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Owyhee Advocates React to Hearing on Rep. Bentz’s Eleventh-hour Counterproposal
With time running out, Oregonians are nowhere closer to securing legislative protections for the Owyhbee
Canyonlands, loudening calls for Sen. Wyden to support a national monument

Washington, D.C. — On Tuesday, November 19, 2024, the Federal Lands Subcommittee of the House
Committee on Natural Resources considered Representative Cliff Bentz’s eleventh-hour counterproposal to
Senator Ron Wyden’s Malheur Community Empowerment for the Owyhee Act. The Protect the Owyhee
Canyonlands campaign first responded to Bentz’s proposed legislation on November 1.

Ryan Houston, Executive Director of the Oregon Natural Desert Association, offered opposition testimony
during the November 19 hearing, highlighting how Bentz’s bill conflicts with what the local community has
already developed over five years working with Senator Wyden and undermines conservation for this vital
landscape in southeastern Oregon.

Among the examples Houston provided in his testimony:
e H.R.10082 undermines wilderness and the Wilderness Act by promoting motor vehicle access and
roads in designated areas, resulting in the designation of something other than actual wilderness.
e H.R.10082 burdens the Burns Paiute Tribe with unfair financial obligations and constrains their ability
to conserve their sacred lands.
e H.R.10082 undermines the science-based program for monitoring and adapting livestock grazing on

public lands.

Elias Eiguren of the Owyhee Basin Stewardship Coalition also testified, describing Bentz’s proposed legislation
as “a work in progress.” Like Houston, Eiguren celebrated the years-long collaborative process that brought
together diverse stakeholders and produced Senator Wyden’s proposal. Eiguren concluded with a hope for a

“grand compromise,” underscoring the gaps that exist between the Bentz and Wyden proposals.
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Senator Wyden does not support Bentz’s bill as it stands but has given little indication of how he plans to reach a
workable legislative solution before the end of the year, which is why Oregonians continue to call on the Senator

to support a national monument that would reflect his proposal.

“All eyes are on Senator Wyden and how he will deliver for the Owyhee given that the House is doubling down
on an unworkable proposal that undermines what everyone who has been around the table has already agreed
to,” said Houston. “It’s clear that Wyden must support administrative action if he still intends to protect the

Owyhee in 2024,” continued Houston.

Other advocates accompanied Houston to Washington, D.C. including eastern Oregon locals Tim Davis,
Executive Director of Friends of the Owyhee, and Julie Weikel, a member of the Great Old Broads for

Wilderness. All vehemently oppose Bentz’s counterproposal.

“Senator Wyden knows that Oregonians overwhelmingly want protection for the Owyhee Canyonlands, and he
has a long history of representing the views of Oregonians committed to protecting both people and the
remarkable landscape that is our unique Oregon bounty,” said Julie Weikel. “Surely, he will see that a monument
designation is the only currently viable option for preserving what is valuable from his legislative efforts and

achieving meaningful protections for a magnificent landscape and its people,” continued Weikel.

Like Weikel, members of the Protect the Owyhee Canyonlands coalition do not envision a path forward for
safeguarding the Owyhee if not through monument designation in the remaining months of the Biden
administration. The impending Republican trifecta, which includes President-elect Trump’s recent
announcement of Governor Doug Burgum—a known champion of mineral production—as his pick for

Secretary of the Interior, will pave the way for Trump and his allies’ fiercely anti-conservation policy priorities.

“Senator Wyden has a choice to make: protect the Owyhee now, or hand it over to the next administration,” said
Tim Davis. “Just a few weeks ago, Wyden said we can count on this getting done, but he has very little time and a
clear obstacle in his way with Bentz. He has one shot to protect the Owyhee. He should take it,” Davis

continued.

A copy of Houston’s oral testimony can be viewed here. Visit Protect TheOwyhee.org to learn more.
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Protect the Owyhee Canyonlands is a grassroots advocacy campaign calling for Senators Wyden and Merkley to
work together with President Biden to designate an Owyhee Canyonlands National Monument by the end of
2024.
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