
N E P A  A N D  Y O U !

The National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) is the federal law that requires
federal agencies to plan carefully for conservation and management of our public
lands and natural resources and involve the public in every step of the process. It
provides you the opportunity to submit research and data, personal observation
and other relevant information to agencies to ensure that planning considers all
potential impacts of proposed management actions on the environment.

NEPA is essential to proper management and conservation of public lands, waters
and wildlife. While the law doesn’t dictate what is or isn’t allowed in managing
these resources, it does require federal agencies to consider a breadth of
management alternatives before settling on a final decision—and involve the
public in every phase of the decision-making.

WHAT IS NEPA?
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PHASES OF NEPA

Agency issues Notice of Intent
to prepare an EA or EIS

Agency prepares and
releases a Draft EA or EIS

Agency prepares and
releases a Final EA or EIS

Agency issues Record of
Decision (ROD)

Public scoping
comment period

Public review and
protest period

Public review and
comment period

Typically
15-30 days

Typically
30-90 days

Typically
30 days


