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Rethinking the
Steens' future

Should USFWS manage area?

ONDA applauds the unanimous deci-
sion by Harney County Commissioners to
deny a permic application to build a small
resort on Steens Mountain (see article, pg.
1). We have opposed the development and
were prepared to litigate to keep it from
becoming a reality. Rezoning the isolated
high Steens property would have set a bad
precedent, opening the way for more com-
mercial development in the heart of chis
alpine wild area. Also, a year-round resort
would have been a furcher intrusion on the
ecological integrity of a landscape that has
already been severely compromised by over
a century of livestock grazing.

In denying the permit, the county may have wanted to avoid
a protracted legal battle wich ONDA over the Witzels' develop-
ment, We'd like to believe, however, that the considerable local
opposition was what persuaded the commissioners to turn down
the request. The decision is a reminder of the strong sentiments
felt by Harney County residents for protecting the Steens. It also

begs the question of how best to manage this extraordinary -

resource for future generations. But more on that in a moment.

S-ROM THE OUTBACK
by Bill Marlett

Since the rezoning decision, the Witzels have begun negotia-
tions with the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) to swap their
land on Steens Mountain for property near Frenchglen. In
principle, we support the trade. It would be hypocritical for
ONDA to advocate that the livestock industry on arid public
lands in Harney County be replaced with businesses, including
recreational businesses, that have less impact, yetdeny the Witzels
(who run an outficting business) the opporcunity to lead pack trips

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 »

S.’mw Nm}ém Sfee.w Monntain, In Nu:fe:m’:e: Hm ney Cafr.mfy uyemr/ a proposed resort on private
land on Steens Mountain, which is predominantly managed by BLM.

Harney County nixes
Steens resort

By Maitreya

On November 5, 1997, the Harney County Board of
Commissioners voted unanimously to deny the application of
John and Cindy Witzel of Frenchglen to rezone their property
near Fish Lake, high on Steens Mountain in southeast Oregon.
The stated purpose of the application was to construct a twenty-
five room lodge, full service restaurant, gift shop, and fifteen
cabins on 12.5 acres of their 320-acre private inholding in Lake
Creck Valley.

The Witzels had requested a change from the “Exclusive
Farm and Range Use Zone” to the “Commercial Industrial
Zone" under Oregon's Statewide Planning Goals and Guide-
lines (the state’s land use law). Such a re-zoning for a site-specific
purpose like a resort lodge would have violated this law. There-
fore, in order to approve their application, the Commissioners
would also have had to grant the Witzels an “exception” from
this law, which would have set a precedent, easing the way for

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 W

MAITREYA



Oregon Natural Desert Association
Benp Orpce
16 MW Kansas, Bend, OR 97701
Voice: 541-330-2638 » Fae 541-385-3370
E-naitz onda@onda.org
WnsiTe: wwwtcleport.com/-onda

PorTiAND OFRCE
732 W 3rd Ave., #402 Pordand, OR 97204
Vorce: 503-525-0193 = Fax: 503-228-9720
E-mains jhelsky@ondaorg

The pruspose of the Ovepon Natural Desert
Asaciation is fo prapmoe fhe preservation, fro-
secrion anel rebabilitation of Oregon's arid-
Laneed enviranment e to educate the general
fopalation o the valves of preerving e
watnral avid-landd sevivannent.,

Board of Directors

Dave Funk, Presiclent (Eugene)
Craig Miller, Vice President (Bend)
Stu Sugarman, Secretary (Portland)

Craig Miller, Treasurer (Bend)

" Rudy Clements (Warm Springs)
Alice Elshoff (Frenchglen)
Craig Lacy (Bend)

Connie Lonsdale (W aldpore)
Kathi Myron (Canby)

Benn Orrce:

Bill Marletr, Execntive Divectar
Graden Oehlerich, Wil Brvers Conrainator
PorTiAND OFFICE:

Joy Belsky, Ph.D., Staff Beologist
Gillinn Lyons, Grassrots Coardinaior

Advisory Council

Ron Cronin (Porcland)
Paul Fricz (Bose, [13)

Steve Herman, Ph.D. (Olympiz, WA)
Willinm Kicredge (Missoula, MT}
Reed Noss, Ph.D, (Carvallis)

Al 5¢. John (Bend}

Caryn Throop (Lander, WY}
Harold Winegar (Prineville)
George Wuerthner {Livingston, MT)

Newsletter

Chris Orsinger, Editor
Communication Strategies, Design
Elnine Rees, Bogrd Lraison
Elizabeth Claman, Copy Editor

Iy Dzpe Frenke

Winter alivel

Deesert inwincer, The land may scem empey and still. Bu, look, mouse tracks draw

dotted lines berween tufts []FHFHSS, WINter Sparrows flic nervously, ravens 5ql.r.twk. and
coyotes how! and yip ac dusk, many reminders chac life in the deserr gous on.

After the frenetic efforts expended during lase year’s Clean Stream Initiative, iomay
seem that ONDA, oo, is relacively seill. This also is just illusion. A recene push o

protect streams by requiring better rules for grazing on public lands topped our efforrs
(sce alert, pg. 12). Meanwhile, our grassroots coordinacor Gilly Lyon is moving o
ONDA's Partland office, and Graden Oehlerich has been hired ro work our of our Bend
office (see article, pg. 100, Graden will coordinate volunteers, review and comment on

clean water issues, work on salmon protection programs, and help with many other
aspects of adminiseration. Welcome aboard, Graden, and good luck.

Longtime board member Elaine Rees recently announced chac she will leave che
ONDA board. Elaine, a past board presicdent, has been involved in nearly every aspect
of ONDA, including this newsletter. She promises to continue to seay as imvolved as

her time permits. We will miss her sceady, knowledgeable and logical presence greacly.

Speaking of che board, ONDA is undergoing an organizational
assessment by TREC (Training Resources for che Environmental ST e

Community). The objective is to maximize ONDA's effee- g i iha )
tiveness by identifying and strengehening areas where the !
organization can be improved. We look forward to seeing

the resules in che form of a healehier desert ecosystem. Gy B

Malheur birding & service

April 5-11 » Malheur Field Station
Join Wilderness Volunteers fora week
of birding and sightseeing in and around
Malheur National Wildlife Refuge. Pae-
ticipants will also lend a hand 1o the Ficld

Station (long-time home of che Deser
Conference) by painting, cleaning, and
repairing dormsand classrooms, ONDA's
own Craig Miller and Alice Elshoff will
present slide shows and lead erips to Blitzen
Valley birding hot spots. Contace John
Sherman of Wilderness Volunteers via e-
mail: 73774, 20060 compuserve.com or
Tel: (503) 241-9348.

ONDA's wish list

Used icems needed for ONDAs Port-
land office. All donations rax-deducrible!
* Office chairs
* Bookshelves
* [ax machine

* Mac laptop computer
* Lascr printer
* Photocopier

Call Gilly Lyons at (303) 323-0193.

Desert Conference XX

April 30-May 3 + Malheur Field Station

Mark your calendars now for the
20th Annual High Deserr Conference ar
Malheur Field Scation. Help us celebrare
20 years af desere activism wich feld
trips, slide shows, workshops, and grear
speakers, Warch your mailbox for more
information, or call Gilly ac (303) 323-
0193,

National Wilderness

Conference

May 29-31, Seatlle, WA

Join over fifty local, regional, and na-
tional conservation groups from across the
nation (including ONDAHoraweckend of
wilderness advocacy, celebrarion, and edu-
cation. The conference will equip you wich
tools o secure lasting proteccion for
America’s unprotected wilderness resources.
Contact via e-mail wildeonE ewsnw.org ar
call (206} 624-6430.
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Harney county rejects Steens Mountain resort

CONTINUED FROM PAGE |

other private properey owners on Steens
Mountain to develop their land for com-
mereial purposes.

In its written order denying che ap-
plication the Commissioners cited eighe
findings, including lack of comparibilicy
of the requested exceprion wich che exise-
ing agriculeural zoning, lack of a demon-
serated need for the proposed use, and che
availability of other sites beceer suited o
the proposed activity because they have
year-round access,

The Councy's decision came as 2 wel-
come surprise to all of those who voiced
opposition to the Wiczel application. The
re-zoning was opposed by ONDA and
other conservarionises, the Burean of Land
Management, the Oregon Deparcment
of Vishand Wildlife (ODEFW), and promi-
nent members of the local ranching com-
municy. At the hearing before che Com-
missioners, those whao testified in opposi-
tion to the proposed resort oucnumbered
those in favor by 37 to 2.

Wuch credic forinfluencing che Com-
missioners decision muest go to the local
citizens of Harney County for cheir vocif-
erous opposition to the proposed rezon-
ing. It appears that che Commissioners

Evenings with Nature

Both evenes will be held ar Cen-
tral Oregon Environmental Center,
16 NW Kansas, Bend.  Refresh-
ments at 6 pm, program at 7 pm.

February 18 — “Coffee Plan-
tations as Tropical Rainforest: The
Brewing Controversy of Shade Cof-
fee vs. Sun Coffee as Wintering
Habirar for Migrant Norch Ameri-
can Land Birds,” by Dr. David
Dobkin of cthe High Desert Eco-
logical Research Insticure,

April 15 — "A Showcase of
Hummingbirds," is a slide show by
Frank Cleland, wildlife photogra-
pher whaose special subject is birds in
flighr. Frank will also discuss hum-
minghird behavior and migracion.

EEN

TRYGVE T

Kiper Cronge on Steens Mognfain n woater,

were also persuaded by legal arguments
made by Jack Sterne on behalfof ONDA,
by 1000 Friends of Oregon, and by indi-
viduals, such as Josh Warbureon, myself,
and ochers.

“Lake Creek is a mountain stream
with excellent riparian habicar for stream
protection and fishery production which
conrains native Redband Trout,” tesei-
fied James Lemos, ODEW Wildlife Bi-
ologise for Harney County, “The excel-
lent riparian habitars of willow and aspen
are nescing and brooding sices for neo-

he proposal
included a twenty-five
room lodge, full service
restaurant, gift shop,
and fifteen cabins on
12.5 acres in Lake Creek
Valley, below Fish Lake.

cropical migrant songbirds such as war-
blers, kinglets, vircos, and flycacchers,
Larger wildlife ranging from weasels,
beaver, and coyotes to mule deer ueilize
these eiparian zones heavily,” said Lemos,

The Commissioners’ action helps pro-
tect these irreplaceable narural values of
Lake Creek Valley on Steens Mountain
from being degraded by the proposed
Witzel development. The decision, how-
ever, does not end the debate over com-
mercial recreacional developmene of
Steens Mountain, Tens of chousands of
acres on the mouncain are in privace
hands. These private holdings include
some of the most scenic and ecologically
diverse arcas on the mountain—the bot-
tom of Kiger Gorge, Fish Creek Basin,
and W horehouse Meadow, to name but a
few. The chreac of commercial recre-

ational development to these and other

sites on Sreens Mounrain remains.
Steens Mountain is o scenic, recre-
ational and ecological creasure of national
significance and should be proteceed for
furure generations to enjoy. Harney
County's decision to deny the Witzel's
resort development will help protect a
special pare of this national treasure and
should inspire us to redouble our effores
to preserve it in its nacural stace,

Desery Ramownns = Winres 1998
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Steens Mountain wildlife refuge?

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

intothe Sceens. Notchatrampant tourism
is benign, cither, Over 50,000 people
visited the Steens last year, and char num-
ber will continue o increase,  ONDA
bielieves the mevieable tourism increascs
must be prepared for—not merely reaceed
to. For chis reason, we have argued chac

Steens Mountain
National Fish & Wildlife
Refuge would blend
seamlessly with the
adjacent Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge.

whatever agency manages Seeens Moun-
tain, whether BLM, the National Park
Service or 115, Fish and Wildlife Service

(FWS), thar agency ought to be in the

business of managing people, not cows.

Consequently, in crafting che Or-
egon High Desert Protection Act with
other conservation groups in 1992, we
included the designation of Steens as a
MNational Park and Preserve. Alchougha

national park would be good for business
in Harney County, we have heard so
much concern that perhaps we should
look at options other chan park stacus.
President Clinton's recent executive
order crearing the Escalante-Seaircase
Narional Monument in southern Urah
placed that area under BLM management
rather chan wnder che Nacional Park See-
vice.  This provides food for thoughe
Would such a scenario work for Steens
Mountain? Given che BLM's proclivity to
support continued livestock grazing and
oil and gas exploration in che Escalance
Monument, coupled with the agency's
position that livestock should graze che
Wild and Scenic Donner und Bliczen River
{which flows off che Steens), we think not.
The bese middle ground becween those
who want Steens Mountain protected and
those who prefer thae the area to have a
lower profile than nacional park scacus
alfords, may be to place che arca under the
management of the ULS, Fish and Wildlife
Service, Thanks o a new law signed by
Presiclent Clinron last fall, this agency has
a crystal clear mission to prorect fish and
wildlife and promote compatible wildlife-
based recreation on America’s nacional
refuge system. Furchermore, FWS recog-

nizes that livestock grazing is rarely com-
patible, and has ended grazing on che
ceologically similar Hare Men. Refuge,

MAITAEYA

Steens Mogentain's icende wenders ana vick wildiife mighe be best protecied ar o USFWE awrfellefe vefipe.

A Sceens Mouncain Mational Fish and
Wildlife Refuge would blend seamlessly
with the adjacent Malheur Wildlife Ref-
uge— currently managed by FWS—
which lies immediately adjocent co the
Steens. This would allow FWS to manage
the Blitzen River, which feeds che Malhear
Refuge, as a complere watershed. Perbaps
this idea will sacisfy the common goal of
protecting Steens Mountain,

In any case, the future management
of this desert jewel, as wellas Hart Moun-
tain and Owyhee Canyonlands, should
be examined. Under the present BLM
management, destrucrive grazing is che
dominant use.

ONDA is advocaring thar Congress
suthorize astudy o evaluace che compara-
tive benefics of shifting these areas to dif-
ferent management agencies and designa-
tions, such as wildlife refuges, national
parks, or national conscrvation arcas.
OMNDA has asked Sen. Ron Wyden and
Rep. Perer DeFazio to introduce a bill for
this purpose, and cheir initial response has
heen favorable, We look forward w re-
porting on the progress of this proposal in

fucure issucs of Desert Rewiblings,

Refuge bill passes

ONDA members can be proud
of our role in the creation of the
Mational Wildlife Refuge Improve-
ment Act of 1997, which President
Clinton signed into law lase fall.

The new law clarifics the mission
of the Nartional Refuge System, di-
recting the Secretary of Incerior to
manage refuges firsc and foremost
for wildlife while permitting com-
patible wildlife-based recrearion ac-
tiviries, including fishing and hunt-
ing where appropriate.

OMNDA's lawsuit of several years
ago against the U.S, Fish and Wild-
life Service (FWS) regarding its man-
agement of the Hare Mountain Na-
tional Antclope Refuge (i.e. allowing
livestock to graze che refuge) led toa
subsequent nacional lawsuit againse
FWS on che same issue of compat-
ibility. That narional lawsuir even-
tually led to the recent statutory clari-
fication of the mission of the refuge
system.

Deserr Rametisgs « Winter 1998
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By Elaine Rees

Indeed, 2 glimpse of a single pronghorn, and
especially anantelope herd, enchants che forcunace
viewer. Small vet sturdy, arciscically pateerned
with tan, white, and black, the pronghorn ante-
lope is the most visible and most universally recog-
nizable animal of America’s plains and deseres, [f
you haven't seen one, you haven't seen the West.

Pronghorn country 15 open—I>lar, shrebby,
often rocky—and dry. Aweilacapra americana, as it
i5 known in scientific circles, is at home in the
grasslands of the Dakoras and Nebraska, che sage-
brush cxpanses of Wyoming and Montana, and
the cactus and crecsote country of Mexico and the
American Southwest.

In Crregon, some of the best pronghorn habi-
tar is in Lake Counry, This was recognized by
President Franklin D, Roosevelein 1935, when he
established the Hare Mountain National Wildlife
Refuge {originally Hart Mountain Antelope Range).

Besides ics steep wese-tacing scarp, Hare Moun-
cain encompasses chousands of acres of rolling
sagebrush steppe complere with shallow lakebeds
which provide importane summer feed for prong-
horn does and cheir kids. The high windswepe
slopes and ridges of the mountain provide rela-
1|".rr:i}r siow-free areas where lhi: I:I'L'r:'llj.;hﬂr]‘.l Cin
browse on cxposed sagebrush during che harsh
winter months.  Arthur Einarsen, who studied
pronghorn on Hare Mountain in the 1930s and
“ils, observed chac in January of 1937, "..when
the temperature dropped to 40 degrees below
zero, antelope herds were found on the refuge in
apparent contencment, and no fatalicics were re-
ported in che herd during this period of severe
cold.”

To be or not to be

The pronghorn antelope, sericely speaking, is
not an antelope arall. Troe ancelopes (chae is, Old
World antelopes such as gazelles and wildebeesr)
do not shed their horns; pronghorn do. Furcher,
our pronghorn "ancclope” is serictly a Noreh Ameri-
can animal. Fossil evidence recovered from whac is
now California and eastward to the Mississippi
River shows a lincage back co 25 million years ago,
Before the Pleistocene Era (L0 to 13 million years
agoh, ac lease 13 genera of pronghorn roamed the
West, but only one—-l. americana—survived che
Pleistocene lee Ages char recurred over a period of
three million years,

Deing a truly American-grown ani-
mal is only one of many of the pronghorn's
unique characteristics, Ie is arguably che
fastest land mammal in the world, ex-
ceeded only by the cheetah in the sprine,
Inn 2 race of a half-mile or more, a prong-
horn would leave a cheerah in the duse.
Rescarchers have recorded whole herds of
pronghorn maintaining a pace of 40 miles
per hour for five to ten minuces. Several
incidences of a buck crossing in front of a
vehicle rraveling G0 miph have been docu-
menced {see sidebar, page 6),

Spced by design

How can the pronghorn accomplish such a
spectacular fear? Anatomy, Les heart and lungs are
l:Lrl.;cr than one w:‘)u|r.l CxXpect foran animal its size.
In face the pronghorn’s heart is owice the size of
thac of s domestic sheep, although the ewo animals
have equivalent body mass. The windpipe is also
enlarged, and che pronghorn runs wich ics mouch
open to take in as much air as possible,

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

ghorn

In body beanty, few animals egual the
prraugharn antelope. The steuder linbs
and finely sculpred muscles combine the
grace of Apollo and the speed of Mercury.

—Avrthur Einarsen,

The Prowghare Anrelape and it Meanagement

a race of a

half-mile or more, a
pronghorn would
leave a cheetah in

the dust.
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"The grace of Apollo and the speed of Mercury”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

How does it maintain its astonishing speed on
such rough terrain as the cobbly uplands of che
Great Basin or on Great Plains, where the grass-
lands may be pocked wich “gopher holes™? Nerve-
less cartilaginous padding on the animal’s hooves

proves to be an excellent shock abserber.  In
addition, the leg bones are quite dense and are

Racing PRoNGHORNS: 1936

“On August 14, 1936, 1 was with a group that paced many
pronghorns on the dricd bed of Spanish Lake [on the Hart Mr.
Refugel.... This lake bed was as hard as adobe. It was a clear, breezy day,
ideal to stir che racing instince of the pronghorns, and as we rolled along
the lake ed ge we had many challenges. Small groups here and there raced
beside che car, until five, led by a magnificene buck, ran parallel to us,
pressing toward the shore from che feeding area in che lake center while
we drove on astraight course. As they closed in from the right the buck
taok a lead of about 50 feer and [the driver] increased speed to keep even
with che animal._. The buck was now abour 20 feet away and kept
abreast of the car at 50 miles an hour. He gradually increased his gair,
and wich a tremendous burse of speed flactened oue so that he appeared
as lean and low as a greyhound. Then he turned toward us ac abour a 45
degree angle and disappeared in front of the car, to reappear on our left.
He had gained enough to cross our course as the speedomerer registered
61 m.p.h. After the buck passed us he quickly slackened his pace and
when he reached a rounded knoll about 600 feer away he stood snoreing,
in graceful silhovette against the sky as though enjoying the satisfaction
of beating us in a fair race. No sprinter could have posed in victory wich
a greater show of gratificarion.”

Fron The Pronghorn Antelope and its Managemenc &y e othar Eivarsen,

Published by The Wildlife Mauagenent Institute, Washington, D.C., 19485,

laminated” with an additional layer of bony tissue
to enable them to endure cremendous force, One
of Einarsen's colleagues in the Engineering De-
partment at Oregon State University tested the
pronghorn foreleg bone. Tr withstood over 43,000
pounds of pressure per square inch!

Eyes sharper than a hawk's?

Speed and agiliey alone cannor ¢nsure che
pronghorns’ survival in che flar, treeless lancscapes
of the West. Lo order to avoid becoming a meal for
a coyote or a wall decoracion in a local cafe, the
pronghorn muse be able to spot danger at greac
distances. Their eyes, as large as chose of a horse,
protrude quite visibly from the normal ungulate
skull contour. This gives them a particularly wide
angle of vision., Wildlile biologists have observed
that moving objects three to four miles away will
atreact the accencion of an individual animal, and
soon che entire herd will be rivered on che object.
The animals’ reaction will then be in accordance
with whether the object is benign (like a fluetering
piece of paper) or potentially dangerous (acarora
CArnivore),

Fluctuating populations

Pronghorn numbers at the time of European
serclement of the West are estimaced to have been
40 to 30 million. By the 1920s, populations were
down toa mere 13,000, Habirar descruction from
overgrazing and agriculoural developmene, indis-
criminate slaughrer by greedy market huncers, and
hunting pressure by hungry homesteaders and scary-
ing Native Americans took a tremendous toll. A
campaign against coyotes in the 18805 resuleed in
the slaughter of countless pronghorn for use as
poisoned bait. In addition, millions froze during
I winters when fences serung by cattlemen pre-
venced chem from escaping deep winter snows,

Since then, conservation measures have re-
stored pronghorn numbers across che West to
around 730,000, bur che lack of quality habicar
limits their furcher recovery. Oregon's pronghorn
population is estimated to be 13,000, with the
Hart Mountain/Beary Bucte herd currently ar
5,200 animals. Seill, it is frightening to concem-
plate that in a few shorr decades, humans nearly
oblicerated a species as beautiful and unique as che

pronghorn.

Deserr Rarpiings = Winres 1998 &
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Piror~NcHORM: Do«

Exeerpted from: The World of the Proaghorn, by foe
Veerr Warner, . B. Lippincott Company (Philaclelphia
anel New Yark), 1069,

Sometime in carly December, after the breed-
ing scason is over and the horns have been shed,
pronghorns gather into large bands. In former
rimes, chese were quite large and on oceasion
numbered in the chousands, Today, enly fifey ora
hundred animals are likely to be scen togecher. It
has been suggested that pronghorns feel defense-
less after shedding the horns and gather inte large
groups for mutual prorection. The developing
horn sheaths are of liccle value as weapons during
the carly stages of growth, bur horns are seldom
used for anvehing bur fighring or threatening other
pronghorns, The animals’ sharp hoofs are their best
defense aguinst coyotes, the chief pronghorn preda-
tors. [ am inclined to chink char large winter bands
form as a resule of a natural gregariousness, which is
not overpowered at this season by the demands of
the rutting period or a crop of new fawns.

Pronghorns are not basically migracory and
remain wichin a relagively small area if food and
weather conditions permic. However, chey are not
stubborn abour staying on 2 home range if it does
not meet their requirements, Their movements ro
beccer food and warcering arcas follow no set pat-
tern but seem to be controlled by range condirions
and the whims of the herd. Usually, such move-
ments cover comparatively shore distances.

In mostef che northern range, wincer is always
enough of a factor o cause some migracion oo
lower alcicudes, wich a spring migration in the
opposite direction, Snow deprh, more chan rem-
peeature, influcnces wincer migrarions. A snow

cover of ten to twelve inches is usually enough o
start pronghorns moving.  Unlike some ocher
ungulates, they do nor use their forefeet to paw
through che snow for food. [Pronghorn expere Jim
Yoakum refures chis assertion -ed.] If che snow is
only a few inches deep, they eat the forage plants
that protrude above it or they may push the snow
around wich cheir noses to ger at food underneath.
Bur a foot of snow is probably too much for the
nose. The animals may ceavel just far enough to get
away from the deep snow; ac times, these moves
may tike them where it is even colder. Forexample,
during extreme winter weacher che pronghorns of
Catlow Valley, in soucheastern Oregon, move tothe
high ridges on the Hare Mouneain Range, where
temperatres may scay below zero for long periods
of time. Bur since winds keep the ground free of
snow, the animals can find food there.

Pronghorns | have seen feeding
on exposed plateaus in zero weather
seem rather poorly dressed for the
occasion.  As a matter of face, they
looked as if they should freeze solid
righcwhere chey werestanding....[Yer]
in Morth Dakoea, South Dakoca, Mon-
cang, and Wyoming, where over chree-
fourths of them live, sub-zero winter
temperatures occur every year.  Ex-
treme cold alone does not seem to
affect a healthy pronghoren; disease or
lack of nourishment along with the

cold causes che casualcies.

Praphara on Shelafur
Metionat 11:’5.|’r.l’£’r:|"[- Rg?.rgu.
wtr the Cregas-Nevsada
darder,
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Coyotres AND Fawnis » 1982-1997
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Refuge resurrects, reburies coyote shoot
Agency backpedals after ONDA sues

By Elaine Rees

In an abrupr pre-Christmas announcement,
Hart Mountain National Wildlife Refuge man-
ager Mike Nunn revived U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service's (FWS) proposal to shoot coyotes on the
refuge, chis time in the form of a “recreacional
hune” that was to begin on January 31, 1998,

[n December
1995, che FWS had

announced plans o
embark on a three-

year program of

A\
\,

acrizl gunning of
covores to address a

decline in prong-

F
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uge.  Coyotes, the
agency maintained,
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cletfit 6 Gy wded 0 BRI iny fateas dnelfeate a erensd snsward feuer
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were eating most of
the fawns, and
therefore the coy-
otes ought to be
shor. ONDA and
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other groups opposed the plan, as did one of the
nacion’s leading experts on pronghorn, who said
thar the agency lacked che dara o juscify such
drastic measures,  Under pressure, FWS posc-
poned the coyote shoot pending the ourcome of a
twa-year scudy of factors affecting pronghorn on
the refuge—including fawn survival, doe and fawn
health, nutrition, and habitar condition.
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Contradictions?

Basec on dara colleceed in 1996 and 1997, che
staff concluded that pronghorn fawns and does are
in excellent healch and char habitat conditions on
the refuge are "bereer now than at any time in che
recent past.” Fawn recruitment, however, was still
below the long-term average of 39 fawns per 100
does, and "fawn mortality that can be accribuced to
coyores is 73% at a minimum...."

It was the record low fawn survival rare of
0.8% in 1995 that prompred Nunn o propose
the acrizl gunning of cayores. The following
year, however, the survival rate increased nacu-
rally to 16%. By 1997, the survival rate climbed
to 319, again withour any measures to reduce
the coyore population. While this is a tremen-
dous improvement over the previous two years,
Nunn now believes thae the herd is in jeopardy
because of its demographics. Since recruitment
for the pase five years has averaged only 17 fawns
per 100 does, the age structure of the herd is
being skewed toward a preponderance of older
animals. Wunn asserts that most of che breeding
does are seven or more years of age,

MNunn says fawn survival rates must average
25t 30% per vear over the long term to maintain
the herd on Hare Mr. While the average for the
past 3 years has been only 17%, the average for che
past 13 years has been 29%, well within che
parameters Nunn quotes. And, according to FWS
figures, coyote numbers are now decreasing, prob-
ably as a resule of a natural fluctuation in popula-
tion (see graph).

ONDA sues, agency backpedals

ONDA, the Predator Defense Institure, and
other groups filed a temporary rescraining orderin
January which stopped in its tracks this unneces-
sary intervention in the natural fluctuations of the
predator/prey populations.  After reviewing affi-
davits filed by ONDA and others, FW5 atcorneys
advised Nunn to cancel the hunt pending @ more
comprehensive environmental review, “This coy-
ore hunt would have descroyed the nacural experi-
ment on recovery of an arid ecosystem which has
been geing on at Hare Mountain since the removal
of livestack in 1990, says OMDA's scaff ecologise,
Dr. Joy Belsky.
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What Good is a Desert?

By Ann Zwinger

From "What Good Is a
Desert?" Audubon, March-April
1998, Vol. 98, no. 2.

What good iz a desert?
It's good because it's so
starkly, stubbornly beautiful,
a respite to the eye, a sur-
cease for the mind, a begin-
ning on a beginning. It fillz
my head, my heart, my
psyche. It is a bare-bones
image, unforgiving, realistic,
uncompromiging, a regsonant
jumble of flat and form. A
desert is good because it
holds the mountaing apart....

The desert is good be-
cause it tells me what was
and what will be again and
nudges me into the bigger
rhythme of millennia and eons. The desert clues me in
to the infinite adaptability of living things and gives me
cause for hope: The hirsute leaves and salt-tolerant
plants survive because they adapt, and in their solu-
tions may be answers for us. In the desert the clarity
of these processes i washed with the brightness of
desert light in a way it is not elsewhere: The means are
sparser, the adjustments sharper. Food chain relation-
ships, although still complex, are easier fo see and
understand in thiz environment, as if the clearer,
hargher light of the desert alzo illumined processes and
concepls.

The desert tells you what was and what will be
again. 1 whacks your zense of time, makes you pay
attention to eons instead of the next stop sign, tells you
about lakes and water sluicing down the mountains, of
times when there was more wet than dry. When | sit
in the summer sun, baking like a giant tortilla, the desert

reminds me that it was not always thus. Sitting in the
chill of this autumn afterncon, the desert warng me
not to believe in always or never.

| am amazed at the strength of my conviction of
the "good" of the desert. But in the end, each of us
has to decide what good a desert is or, by extension,
what good a natural world iz. Because we're humang,
it's logical to look to nature for food, for cures for our
ills, but we must also recognize that there are less
easily identifiable values that lie in another dimension,
a worth that is more, much more, than what is
obvious. There i eomething in the desert that grabe
us, hangs on fo our hearts, speaks fo some atavistic,
long-forgotten connection, and hallows us with this
healthy, soul-searing desert light—unadulterated,
unshuttered, a full-spectrum light that restores, in-
vigorates, and blesses.

ALAN 0. ET. JOHW
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Jon Gelbard: Powerhouse intern

By Joy Belcky

In  Auguse, ONDA  intern
extraordinaire Jon Gelbard packed up his
computer and departed  for Durham,
Moarth Caroling to begin graduate studies
at Duke Universiey's School of the Envi-
FOMMEnt.

jun, a whirlwind of energy a‘u'u] chn-
thusiasm, firscappeared ac ONDA's Port-
land office in Fall 1996, offering to help
research environmeneal issucs,  Origi-
nally he was most interested in nacive
Americans, law school, and landscape
ceology, By the time he left, Jon had
become a cerrified desert rat and an ex-
pert on desere fish, livescock grazing,
cryprobiotic crusts, and exotic weeds,

As an ONDA incern, Jon wrote the
petition For Endangered Species Act pro-
tection of Great Basin redband crout (see
Desert Ramibdings, Fall 19971 and a report
on the major causes of the spread of
introduced weeds into che arid West (see
Desers Rambiings, Spring 1997).

Jon's effores, enthusiasm, and love of

Jan Gellerrd, farmer ONDA intern, &5 v
Jewiseing pradiate stndier ar Dake Unfversity.

western ecosystems are sorely missed by
ONDA and ies scaff. Unless Duke is able
to “reprogram” Jon to East Coast inter-
ests, perhaps he will recurn o once again
advocate for protection of Oregon's deserts
and grasslands.

Farewell, Jon, and chanks for your
dedicarion to ONDA's mission, We wish
vou the best in all your endeavors.

Elizabeth Claman:
“Proof” is in the pudding
h:}' Flaine Rees

Lots of steps go into producing a
newslecer besides the obvious writing
and lavout. One important final step is
the proofreading thar assures thar parti-
ciples aren'tdangling and infinitives aren't
split, Desert Rawblings is foreunace to have
an outstanding proofreader in Elizabeth
Claman {who, incidenrally, has juse re-
ceved her doctoral degree in Compara-
tive Literature, for which we congraru-
late her!).

Elizabeth’s volunteer work for
OMNDA s born of her love for desert
landscapes. 1 have always loved che
desert—ihe beaury of it, the subtlery of
it=—gver since 1 was a kid,” she explains,
“The desert is so full of conerases between
delicacy and harshness.  Ic's never pre-
dictable or simple.  I've loved a lor of
deserts over the vears, each one so differ-
ene: souchern California, New Mexico,

Fifzaboth Claman, valtinicer Iﬂ.l'-'.ujg.lrr'a':rffrl'.

Mexico, Morocco, and now, castern
Oregon.”

As proofreader, she appreciates che
opportunity to learn what ONDA is do-
ing to protect the deserc as she carcfully
edits cach issue before we go to press.
And we appreciate the time Elizabech
takes away from her publishing busingess,
Queen of Swords Press, to help make
Desert Rawmblings one of the besc liccle
newslerrers in che Wese.

Many thanks...

ONDA graccfully acknowledges che
following foundations for their recent gen-
ErOUS SUPPOCE,

True Morth Foundation

Environmental Support Center

Brainerd Foundation

Patagonia, Inc.

Renew your
ONDA membership

ONDA's members are our greaccst
asser. Your support is crucial o our effores
to protect Oregon’s deserr wildlands and
waterways. On the back of this newsleteer,
your address label includes your renewal
dace. If thac date has come and gone, please
renew your membership today using che
torm on page L1, You'll help save mailing
costs and paper while supporeing che only
group working cexclusively to protect
Oregon'shigh desere, Send duesro: ONDA,
16 NW Kansas Ave., Bend, QR 97701,

Movement afoot
in ONDA office

ONDA welcomes Graden Qehlerich,
our new Wild Rivers Coordinaror. Graden
recently migrated to Bend from Helena,
Montana, where she served as develop-
ment director for che Montana Environ-
mental loformacion Center,  She brings
OMNDA her excellent fundraising and or-
ganizing experience, including her work
on a campaign to hold mining companies
responsible for cleaning up their warer
pollution. As ONDA's Wild Rivers Coor-
dinacer, Graden will focus on wild and
scenic river management, cthe Healchy
Screams Parmmership, and ONDA's other
effores to protect desert sereams. Graden
can be reached ar gradeno@onda.org orat
ONDAs Bend office: (341 330-2638,

Meanwhile, Gilly Lyons, ONDA's
Grassroors Coordinaror, has relocaced o
OMNDA's Portland office, alongside staff
ecologist Joy Belsky. Gilly will continue to
focus on organizing, events, and member-
ship services.  She'll alse head ONDA's
efforts to secure permancnt protection for
Oregon's desere wildlands and rivers, Reach
her at ONTIA, 732 SW Third Ave., Suice
407, Pordland, OR 97204, LE-mail her ar
glyonsittonda.org ar call (303) 525-0193.
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Help clean our streams

State should strengthen rules for federal
land grazing along polluted streams

Comment deadline extended to Feb. 19

There's seill time to weigh in on DEQ's proposed water
quality rules char will regulare grazing on federal lands along
polluged {"warer quality limited") sereams. Your leccers can help
clean up pollured rivers thar flow chrough federal lands!

The Dept, of Environmental Quality has extended the
comment period for ies "Draft Wacer Quality Rules for Cerrify-
ing Federal Grazing Permics™ to February 192, 1998, If vou
haven'r aleeady sent in a comment, please take a moment to cell
DEQ how crocial ic is o protect Oregon's streams and rivers
from the impacts of livescock prazing.
in your letter, tell DEQ to:

Ly require cthar polluted streams impaceed by livestock
grazing be rested from grazing uncil wacer qualicy scan-
dards are mer; and

2} require waeer qualicy monitoring dara before cerrifying a
federal geazing permit.
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Send your letter to:
Deparement of Environmental Qualiey
811 5W Sexch Avenue
Porcland, QR 97204-1390
Accn: Debra Scurdevant
E-mail: sturdevant.debraldeq.state.or.us

If you'd like 2 copy of the draft rules, call DEQ ac(503) 229-
5693 or (800) 452-4011. You can also read the rules on-line at
DEQ's web sice: heep:/fwww.deq.state.or.us

To all who've already submitted comments, thank you!
And ro everyone else, you scill have cime o write a leceer in
support of clean water and wild fish.

For more information, call ONDA in Bend at (5413 350-
2638 or in Portland at (503) 525-0193.




