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Aspens and afternoon frost, Steens Mountain Region. Photo: Greg Burke
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1

FRIDAY

2

National Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act passed, 1968

SATURDAY
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Bighorn sheep. Photo: Kari Ferber

John Day Fossil Beds
National Monument
established, 1975

9

National Wildlife Refuge
System Improvement Act
signed into law, 1997

“O that | should make you see

where the quaking Aspen be,

with her colour changing leaf, 1 1
with her fluffy seeds relief,

in her spring or autumn suit

now in winter sadly mute,

ruler of the woody glade,

pageant queen of nature play’d!”
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Indigenous Peoples’ Day
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LULU GEE
Poet,
The Quaking Aspen
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Orionid meteor
shower (20/hour)
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24

The large aspen groves on Hart and Steens mountains are O
taking on burnished hues of yellow, orange and red. ¢ This is
mating season for deer, elk, pronghorn and bighorn sheep.
Listen for elk bugling in forested areas. ¢ The flowers on
most shrubs have faded, but big sagebrush blooms may still
be found. ¢ Mushrooms appear across a variety of habitats,
especially following rains. ¢ Many species of raptors migrate
south as prey species begin to den up and diminish in
abundance.

25

26

27

28

Omnibus Oregon Wild and
Scenic Rivers Act
passed, 1988
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Steens Mountain
Cooperative Management
and Protection Act
passed, 2000

31

Halloween
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Coyote. Photo: Jon Nelson
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“Coyotes have the gift of seldom being seen; they
keep to the edge of vision and beyond, loping in
and out of cover on the plains and highlands. And
at night, when the whole world belongs to them,
they parley at the river with the dogs, their higher,
sharper voices full of authority and rebuke. They are
an old council of clowns, and they are listened to.”

N. SCOTT MOMADAY
Kiowa Poet and Author

Birds hanging around now are primarily those who

winter in Oregon, including the spotted towhee who will
forage in and around shrubbery, subsisting mostly on the
remaining seeds and insect larvae. ¢ November can be

an excellent time to take those last hikes into the high

and middle elevations before the serious snows set in,
and it's an excellent season to watch animals before the
heavier snows drive them down from the high country.

In the depths of winter, ungulates will converge along
riparian corridors and in more densely vegetated areas,
for weather protection as well as water and forage. ¢
American pika have cut, dried and stored enough greens
from the growing season to survive until spring—assuming
they are not hunted by a weasel, their primary predator,
over the winter. ¢ Tundra swansw are assessing the
temperatures and water remaining, deciding whether they
will stay for the entire winter at Summer Lake Wildlife Area,
or need to carry on southward. ¢ Mammals have shed
their lighter summer pelage in favor of longer and thicker
pelts for weather protection. Some, such as snowshoe hare
and weasels, change colors to a wintery camouflage.
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First day of Dia
de los Muertos
Native American
Heritage Month
Daylight Saving Time
ends, 2A.M.

MONDAY
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Last day of Dia
de los Muertos

Morning on Whychus Creek, Deschutes River, Central Oregon Backcountry. Photo: Kari Ferber
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Diwali
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Veterans Day
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Leonid meteor shower
(15/hour)
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Thanksgiving
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Native American
Heritage Day
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Burrowing owl. Photo: Tara Lemezis

“I wonder what it is about rugged, inhospitable
landscapes that draw some of our most sensitive
and creative souls. Maybe there’s something about
the isolation that allows someone to look inward
to tap their creative forces. And maybe there’s
something about the barrier of a difficult journey
that means that only like-minded people make

it out to visit and connect, helping to filter out
unnecessary distractions.”

CASEY SCHREINER
Modern Hiker Newsletter

Short-tailed and long-tailed weasels are investigating brush
and rock piles, hunting for ground squirrels, mice and pack
rats. ¢ Beaver are living off the hardwood sticks cached at
the bottom of their pond, staying below the ice until the
spring thaw. ¢ Mule deer and elk can be seen in the Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge and concentrated in places where
snow cover is thinner with brushy or treed cover. If you come
across them in rut, be careful not to intrude.
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Meteorological Winter
Begins
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Winter storm, Steens Mountain Region. Photo: James Baker
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International Day of
Persons with Disabilities
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Hanukkah
(begins at sunset)
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Hanukkah
(ends at sunset)
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Geminid meteor shower
(100/hour)
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Hart Mountain National
Antelope Refuge
established, 1936
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Winter Solstice,
12:50p.m. PST

22

23

24

25

Christmas

26

First day of Kwanzaa
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New Year's Eve

Last day of Kwanzaa
New Year's Day
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OREGON’S HIGH DESERT THROUGH THE SEASONS

FEBRUARY GREATER HART-SHELDON MARCH GREATER HART-SHELDON APRIL JOHN DAY RIVER BASIN

—

SEPTEMBER OWYHEE CANYONLANDS OCTOBER STEENS MOUNTAIN NOVEMBER CENTRAL OREGON BACKCOUNTRY  DECEMBER STEENS MOUNTAIN

This Wild Desert Calendar will immerse you in twelve of the most dramatic, inspiring landscapes in Oregon’s vast high

: ‘ : ‘ . . ; OREGON
desert. You will experience wildflowers blooming over river canyons, aspens aflame in the Steens, snowfall over rushing
creeks, and both sunrises and sunsets in the Owyhee Canyonlands. You'll also enjoy a closer look at the wildlife that NATURAL
inhabit this landscape, and you can appreciate the resiliency of greater sage-grouse in the chill of winter, the vibrancy DESERT

of various species of desert butterflies, the grace of burrowing owl and more. Prose, poetry and thoughts from ONDA ASSOCIATION
Executive Director Ryan Houston, former Supreme Court Justice William O. Douglas, Photographer Gary Calicott, Poet
Ellen Waterston and others will inspire contemplation and action. And, with information about moon phases, meteor
showers, wildflower blooms and migratory bird arrivals provided, you can use this calendar as a guide to experiencing
the desert.

Oregon Natural Desert Association
50 SW Bond Street, Suite 4

Bend, Oregon 97702
541.330.2638 | www.ONDA.org

Al proceeds of this publication benefit Oregon Natural Desert Association. ONDA protects, defends and restores public
lands in the Owyhee Canyonlands, Central Oregon Backcountry, Greater Hart-Sheldon, John Day River Basin and Steens
Mountain. To conserve the desert places you love, visit ONDA.org/donate.

$15.00
ISBN 978-0-9796539-6-4
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