy workshops, For more info or to register, e-mail Gilly at
slideshows and camraderie as we celebrate the glyons@onda.org or call ONDA's Portland
natural wonders of the Blitzen Valley. field office at (503) 525-0193.




